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the Hon. Irwin cotler, M.P.

Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan

Illuminating the Past.  Enlightening the Future.

We cordially invite you to join us at our 
annual gala event on October 18, as the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Fam-
ily Campus (HMCZFC) celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. 

The event’s honorary chairman is U.S. 
Senator Carl Levin, who will provide an 
opening statement and introduction for the 
evening’s program.  The Center takes pride 
in welcoming an outstanding speaker, the 
Hon. Irwin Cotler, M.P., one of the foremost 
Jewish-Canadian statesmen.  An outspoken 
proponent of human rights, he has warned, 
on a global scale – including before the 
United Nations – against the new manifesta-
tion of anti-Semitism.  Earlier this year, at an 
international conference on anti-Semitism, 
Cotler said, “What we are witnessing 
today…is a new sophisticated, globalizing, 
virulent, and even lethal anti-Semitism, 
reminiscent of the atmospherics of the 30s, 
and without parallel or precedent since the 
end of the Second World War… This new 
anti-Semitism involves the discrimination 
against the right of the Jewish people to live 
as an equal member of the family of nations 
– the denial of, and assault upon, the Jewish 
people’s right even to live – with Israel as the 
‘collective Jew among the nations’.”

Mr. Cotler is a law professor, internation-
al human rights lawyer, and Member of Ca-
nadian Parliament.  He has served with great 
distinction as Canada’s Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General, making the pursuit 
of international justice a priority, especially 
the combating of mass atrocity and genocide.  
Mr. Cotler was Counsel to the Deschênes 

Commission of Inquiry in the matter of 
bringing Nazi war criminals to justice; filed 
amicus briefs before the International Crimi-
nal Tribunals for former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda; and was a leading advocate for the 
establishment of an International Criminal 
Court.  He is presently Counsel on Human 
Rights & International Justice and Chair 
of the All-Party Save Darfur Parliamentary 
Coalition.

We take equal pride in the evening’s 
honoree, Gail Rosenbloom Kaplan, who 
was the co-curator of the Kindertransport 
Memory Quilt Exhibit, now permanently 
housed in the Harry and Wanda Zekelman 
International Institute of the Righteous.  A 
renowned local glass, mosaic, and clay artist, 
Mrs. Kaplan has won national and interna-
tional acclaim for her art.  Some of her other 
work is displayed on our campus.  Mrs. 
Kaplan’s work has been on exhibition at the 
Taubman Gallery, University of Michigan 
Hospital; Hechinger Collection, National 
Building Museum, Washington, D.C.; and 
the United States Art in Embassy Collection, 
U.S. Embassy Brazil, U.S. Embassy Norway.

Our 25th anniversary gala event is 
chaired by long-time board member Arthur 
J. Weiss.  The son of two Holocaust sur-
vivors, he learned at a very early age the 
importance of Zachor:  remembrance and 
not allowing the world to forget.  He has 
been involved with the HMCZFC since its 
inception, serving in a variety of capacities.  
He is a prominent attorney in the Detroit 
metropolitan area, specializing in criminal 
and civil litigation.    

Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary !

Continued on page 3
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This year, now more than halfway 
past, marks a year of transition and 
accomplishment.  On April 19, an over-
flow crowd attended our Yom HaShoah 
commemoration. The audience was 
spellbound by our keynote speaker, 
Tibor Rubin, a survivor of Mauthausen 
concentration camp and a recipient of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the 
most distinguished military award in 
our nation.

On March 15, two ethnic groups 
united for the first time in our audi-
torium to form an equally impressive 
crowd at our event, “The Holocaust and 
the Greek Jews.” Professor Mimis Co-
hen of the University of Illinois recalled 
the tragic fate of Greek Jewry and the 
heroism of several altruists who rescued 
Jews in open defiance of Nazi orders. 
Ambassador Anastasios Petrovas of the 
Greek Consulate in Chicago and His 
Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas of De-
troit, representing the Greek Orthodox 
Church, attended, voicing their support 
for the program. I was very pleased to 
announce that several Greek altruists 
soon will be honored in our Interna-
tional Institute of the Righteous. The 
unveiling of the panels will take place 
during our 25th anniversary dinner on 
October 18 at Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek in Southfield.

This year has been marked by loss as 
well. In December 2008, our Founder 
and Chief Executive Officer Rabbi 
Charles Rosenzveig ז״ל, passed away 
most unexpectedly.  His decades of hard 
work and service, bringing his vision 
into fruition, have now fallen not to 
a single individual but to our devoted 
staff and volunteers.  We also mourn 

the passing of our inspiring volunteers 
Henry Gleisner ז״ל, Harold Goldman 
 Conrad Pearl ,ז״ל Harry Weinstein ,ז״ל
 a member of ,ז״ל and Saul Waldman ,ז״ל
our Board and the driving force behind 
our building on Orchard Lake Road. 
They all will be sorely missed. It is our 
task to carry on in their spirit.  

We have reached out to the numer-
ous Jewish organizations in the area 
with the goal of soundly anchoring 
the HMCZFC in the community. The 
results have been very positive and 
rewarding; the word is going out to an 
ever-widening number of people and 
organizations that this museum is a 
bustling hub for education of adults 
and children alike, a resource center 
for Holocaust Studies, and a model for 
human rights and socially responsible 
behavior.

The despicable attack at the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum re-em-
phasizes that need.  While we perform 
our daily tasks, we are ever mindful of 
making the Center an inviolable place 
of commemoration. Following what 
happened at our sister institution, the 
Oversight Committee and I wrote im-
mediately to express our sympathy and 
support. We received a most gracious 
response from its Director, Sara Bloom-
field: “It is unconscionable that such an 
act of violence, fueled by hatred, would 
occur at a sacred place of memory...
We can think of no better way to pay 
tribute than by continuing to educate 
people about the timeless lessons of the 
Holocaust. Thank you for your support, 
which means so much to us at this dark 
moment for our Museum family.” We 
all can only echo these eloquent words.

Director’s Address
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Hours of Operation
sunday - thursday: 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Friday: 
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

closed saturday and on  
Jewish holidays

Public tours, 1:00 p.m.,  
sunday - thursday 

Group tours are by appointment. 
to schedule, contact Gail cohen, 
248.553.2400 ext. 10.

Museum hosts are always avail-
able to assist visitors.

Museum is handicap accessi-
ble. Wheelchairs available - call 
ahead to reserve. Hearing Loop 
enhanced auditorium.

Contact Information
28123 Orchard Lake Road

Farmington Hills, MI 48334

phone:  248.553.2400

fax:  248.553.2433

email:  info@holocaustcenter.org

www.holocaustcenter.org

Library Archive News and Notes
Since our last newsletter, major mile-

stones have been reached in the Library 
Archive:
•	 Our automated catalog is available 

and searchable on our Web site
•	 Our library is now the repository 

for the Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Michigan’s collection

•	 HMCZFC oral history summaries 
are being added to the website by 
summer interns Matthew Spiers and 
Susan DeWolf

•	 Hundreds of new books were added 
to our collection from the defunct 
Library of the Ecumenical Institute, 
formerly directed by the late Rev. 
Dr. James Lyons

•	 We contributed HMCZFC oral his-
tory audios to the Detroit Institute 
of Arts exhibit “Of Life and Loss”

•	 Numerous World War II memo-
rabilia were donated to the HM-
CZFC.  Some of these turned out 
to be significant archival contribu-
tions.  One such example started 
with a telephone call and then a 
follow-up visit. Here is a brief sum-
mary and the consequences of that 
donation:

Are YOU from Bereznitz?  
World War II Displaced Persons Were 
Looking for Detroit Relatives

Last year, a gentleman delivered a 
shoebox overflowing with well-preserved 
letters addressed to ‘Mr. Harry Katz, 
President of the Bereznitz Aid Soci-

ety of Detroit.’   The letters were sent 
from Displaced Persons (DP) camps in 
Germany, Austria, Poland, Italy and, 
later from Israel, ranging from the years 
1946 to 1959. Each one asked Mr. Katz 
for help in contacting relatives from our 
area.  Most letters began with thanks to 
Mr. Katz for his assistance and provided 
specifics for the family search.  The box 
also contained the Society’s member-
ship lists, notes and receipts for food 
coupons in the UNRRA camps.  This 
veritable treasure trove spoke volumes.  

To understand what the letter 
writers endured, one needs to know 
a little about the history of Bereznitz, 
Ukraine, also known as Berezhnitsa, 
which is located in the Vohlyn region, 
Rovno Oblast.  Jewish settlement is 
first mentioned during the massacres 
of 1648-49.   Subsequently, Jews were 
often involved in forestry trades, farm-
ing or small business.   They suffered 
from poverty, anti-Semitism, exorbitant 
taxes, discrimination and constant fear 
of political persecution.   Despite this, 
19th and 20th century Bereznitz had 
several Jewish schools, four synagogues, 
an established rabbinate, yeshiva, Zion-
ist organizations and active Jewish youth 
groups.  The 1,372 Jews who lived in 
Bereznitz made up more than half of the 
town’s population.

When the Germans arrived in July, 
1941, horror and terror escalated to 
heights theretofore unknown. Shortly 
after the occupation, local Ukrain-

Dinner reservations are required by 
September 21.  Tickets are $200 and 
a table of 10 seats is $2,000.  Patron 
tickets, which include preferred seating 
and listing in the evening’s program, 
are $300 or $3,000 for a table of 10. 
Sponsorship and tribute ads for in the 
evening’s commemorative journal can be 
accepted until September 7.  For infor-

mation about placing an ad or tribute, 
contact David Moss at 248.553.2400, 
ext. 23.  For tickets or further infor-
mation, contact Selma Silverman at 
248.553.2400, ext. 12.

We are looking forward to having 
you share this auspicious 25th anniver-
sary event with us.

Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary continued

Newsletter Coordinator:
 Rebecca Swindler

Contributors:
 Dr. Guy Stern
 Rebecca Swindler
 Selma Silverman
 Feiga Weiss
 David Moss
 Joshua Nowicki
 Marx Layne & Company

Design & Photography:
 Joshua Nowicki

Continued on page 14
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Gail Kaplan speaking at the dedication of 
the Kindertransport Memory Quilts

In a book available at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center’s shop, Kindertransport 
Memory Quilt, Kurt Fuchel, past presi-
dent of the Kindertransport Association 
of North America, said Kindertransport 
Quilts are folk art, allowing multiple 
individuals, each with their own artistic 
expression, to produce a work with a 
unified theme.  Every square portrays a 
view of the Kindertransport experience: 
pictures of the past, fears and night-
mares and memorials to lost families.  

Kindertransport (Children’s Trans-
port) was the name given to rescue ef-
forts that brought 10,000 refugee Jewish 
children from Nazi Germany, Austria, 
and Czechoslovakia to Great Britain 
between 1938 and 1939. Spurred on 
by public opinion, British authori-
ties agreed to allow many children 17 
or younger to enter the country from 
Germany and territories annexed by 
Germany. Jewish organizations in sev-

eral countries planned 
the transports to save 
children from the 
Holocaust. Private 
citizens or organiza-
tions guaranteed 
each youngster’s care, 
education, and later 
emigration from Brit-
ain. The unaccompa-
nied refugee children 
were given temporary 
travel visas with the 
understanding that, 
when the war ended, 
they would return to 

their families. It is estimated that 85 to 
90 percent of Kinder never saw their 
parents again.

The story of the Kindertransport 
Memory Quilt began in 1988, when 
Anita Grosz, the daughter of a Kinder-
transport child, or a Kind, wished to 
learn more about her father’s child-
hood and, at the same time, allow other 
Kinder the opportunity to share their 

experiences.  
Anita’s mother, Kirsten Grosz, an 

avid quilter, spread the word about the 
planned project and pieced together the 
quilt blocks she subsequently received.  
She explained that many squares depict 
what children went through – leaving 
family and friends behind and being 
alone in a new culture with a strange 
language.  Other Kinder felt the project 
was too emotional or too laced with 
troubling memories for them to partici-
pate.

Now on display in the Center’s 
Harry and Wanda Zekelman Interna-
tional Institute of the Righteous, the 
Kindertransport Memory Quilt exhibit 
has been a labor of love for exhibit 
developer and project coordinator Gail 
Kaplan.  She heard about it several years 
ago from a friend, Merry Silber.  Sil-
ber, a quilt collector herself, discovered 
that the quilts were periodically shown 
at events, but were mostly in storage 
in Indianapolis, slowly deteriorating. 
She and Kaplan realized they needed a 
permanent home, where they could be 
cared for and appreciated. 

An agreement was reached with 
Kirsten and Anita Grosz for the quilts to 
come to the HMCZFC as a permanent 
exhibit. The 65-square display adorning 
the wall in the International Institute of 
the Righteous was dedicated in October 
2008 with more than 400 attendees at 
the ceremony.  

Hans Weinmann, a HMCZFC do-
cent and a Kind himself, was 13 when 
he and his brother were loaded onto a 
train in Vienna. “The quilt square I cre-
ated shows my deep love and apprecia-
tion for my English foster parents,” he 
explained.  Weinmann and his brother 
were fortunate to be eventually reunited 
with their biological parents.  

One quilt square honors 100-year-
old Nicholas (Nicky) Winton, a former 
British stockbroker credited with saving 
nearly 700 Kinder.  In 1938, he set up 

I am glad that I have 
met people who 
care for others.  This 
museum embodies 
that cause, calling 
out the names that 
others have forgotten.
- From a Wall of Thought 
in the Harry and Wanda 
Zekelman International 
Institute of the Righteous

A Rescue Recalled:
Kindertransport Memory Quilt Exhibit
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Dr. Guy stern and Berkley H.s. Principal Dennis 
McDavid talking with Berkley High school 

students Josh Owens and Fred Williams 

a three-person office in Czechoslovakia 
specifically to handle the Kindertrans-
port selection process.  Winton has been 
called the “British Oskar Schindler,” and 
was knighted for his righteous acts.  

Kaplan says the exhibit has been 
well-received and is playing a vital role 
in engaging the younger visitors to the 
museum.  

“We wanted to bring the Holocaust 
and Kinders’ story to the next genera-
tion with something interactive and 
with a message of hope,” she com-
mented. “We are using the power of 
art to heal and bring the community 
together.”  

While viewing the quilts, visitors 

can hear one-minute 
descriptions of the 
quilt squares, many 
voiced by the actual 
Kinder. The full story 
of each square is in 
the Kindertransport 
Memory Quilt book 
available in the HM-
CZFC gift shop.  The 
entire Kindertrans-
port Memory Quilt 
exhibit and the audio 
associated with each 
square can be viewed online. Visit www.
holocaustcenter.org/kinderTransport/
index.html for more information.

Years of hard work have paid off 
as the Harry and Wanda Zekelman 
International Institute of the Righteous 
prepares to expand its Ambassadors 
of Altruism program.  The program, 
formed in cooperation with Berkley 
High School, developed a pioneering 
Holocaust curriculum for high school 
upperclassmen.  More than 100 stu-
dents have participated so far.

The Berkley school system, with 
the support of the Superintendent and 
Principal, has offered the course for four 
years.  Students not only learn about the 
Holocaust, but also how to apply the 
lessons of altruism and social ethics.  

“The Holocaust-to-Righteousness 
class makes students think about who 
they are as people and what they are 
willing to do to help others,” said 
Berkley High Principal Dennis McDav-
id.  “Then it goes deeper and challenges 
them to actually help others.”

The program seeks to integrate the 
student’s course experience with the 
historical context of the Holocaust. It 
also reinforces the contemporary social 
relevance of the material by inspiring 
the students to engage in social outreach 
projects in the community, working 
to further the lessons imparted in the 

course.
“Our students love the class,” con-

tinued McDavid. “Not because it is easy 
- it’s not - but because it challenges their 
thinking and assumptions.”

The popularity of the class has 
prompted Berkley High School to offer 
two sections of the 
course this upcom-
ing school year.  
Sixty students are 
currently enrolled.

This year, the 
planning committee 
(comprised of  
HMCZFC chair-
man Dr. Guy Stern; 
Berkley Schools’ 
Superintendent 
Michael Simeck, 
Principal Dennis 
McDavid and teacher Natalie Taylor; 
college educators and academicians; and 
student representatives) voted to expand 
the program to other high schools and 
move the curriculum in a new direction.  
An opportunity arose when Ando-
ver High School in Bloomfield Hills 
instituted a Holocaust curriculum. The 
school is in the process of developing a 
partnership with the HMCZFC.

Institute of the Righteous 
Expanding High School Curriculum
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Metropolitan nicholas of Detroit

ambassador anastasios Petrovas, Mimis 
cohen, M.D., congressman Gary Peters, 
Dr. Guy stern, steven Grant, M.D.

The Holocaust and the Greek Jews

Countless Greeks played a major 
role in saving their Jewish neighbors 
from the hands of the Nazis, but little 
fanfare is made of their heroism. The 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman 
Family Campus recognizes and appreci-
ates the remarkable selflessness exhibited 
by ordinary Greek men and women, the 
police, the Greek Orthodox Church, 
and the resistance, and will soon unveil 
two new panels, entitled “The Greek 
Rescuers,” at the 25th anniversary din-
ner on October 18.

From the outset of the war, Greece 
sided with the Allies. Italy invaded 
Greece in October 1940, but Greek 
troops managed to turn back the invad-
ers, resulting in the first Allied victory 
of WWII.  It is relatively unknown that 
12,898 Jews served during WWII in the 
Greek Army defending their country; 
343 were officers, 513 died and 3,743 
were wounded. Among the first casual-
ties was Mordechai Frizis, a courageous 
Jewish colonel from Chalkis. 

At our March event, “The Holocaust 

Recently, a warm friendship has 
been growing between the Holocaust 
Memorial Center Zekelman Family 

Campus (HMC-
ZFC) and the 
Detroit-area Greek 
community. On 
March 15, the  
HMCZFC co-
sponsored, with sev-
eral Hellenic groups 
in the Detroit area, 
a special presenta-
tion, “The Holo-
caust and the Greek 
Jews.”  The lecture 
and slideshow were 

presented by Mimis Cohen, M.D., 
FACS, FAAP, Professor of Surgery, 
Chief, Divisions of Plastic, Reconstruc-
tive and Cosmetic Surgery, University of 

Illinois and Mt. Sinai Medical 
Center. A standing-room-only 
crowd of area Greek Ameri-
cans and Jews attended the 
incredible and emotionally 
moving lecture. 

The Center was honored 
by the presence of several 
dignitaries: His Eminence 
Metropolitan Nicholas of 
Detroit, who is the highest 
ranking Greek Orthodox 

Church official in Michigan and is also 
responsible for Upper New York State 
and parts of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee 
and Alabama; Ambassador Anastasios 
Petrovas of the Greek Consulate in Chi-
cago, responsible for consular services 
in the Midwest; and Congressman Gary 
Peters.

Professor Cohen focused on the loss 
of 87 percent of the Jewish population 
of Greece and the destruction of most 
historic communities during the Holo-
caust years. He described how members 
of the clergy and the police, members 
of the resistance and, above all, ordinary 
citizens defied the efforts of the Ger-
mans and saved the lives of the rest of 
the Jews through creative, courageous 
and heroic efforts. 

Attendees also heard about the 
progress of a special project spearheaded 
by three Detroit area residents to build a 
22-foot equestrian statue in Greece of a 
Greek-Jewish colonel and military hero, 
Mordechai Frizis. 

A special thank you goes to area 
residents Peter and Litsa Drossos and 
Stefanos Becharas, who were major 
organizers and underwrote part of the 
costs of “The Holocaust and the Greek 
Jews” lecture. They were assisted in the 
organization of the event by a commit-
tee. 

Ηρώες και το Ολοκαύτωμα
Of Heroes and the Holocaust
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artist samuel Pruchno explaining his painting 
Roll Call to docent Pearlena Bodzin 

Volunteer Opportunities
Individuals interested in donat-
ing their time and talents to the 
HMcZFc can do so in several 
ways. We welcome:

•	 Holocaust survivors willing to 
speak to groups 

•	 Docents to lead tours 
•	 Library volunteers 
•	 Museum shop volunteers 
•	 staff aides 
•	 Museum hosts and front desk 

greeters

the time spent volunteering at 
the HMcZFc can be used toward 
fulfilling service hours required 
by congregational and school 
programs.

For further information, contact 
selma silverman, 248.553.2400, 
ext. 12.

and the Greek Jews,” an announcement 
was made of a plan to develop a spe-
cial exhibit for the museum honoring 
the heroic people who sheltered and 
provided aid to Jews during the Ger-
man occupation. A committee from 
our local Greek community, including 
Peter and Litsa Drossos, Arthur Vret-
tas, George Reganis, Stefanos Becharas, 
David Neary and Peter Fefes, has been 
working closely with Ms. Zanet Bat-
tinou of the Jewish Museum of Greece, 
Professor Stern and Feiga Weiss of the 
HMCZFC, and Dr. Mimis Cohen to 
highlight the incredible endeavors that 
were undertaken against amazing odds.

Among those to be highlighted in 
the exhibit will be Archbishop Damaski-
nos, who was the Archbishop of Athens 
and Greece. Damaskinos openly protest-
ed the deportation of Jews from Greece 
in a now-famous letter to the Germans. 
An SS general threatened to execute him 
for his protest. Subsequently, he worked 
closely with Chief of Police Angelos 

Evert and instructed him to issue identi-
fication cards to those Jews who wanted 
them and requested that P. Chaldezos, 
Chief Registrar, register hastily-baptized 
Jews.  Because of his bravery and leader-
ship, thousands of Jews were spared. 

The panels will also highlight the 
actions of Chrysostomos, the Bishop 
of the island of Zakynthos, and Lou-
kas Carrer, Mayor of Zakynthos, who 
refused to give the German commander 
of the island a list of the 275 Jewish 
inhabitants and instead submitted their 
own names.  Concurrently, all 275 Jews 
were hidden among their countrymen.  
It was the only example where there was 
no deportation and the entire Jewish 
population survived the war intact.

The panels will commemorate the 
altruistic actions of the Greek National 
Resistance during the Holocaust and 
anonymous Greek citizens. These indi-
viduals have been recognized among the 
Righteous at Yad Vashem in Israel.

Portraits from a Survivor
“On loan for 100 years,” laughed 

artist and Holocaust Survivor Samuel 
Pruchno.  His latest painting, the most 
recent of six donated to the HMCZFC, 
has a more religious theme than the 
previous five, which portray Pruchno’s 
experiences in the Holocaust. 

This painting depicts his insight into 
the holiest of Jewish holidays, Yom Kip-
pur.  Donating this work was especially 
poignant for Pruchno, as he was fortu-
nate enough to share the initial stages of 
the painting with Rabbi Rosenzveig.

“The Rabbi saw it and loved it,” he 
explained. “I am so grateful he was able 
to see it before he passed away.”

Pruchno started painting as a child.  
However, it wasn’t until he retired that 
he started up again in earnest. “I was 
told I needed a hobby, so I took some 
art classes for six months.”

Working his way back into painting 
reignited his passion for it, and it has 
become a very important part of his life. 
He says he has turned his basement into 

an art studio and has invested in the 
best paint and brushes for his work.

Five of Pruchno’s 
beautiful, detailed 
paintings hang along 
the back wall of our 
auditorium.  They 
each have a story to 
tell through the eyes 
of a survivor.  They 
vividly depict the 
confinement and 
liberation, right down 
to the numbers on the 
uniforms and tat-
toos on the prisoners’ 
arms.  

All of us at the 
Holocaust Memo-
rial Center Zekelman 
Family Campus give 
Sam Pruchno our heartfelt thanks for 
the generous “loan” of his truly won-
derful paintings and eagerly await the 
arrival of the next one.
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esther Posner’s father’s fake passport 
(front and back)

esther Posner
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I’ve never been so 
impacted in my life. It’s 
amazing to know that 
survivors lived great 
lives and are able to 
share their life stories 
with us.  I’ll never 
forget this experience.
- From a Wall of Thought 
in the Harry and Wanda 
Zekelman International 
Institute of the Righteous

Southfield resident Esther Posner’s 
earliest memories of her life during the 
Holocaust date back to when she was 
about three years old 
in Amsterdam. On 
May 10, 1940, just 
before her birthday, 
the Germans swept 
into Holland and took 
control. As she ob-
served her parents’ fear 
and panic, the little 
girl, then known as 
Marianne Rose, realized 
something awful had 
occurred. Life began to 
change.

Had it not been for 
the rising menace of Adolf Hitler, her 
parents’ extended families would have 
remained in their native Germany; in 
1933, her father had left Germany when 
Adolf Hitler came to power.  Three 
years later, her mother also moved to 
Amsterdam and the couple married.  At 

the time, her father 
owned a kosher 
butcher store with 
his brother-in-law. 
Esther was born 
in Amsterdam in 
1937.  While her 
mother and aunt 
worked alongside 
their husbands, Es-
ther’s grandparents 
cared for her and 
her young cousin. 

One day, there 
was a knock on 
her aunt’s door 
in a small town, 
Enschede, not far 
from the German 
border. A Dutch 

policeman, Dik Mos, was making his 
rounds checking on dog licenses. When 
her frightened aunt told him that she 
had no dog and was, in fact, Jewish, he 

suggested she go into hiding, returning 
a week later with an address of a family 
who would shelter her and her mother-

in-law. Gratefully, they both 
moved into the Kleinjan 
home and begged Mos to 
warn Esther’s family in Am-
sterdam to find safety. Mos 
made the trip three times. 

When the Germans im-
plemented anti-Jewish de-
portation laws, Esther and 
her family had to move into 
an apartment in the ghetto.  
The Nazis seized the butch-
er shop from her father and 
uncle. By 1942, Jews were 
neither safe on the street 

nor in their homes. The first time the 
Germans came, her family was lucky – 
as a butcher, her father was considered 
in a demand profession.  But a month 
later, they were detained and taken to 
the theater, De Hollandse Schouwburg, 
which the Germans had turned into the 
processing center for Jews prior to de-
portation. Though her aunt, uncle and 
cousin were not released, Esther and her 
parents managed to escape via the back 
stairs and returned to their apartment. 

Some time later, her aunt sent a 
postcard from the transit camp, West-
erbork, with a coded message telling 
them to go into hiding. Esther’s father 
and mother were convinced that their 
lives were in danger – they had heard 
of reports about the camps and death 
by gas. The third time that they were 
detained, it was a very hazy night.  Her 
father was beaten by the Nazis and their 
family was loaded into the back of an 
open truck.  Shortly thereafter, someone 
came around to where they were sitting 
and told them to jump off and hide 
themselves in the children’s crèche across 
from the theatre. They spent the night 
there and her father made arrangements 
for the family to go into hiding with 
their relatives in Enschede.  Esther and 

The Kindness of Strangers:  
Esther Posner’s Story
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esther’s family in amsterdam, 
before the Germans arrived

esther at about four years old
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her family remained in hiding from 
May, 1943 to October, 1944.

Amazing as it may seem, the chil-
dren of the family had no idea there 
were six people hidden in their home. 
A system was set up, in which the 
Underduikers – those in hiding – were 
restricted to certain parts of the house 
and bells warned them of anyone 
coming. Whenever a search occurred, 
they squeezed into a special opening 
in the wall behind a bookcase.   Her 
mother would go downstairs very early 
in the morning and prepare the food 
for the day before the host family got 
up.  Esther remembers how her family 
refused to eat any non-kosher animals, 
although the Rabbinate of Amsterdam 
had decreed that all food could be eaten 
to save one’s life.  The family prayed 
daily and on holidays.  On Mondays, 
her mother washed all the clothes.  They 
allowed themselves no belongings that 
could accidentally give them away. 

During national school vacations, 
Esther was allowed downstairs and 
their hosts’ children were told that she 
was a visiting cousin, her father was in 
a German labor camp and her mother 
was ill. She was sent “on vacation” and 
stayed in a home of a pastor who took 
her to church, where she even learned 
the Catechism, as part of the “persona” 
she assumed while there.  On a couple 
of occasions, she was able to visit her 
aunts, who were hidden with a nearby 
family.  

On Christmas night, the whole fam-
ily was able to go out. Esther remembers 
the magical feeling of seeing the stars in 
the sky on their way home. The mem-
bers of the Underground accompanying 
the family chose Christmas night be-
cause the Germans were getting drunk. 

Three months after Esther’s family 
went into hiding, Dik Mos and many 
of his fellow Dutch policemen were 
deported in reprisal for an attempt on 
a German official’s life. Mos treasured 
a letter that the young Esther carefully 
worded and sent to him while he was in 
prison. The letter survived and she has 
it among her possessions. While he was 
gone, Rie Mos visited the families her 

husband had helped to hide, bringing 
with her their newborn baby, whom 
Dik had never seen.

When Esther was seven, the Klein-
jan family could no longer hide Esther’s 
family. Her father requested that, be-
cause Esther was blond and didn’t look 
Jewish, she be sent 
somewhere where she 
did not have to hide. 
The first place she 
was taken made her 
miserable, so she was 
sent to a family with 
six older children. 
The father was a 
school principal who 
saw to her education. 
She stayed there two 
months and each 
Sunday she visited 
her parents in their hiding place.  Over 
the following months, the family stayed 
in other locations, ending up in the 
town of Delden at the end of the war. 

In April 1945, shortly before Esther’s 
eighth birthday, they were liberated by 
Canadian soldiers. To help her celebrate, 
the soldiers made a birthday cake, even 
going to the trouble of ensuring there 
was no lard in it.  

A few years later, her parents decided 
to emigrate to the United States.

In 1975, after more than 20 years 
in the United States, Esther and her 
husband traveled to Holland to visit the 
families and places that had sheltered 
her. In a conversation with Dik and 
Rie Mos, the Posners realized that this 
altruistic and courageous couple had 
not been recognized in the Avenue of 
the Righteous at Yad Vashem, though 
a grateful family had planted a Jew-
ish National Fund tree in Israel in the 
Mos’ honor years before. Esther was 
determined that this be rectified. It took 
quite some arranging, including attest-
ing to their worthiness, but her perse-
verance paid off. A tree was planted at 
Yad Vashem in October 1979.

In 1977, when the Posners’ oldest 
son celebrated his Bar Mitzvah, Dik and 
Rie traveled from Holland to Detroit 
for the event.  In their honor, the Dutch 
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consul from Chicago attended and pre-
sented the Mos couple with the Medal 
of the Righteous from Yad Vashem and 
the Mayor of Oak Park named the day 
in their honor. Esther says that Dik and 
Rie greatly enjoyed seeing her family liv-
ing an Orthodox Jewish life-style.  They 
said: “We had to save you because you 
are Jews and we are glad to see you liv-

ing your lives as Jews.”   Esther kept in 
contact with them until their deaths. 

Esther has been active for many 
years with Holocaust survivor organiza-
tions. She plans to begin writing a book 
soon for her children and grandchildren 
about her experiences.

Too Little, Too Late?
The New York Times Apology Panel

One of two permanent exhibits 
recently installed raises eyebrows, by 
echoing the unanswered question about 
the Holocaust: “Why didn’t people 
speak out more strongly against what 
was going on?”  

The exhibit is a panel 
displaying an enlarged 
reprint of an article that 
appeared in The New 
York Times on Novem-
ber 14, 2001, titled 
“Turning Away From 
the Holocaust.”  It is 
subtitled, “1851-2001 – 
A Horror Unexamined.” 
A pull quote at the top 
states, “Although editors 
knew of Hitler’s extermi-
nation of the Jews, they mostly hid the 
story on the inside pages.”

Max Frankel, a former executive 
editor of The New York Times, skillfully 
writes this troubling, but informa-
tive, overview. Frankel theorizes that 
the Times, which “took great pride in 
ranking the importance of events each 
morning and in carefully reviewing the 
major news of every week and every 
year,” acted upon a guiding principle of 
not featuring the plight of the Jews and, 
when actually reporting the situation, of 
linking their suffering to that of many 
other Europeans.  

He suggests that the newspaper, like 
most media of that era, embraced the 
wartime policies of the governments of 
America and England, which discour-
aged immigration and had diplomatic 

reasons to refuse Jewish settlements in 
regions like then-Palestine. Also influ-
encing media’s downplaying of actual 
events was the fact that many news 
outlets were owned by Jewish interests 
who wished to avoid the appearance 

of promoting Jewish 
agendas. In the case of 
the Times, the resulting 
coverage was a white-
washed version of reality, 
most often appearing on 
less prominent pages of 
the publication. Only 
one editorial addressed 
the matter and, for a 
short 48-hour period 
in March 1943, the 
newspaper conceded “in 

multiple ways that Europe’s Jews mer-
ited extraordinary attention.” 

Frankel ends his article with this 
very sage summation: “And to this day 
the failure of America’s media to fasten 
upon Hitler’s mad atrocities stirs the 
conscience of succeeding generations of 
reporters and editors. It has made them 
acutely alert to ethnic barbarities in far-
off places like Uganda, Rwanda, Bosnia 
and Kosovo. It leaves them obviously 
resolved that in the face of genocide, 
journalism shall not have failed in vain.”

Take the time when you next visit 
our museum to read this fascinating 
article and realize how at that time the 
newspaper and so many others like it 
left their readers relatively uninformed 
about the truth regarding the Holo-
caust. 

HMCZFC on Facebook  
show your support by becom-
ing a ‘fan.’  Visit www.facebook.
com/hmczfc or, after logging 
on to Facebook, search for 
“Holocaust Memorial center.”   
updated with interesting facts, 
photographs, an event calendar 
and visitor information.

I‘m glad I brought my 
children here so that 
they could learn about 
history and tolerance.  
I would like them to 
be able to stand up 
against persecution 
and injustice. 
- From a Wall of Thought 
in the Harry and Wanda 
Zekelman International 
Institute of the Righteous
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Jeffery Kluger

The 5th Annual International 
Symposium on Altruism took place 
on Friday, April 24. The all-day event 
featured presentations 
by three prominent and 
inspiring speakers and 
attracted more than 
80 participants, rang-
ing from middle- and 
high-school students to 
HMCZFC volunteers 
and the general public.

The symposium 
as a whole, “Aspects 
of Compassion and 
Morality,” focused on 
approaches to the study 
of moral behavior. The 
opening speech was delivered by Jeffrey 
Kluger, Senior Writer for TIME Maga-
zine, whose 2007 article “What makes 
us moral?,” landed the topic of altru-
ism on the coffee tables of thousands of 
Americans. His narrative placed moral-

ity and moral behavior into a global his-
torical context, drawing in cultural ele-
ments such as race and ethnicity, gender, 

and age.  He discussed 
altruism in relation to 
today’s troubled, often 
violent world.  “The 
importance of fostering 
tolerance and empathy,” 
he emphasized, “has 
never been greater than 
today.”

Dr. Michael Schul-
man, Chair of the 
Columbia Univer-
sity Seminar on Ethics, 
Moral Development, 
and Society, addressed 

the reciprocal effects of religion on 
altruistic motivation, supporting his ar-
gument with samples from the primary 
texts of several major religions.  

The third speaker, Dr. Lynn Un-
derwood, is Professor of Biomedical 

Symposium Explores Compassion 
and Morality

New Publication
We are pleased to announce the 
publication of “the Rewards of 
Raising Righteous children; Pro-
ceedings of the Fourth Interna-
tional symposium on altruism.”

the volume represents the pro-
ceedings of last year’s Fourth 
International symposium on 
altruism, held at the Holocaust 
Memorial center Zekelman 
Family campus. It reflects the 
inspiring speeches of nationally 
- and internationally - known 
experts on altruism and socially 
responsible behavior.

this publication is available for 
sale in the Doris and eric Billes 
Museum shop.

A second, recently installed perma-
nent exhibit, “Pre-World War II Jewish 
Communities,” located in the Museum 
of the European Jewish Heritage, con-
tinuously scrolls down a color-coded list 
of communities, country by country. 
The cities and towns within each coun-
try are arranged by population size and 
grouped alphabetically.  The population 

statistics are based on standard refer-
ence sources. The spelling of the names 
are based on Yad Vashem’s “Jewish 
Communities Destroyed in the Holo-
caust,” Jerusalem, 1982.  In the exhibit’s 
background are 30 photos of Jewish life 
in Europe prior to the Holocaust, which 
fade in and out and help portray life 
during that period. 

This exhibit is similar to the one that 
was on display at the West Bloomfield 
facility, but has been considerably up-
graded, reorganized, and digitized. The 
HMCZFC is pleased to acknowledge 
the generous bequest from the estate of 
the late Sandra Maxine Davis, which 
allowed us to establish this very signifi-
cant exhibit.

Jewish Communities Exhibit  
Re-established

Continued on page 15
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Michael H. treblin M.D.  
Immediate Past President

Gary Karp
President of the HMcZFc
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Ten years ago, I became a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Holocaust 
Memorial Center, with one purpose in 
mind – that the six million victims of 
the Holocaust never be forgotten.  To 
kill them once is to murder them; to 
forget them is to silence them forever. 

Adding to the peril of forgetting the 
victims are the Holocaust deniers. These 
revisionists want the world to believe 
the Holocaust never happened, their 
mantra being, “There was no Holocaust 
because man is incapable of committing 
such purported atrocities.”

One weapon can assure that the 
victims of the Shoah are remembered 
– education.  More than 125,000 
people annually learn about history and 
lessons on morality when touring our 
Holocaust Center.  They see how big-
otry and prejudice can lead to uncon-
scionable acts of depravity. Then they 
enter our International Institute of the 
Righteous, where we showcase individu-
als whose actions demonstrate man’s 
capacity to soar to the highest level of 
virtue and compassion.

The HMCZFC augments its  
educational imperative by hosting 

world-class speakers, engaging in out-
reach programs with local schools, and 
hosting annual International Symposi-
ums on Altruism. 

My five-year presidency began with 
the opening of the Holocaust Memorial 
Center in Farmington Hills in 2004 and 
ended this July, just six months after the 
passing of Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig 
 I now take my seat on the Board of  .ז״ל
Directors and add my name to the roll 
of past Presidents. 

We are embarking on a new chap-
ter of the Holocaust Memorial Center 
Zekelman Family Campus.  Our new 
President, the very bright and talented 
Gary Karp, will keep the Board focused 
and eager.  Our Interim Director, the 
learned and affable Dr. Guy Stern, will 
pilot the HMCZFC as we search for a 
permanent Director.  New ideas will be 
voiced, new priorities established and, 
yes, fundraising will be a challenge. 

My message to the staff and volun-
teers: thank you for all of your help and 
caring.  To the public: I urge you to visit 
our magnificent gem in Farmington 
Hills, so that the victims of the Shoah 
will never be forgotten. 

Thoughts of an  
Outgoing President

It is with a great sense of pride and 
humility that I address you as your new 
President. I am eternally indebted to the 
Immediate Past President, Dr. Michael 
Treblin, who has guided this exemplary 
institution through several milestone 
transitions in the past five years, includ-
ing the construction and move to our 
beautiful, state-of-the-art facility.

The last eight months have presented 
their challenges with the passing of our 
beloved Founder and Executive Direc-
tor, Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig ז״ל. Im-
mediately upon his passing, the Board 
put into place an Oversight Committee 

composed of President Treblin, Dr. 
Steven Grant and Alan Zekelman. They 
have worked tirelessly to ensure conti-
nuity in all aspects of the institution. 
The appointment of Dr. Guy Stern as 
Interim Director has allowed the HMC-
ZFC to function seamlessly. The Search 
Committee is hard at work interviewing 
prospective candidates for the position 
of permanent Executive Director to 
help guide us well into the 21st century. 
Your Board has taken a very active and 
dedicated role and we thank the mem-
bers with sincerity and gratitude. The 
devoted HMCZFC staff conducts the 

Thoughts of an  
Incoming President
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Fred Lessing

Today will be better 
for us.  Let those 

who suffered always 
be remembered.  

Let us cherish and 
respect one another 

and the life that 
was given to us.

- From a Wall of Thought 
in the Harry and Wanda 
Zekelman International 

Institute of the Righteous

daily functions passionately and profes-
sionally, without acclaim.

We have much to accomplish in the 
coming years. As the ranks of the Holo-
caust survivors diminish, it is essential 
that we preserve, honor and memorial-
ize their stories and history. The edu-
cation of the young and all of society 
requires our constant attention and 
resources as the days of the Holocaust 
fade into the annals of history. We must 
underscore the importance of educating 
and teaching about the horrors of the 
Holocaust, about the dangers of big-

otry and prejudice, as well as about the 
courageousness and righteousness of too 
few.  It is through education that knowl-
edge flourishes and through knowledge 
that power triumphs...power to prevent 
atrocities such as the Holocaust from 
ever happening again.

It is with gratitude that I serve and I 
look forward to seeing this great institu-
tion continue to grow in stature and 
learning acumen, educating the genera-
tions to come.

On the morning of July 19, a festive 
crowd gathered in the auditorium of 
the HMCZFC for the annual volunteer 
appreciation brunch. Approximately 

100 people turned 
up for the event, 
which recognizes 
the impressive 
contributions 
of more than 
150 volunteers 
(docents, speak-
ers, greeters and 
others), whose 

good will and hard work yielded nearly 
10,000 hours of volunteer service last 
year.

The highlights of the occasion 

included food, friends and family, 
poetry by Interim Director Guy Stern, 
volunteer recognition awards for 5, 10, 
15, 20, and 25 years of service, and a 
musical medley by Dr. Fred Lessing, an 
area psychologist Holocaust survivor 
and recreational flautist.  

Six members of the HMCZFC 
family were awarded plaques honoring 
their service in the U.S. Armed Forces 
during World War II.  Docent Richard 
Foreman distributed the plaques to the 
veterans, noting that, “through their acts 
of heroism, these six helped to ensure 
an end to the war and the liberation of 
occupied Europe.”

The event concluded with a flute 
rendition of Hatikvah.

HMCZFC Celebrates Volunteers
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selma silverman, Dr. Guy stern and 
Roz Leiser at the dedication of the 

Hearing Loop

HMCZFC Staff
Interim Director & Director of the 
Harry & Wanda Zekelman Interna-
tional Institute of the Righteous
Dr. Guy Stern

Administrator
Selma Lahr Silverman

Membership Services
Helen Rosenzveig

Development Director
David Moss

Tour Coordinator
Gail Cohen

Administrative Assistant
Rebecca Swindler

Clerical Assistant
Edith Williams

Head Librarian
Feiga Weiss

Cataloguer
Judy Rosenzveig

Library Assistant 
Josh Arsenault

Systems Analyst & Administrator, 
Graphic Designer
Joshua Nowicki

Building Manager
Tim Zimmerman

Assistant to the Building Manager
Richard Somers

Assistant to the Building Manager
Michael Fridman

ians staged a pogrom; Jewish property 
was plundered and men were forced 
to perform hard labor.  In August, 
1942 the beginning of the end came.  
One thousand of the 1,300 Jews were 
marched 17 kilometers to Sarny.  In 
that short distance, 500 were murdered 
and the surviving 500 were put into 
the Sarny Ghetto.  Records show that 
they were transferred to the Poleska 
Camp. From there, they were methodi-
cally marched in groups to open pits 
and gunned down.  A mass escape was 
organized, but it was quickly quashed.  
Unfortunately, few Bereznitzers lived to 
tell about this gruesome episode.

Today, the Landsmanschaft papers of 
the Bereznitzer Aid Society bear wit-
ness to the number of Detroiters  who 
came from Bereznitz and sent financial 
aid abroad.  Locally, Dr. Richard Stoler, 
a descendant of Bereznitzers, has been 

researching his family tree and has 
recently reincarnated the Bereznitzer 
Society. He and several members have 
been conducting research through our 
Library Archive and were delighted to 
learn about this new archival resource.  
The members of his group have pro-
posed to translate all of the letters with 
the intention of producing a memorial 
book for the town, reconnecting other 
descendants of Bereznitzers, nation-
ally and internationally, and providing 
documentation to interested parties.  
Although relatively little has been 
published about Bereznitz, we hope that 
these archival records will help unite 
the landsmen and memorialize a once-
prominent Jewish community.

Library Archive News continued

In June, the Holocaust Memo-
rial Center Zekelman Family Campus 
received a gift of a Hearing Loop System 
in the large lecture hall. The system is 
designed to interface with hearing aids 
to provide clearer, amplified hearing at 
our various community programs. The 
system was generously donated by Roz 
Leiser, owner of Oakland Audiology 
in Waterford and 
Optimum Hearing 
Care in Novi, in 
memory of her fa-
ther, Rudolf Leiser, 
and his family, 
which perished in 
the Holocaust.

The Hear-
ing Loop’s audio 
source sends sound 
signals through 
an amplifier and 
onto a personal 
receiver - a hearing aid.  The system 

allows those wearing a T-coil-equipped 
device, featured in most hearing aids, 
to hear clearer, crisp sound without the 
use of bulky and sometimes unsanitary 
headphones. The placement of the loop 
creates an even field of coverage and 
ensures that the enhanced sound will 
remain inside the lecture hall and not 
spill out into adjacent areas.

Gift of Hearing Loop Receives 
Resounding Welcome
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Hiller’s Scrip Cards help the 
Holocaust Memorial Center

the Holocaust Memorial center 
Zekelman Family campus is partici-
pating in the Hiller’s Market scrip 
Program. We will receive a donation 
from Hiller’s equal to 5 percent of 
every purchase you make. Hiller’s 
scrip cards can be picked up at 
the HMcZFc, or be mailed to you 
directly. 

Hiller’s scrip cards are used similarly 
to a credit card. you can even use a 
credit card to load money onto your 

Hiller’s card, enabling you to still 
earn miles, rebates and other incen-
tives on your credit card. consider 
loading one up as a gift for someone 
special. If you have a Hiller’s scrip 
card from a school or organization, 
please support the center with a 
second card and alternate between 
the two.

spend $100 a week on groceries and 
a $5 donation goes to the HMcZFc 
- truly a win-win situation. For more 
information, please contact selma 
silverman, 248.553.2400, ext. 12.

When you become a member, you demonstrate your support of educational 
programs that teach visitors of all ages and cultural backgrounds about the dangers 
of intolerance and hate. We leverage that support when seeking funds from corpo-
rate and family foundations, which frequently ask how many members we have as a 
gauge of community interest.

Membership Benefits:
•	 A Hiller’s Scrip Card mailed to all members, encouraging them to shop at 

Hiller’s Market, with a percentage of purchase donated by Hiller’s back to 
HMCZFC 

•	 Discount at museum shop:  10 percent for Student through Family Member-
ships; 15 percent for Supporter & Patron; 20 percent for Guardian; 25 percent 
for President’s Circle and above 

•	 Newsletter subscription
•	 Zachor Pin for new members 

For more information, contact Helen Rosenzveig in the Membership Services office  
at 248.553.2400, ext. 13.

Why Become a Holocaust 
Memorial Center Member?

Humanities at Hiram College and 
consultant to the National Institutes 
of Health.  Dr. Underwood has pub-
lished widely on altruism; her long-term 
research goals revolutionized the study 
of bioethics.  Her presentation bridged 
the gap between biological and ethical 
motivations for compassion.

Reviews from the audience were very 
favorable. “I really liked the first speak-
er,” one young student from Berkley 

High School said.  “I was worried that I 
wouldn’t understand. But he really made 
us think.”

Another participant, Dr. Sue Kro-
likowski, said “Each speaker helped us 
better recognize our personal capacities 
for altruism.”

Plans are underway for next year’s 
symposium, which is scheduled for May 
7.  It will focus on religion and altruism.

Symposium continued

Thank You 
We wish to thank stewart shear 
and custom coffee service of 
Ferndale for the generosity 
extended to our staff, volun-
teers and visitors.
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Make a Difference with Your 
Donation to the Holocaust 
Memorial Center

When it opened in 1984, the Holo-
caust Memorial Center was the first 
freestanding institution in the United 
States dedicated to preserving the 
memory of the Holocaust.  Today, the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman 
Family Campus (HMCZFC) contin-
ues to be at the forefront of efforts to 
ensure that the world never forgets this 
horrific period of history, and that its 
lessons can be used for the betterment 
of humanity.

Celebrating its 25th anniversary this 
year, the HMCZFC offers state-of-the-
art exhibits which vividly document 
the tragedy that befell Europe’s Jews, 
while inviting visitors to experience the 
incredibly rich European Jewish culture 
which gave rise to individuals who made 
important contributions to literature, 
science, and the arts.

In order to continue touching the 
lives of 125,000 visitors each year, we 
rely on the support of individuals in our 
community.  Annual memberships, trib-
ute donations, and general donations 
go directly toward funding the daily 
educational activities of this institution. 
Contributions may also be targeted to-
ward capital projects, the library archive, 
our permanent endowment, and special 
programs. 

How can you help the Holocaust Memorial Center?
Become a Member! - Demonstrate your support of our world-class programs and 

exhibits.  Foundations typically gauge community interest and support of an 
organization by the number of enrolled members it has.

Capital Campaign Fund - Naming opportunities still exist for several rooms and 
areas throughout our museum.  

Endowment Fund - Help us establish a permanent endowment, ensuring continu-
ous quality educational programs now and for future generations.

Tributes - Tribute donations are an ideal way to acknowledge a special occasion or 
to honor the memory of a loved one. 

Matching Gifts - Many companies will match contributions made by their em-
ployees. This is a great way to really make a difference with your donation.

Gifts in Kind - Holocaust-era books, documents, and artifacts are welcome addi-
tions to our collection.  Office equipment and supplies are accepted as well.

Gifts of Stock - Gifts of long-term securities, stocks and mutual funds can provide 
the HMCZFC with valuable assets, and provide you with a tax deduction.

Gifts of Life Insurance - Donate Life Insurance by contributing an existing policy 
or buying a new policy. Your family will receive significant tax benefits while you 
ensure the continuation of our state-of-the-art educational programs.

Bequests - Establishing a bequest to benefit the HMCZFC allows you to make 
a significant gift to the community while retaining lifetime control over your 
assets. 

For information on donations to the Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family 
Campus, contact David Moss, Development Director, at 248.553.2400, ext. 23, or 
Helen Rosenzveig, Membership Services, at 248.553.2400, ext. 13.


