
Special Exhibition
A Day in the Warsaw Ghetto:
A Birthday Trip in Hell

Dec. 12, 2010 - March 13, 2011

Come see what’s new.
Come experience our renewed spirit.
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Public Schedule
Sunday – Thursday
9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
(Last admission at 3:30 p.m.)

Friday
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
(Last admission at 1:30 p.m.)

Closed on Saturday

We are closed on Jewish holidays
and most legal holidays.

Docent Guided Public Tours:
-  Sunday - Thursday 1:00 p.m.
-  Last approximately 2 hours
-  No public tours on Friday

Special Exhibit Guided Public Tours:
-  Sunday noon

28123 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48334-3738  •  248.553.2400  •  www.holocaustcenter.org   Fall 2010

With the 
dawn of a new 
year approaching, 
the Holocaust 
Memorial Center’s 
urgent message of 
hope and toler-
ance is resonating 
stronger than 

ever before. In a world where conflict, 
suffering, and intolerance still exist, 
we are grateful that so many have the 
opportunity to hear remarkable per-
sonal stories from heroic and cherished 
Survivors in our midst.  By teaching 
the timeless lessons of the Holocaust, 
we highlight a dark past so that we can 
collectively move towards securing a 
brighter future.

As I reflect on the past year, we 
have accomplished much in the 
pursuit of our ideals and goals.  We’ve 
introduced the concept of temporary 
exhibits, hosting quarterly special 
exhibitions that explore perspectives 
on a vast array of topics.  We’ve forged 
new relationships with the community 
at large and have solidified existing 
ones.  Under the leadership of Dr. Guy 
Stern, we’ve established ourselves as a 
premier educational institution, hosted 
numerous seminars and joined several 
organizations and cultural alliances 

all aimed at increasing our capability 
to provide a broad and profound 
educational experience.

Over nearly three decades, this 
great institution has evolved and 
expanded in so many ways, first 
under founder and longtime executive 
director Rabbi Charles Rosenzveig ז״ל, 
and more recently under the leadership 
of Stephen Goldman.  Although we’re 
proud of our progress, we have a lot 
more to accomplish.  Like many other 
institutions, we have experienced a rise 
in costs coupled with a reduction in 
donations. In order to ensure that the 
Center continues to operate at a high 
level of excellence, we are undertaking 
a major annual initiative and will be 
seeking sponsorships for events.  We 
will be planning events with an eye 
towards augmenting the depth of what 
we offer.

As a lasting tribute to many 
Holocaust Survivors from our 
community, the Holocaust Memorial 
Center will be permanently 
housing “Portraits of Honor,” a 
stirring interactive photographic 
and biographical display of local 
grandparents, mothers, fathers, aunts, 
uncles, sisters and brothers.  Please 
join us as we Illuminate the Past and 
Enlighten the Future.

Enlightening the Future

Gary Karp



It has been 
a busy year, full 
of change and 
renewed excite-
ment.  I get notes, 
calls and emails 
telling me exactly 
what you like and 
some things that 
you may question.  

Please keep in touch, my door really IS 
always open to all.

We have built new relationships 
with the community.  Outreach has 
been a priority since I arrived and we 
have made great strides in coopera-
tion with Jewish agencies as well as the 
general public.  We have collaborated or 
are collaborating with Federation, the 
JCC, many synagogues and temples, 
the Jewish Historical Society, the Jewish 
Genealogical Society, Shalom Street, 
Charash Gallery, CHAIM, JCRC, JGN 
and the Holocaust Education Coalition.

The Education Department es-
pecially, under the leadership of Dr. 
Guy Stern, expanded its reach.  The 
HMC held our first Summer Teachers’ 
Institute, solidified relations with 
Eastern Michigan University, Wayne 
State, University of Michigan, Michigan 
State University, surrounding school dis-
tricts, and have established ourselves as 
a premiere education center with an in-
ternational reputation.  We have joined 
the American Association of Museums, 
Council of American Jewish Museums, 
Visitors and Conventions Bureau, 
Michigan Museums Association, 
Cultural Alliance of Southeastern 
Michigan, and are active in many spe-
cial interest groups.

In terms of outreach to our neigh-
bors, I attended the Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day service at St. John’s, 
met with my colleagues at the Arab-
American National Museum, visited 
Orchard Lake Schools (Polish Mission), 
which is developing a museum, joined 
the Chicago consulate corps at the 
Polish consulate at a celebration of 

Poland’s independence from the [then] 
Soviet Union.  I met with individual 
consuls general, including the Consul 
General from Lithuania, and have 
begun discussions about cooperative 
programs about the righteous in that 
country.  I have met with numerous 
community and interfaith groups.

A significant change that is reap-
ing immediate benefits is our charging 
admission for the first time in the his-
tory of the Holocaust Memorial Center.  
There has been none of the negative 
backlash that some expected and we 
have averaged $8,000 per month even 
excluding school groups admission fees.  

Perhaps the most visible change has 
been initiating a temporary exhibition 
program.  Each three months, we host a 
special exhibition exploring perspectives 
on the Holocaust, genocide, art, history, 
and issues of Jewish concern.  These 
exhibitions, an important part of the 
programs at most large museums, bring 
in new constituencies, visitors who may 
not have stopped in because of their 
perception of what a Holocaust mu-
seum must be, and provide a reason and 
the opportunity for the return visitor to 
see something new.  This will renew ex-
citement about the HMC, and expand 
the breadth and depth of the impor-
tance of the Center.  I 
hope that you came 
to see The Auschwitz 
Album, Icons of Loss: 
The Art of Samuel 
Bak, and Synagogues 
in Germany: A Virtual 
Reconstruction.  Look 
for an article on our 
current exhibit, A Day 
in the Warsaw Ghetto, 
A Birthday Trip in Hell 
elsewhere in this issue.

After a year-long 
search, the HMC has 
acquired an authentic 
World War Two era 
railway boxcar, one of 
the last in all of Europe 

and the only one exported to the United 
States from Germany.  With the cooper-
ation of the German National Railroad 
and the Technical [Railroad] Museum 
in Berlin, the ten-ton boxcar will come 
to the Museum soon and will undergo 
careful conservation. A rare artifact, this 
boxcar will be shown to school children 
and other visitors and will stand in 
mute testimony of the horrors of the 
Holocaust. We shall be embarking on 
a capital campaign to fund this special 
addition and develop a Survivor Garden 
and other outdoor spaces, so call for 
more information on dedication op-
portunities.

The road ahead is clear and we have 
needs and high hopes for the future.  
Recruiting and training new docents 
and volunteers, adding to our perma-
nent collections, continuously expand-
ing aspects of our core exhibits, expand-
ing our outreach to include younger 
visitors in a meaningful way and much 
more.  All these processes are under-
way and we need you to be part of that 
future; I should be remiss if I fail to ask, 
as I always do: join, contribute, visit, 
volunteer.  And tell your friends!

From the Executive Director

Stephen M. Goldman

The railway boxcar to be exported to the United States from Germany.



It is time.  It is now that these projects need to begin.  The boxcar, one of the last 
in Europe, will soon be delivered and the Memorial Pillar sculpture that adorned 
the sculpture garden at the Jewish Community Center has been moved to the 
Holocaust Memorial Center, its rightful place.  These events are besheret, meant to 
be.  

We certainly hope that you will be part of the continued growth of the Holocaust Memorial Center 
Zekelman Family Campus and contribute generously.  Each section of the project has many opportunities 
for dedication and honoring loved ones.

Please contact David Moss to learn more at 248.553.2400, ext. 23.

Boxcar • Hall of Souls & Amphitheatre
Sculpture Garden • Veterans Memorial 
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Artistic renderings courtesy of:  
Grissim Metz Andriese Associates
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A Day in the Life of the Warsaw Ghetto
As a curator and later museum 

director, I have always considered 
photographs more than just evidence 
of an event or a mere record of history.  
Certainly, there is a historical aspect 
to photographs from the past; they 
do record and provide evidence and 
this may, indeed, have been the intent 
of the photographer.  There are also 
photographs that are intended as art, 
something way beyond artifact.  It is my 
contention that virtually ALL photogra-
phy is art (most of it, like all media, not 
very good art, but art nevertheless).  The 
next logical step 
is, naturally, to 
examine the artist 
in light of his or 
her art, study not 
only the object 
seen through the 
lens, but the person looking through 
the lens.  The photographer sees the 
subject in a way different from the 
casual visitor.  While we may turn away 
from something that is bothersome or 
offensive, the photographer cannot, he 
must, indeed, focus intently on each 
detail, each nuance of his surroundings.  
This, in turn, affects the photographer 
more viscerally than other observers of 
life which cannot but be revealed in the 
final image. 

That being said let us consider Heinz 
Jöst, the Wehrmacht Sergeant who 
walked into the Warsaw Ghetto on his 
birthday, a cold September 19, 1941.  
Jöst was an hotelier from Langelsheim, 
Germany, and was serving in September 
1941 at Camp 31 near Warsaw.  He 
said, “I was in camp for several years.  
On my journeys, I observed many dead 
bodies lying along the Ghetto wall.  I 
went in without difficulty, wandered 
around in the streets behind the walls 
and photographed what I saw.  Until 
then, I knew nothing about what was 

happening behind 
the walls.”  

To provide con-
text, it must be made 
clear that virtually all 
of the photographic 
records of the 

Holocaust were made by Germans and 
most probably Nazis: reporters, soldiers, 
or official SS propaganda photogra-
phers.  This has provided an incom-
parable body of historic data through 
the eyes of the perpetrators of the 
Holocaust.  In studying these pictures 
and with the perspective provided by 
time, we see that there is little sympathy 
and no empathy among most of these 
photographers.  Indeed, the “official” 
photographs, especially, show the 

victims in as unfavorable a 
way as possible to bolster 
the ideology of the Nazi 
party vis-à-vis the Jews.  
Jöst is not one of these pho-
tographers; he is a laudable 
exception.

Even the Jewish pho-
tographers of the Warsaw 
Ghetto and other Nazi 
atrocities wanted no eye 
contact with the subjects, 
clearly setting up an artistic 
separation between them.  
Jöst engenders no such 
separation.  He is clearly 
involved in their plight 
and is affected by what he 

sees.  Indeed, the experience was clearly 
most disturbing to Jöst.  He added, “I 
had invited some comrades to a birth-
day supper for me that evening.  I don’t 
want to say how I felt during the meal.  
I lost my appetite.

“In my letters home I didn’t say any-
thing about what I had seen.  I didn’t 
want to upset my family.  I thought, 
‘What sort of world is this?’  I didn’t tell 
my comrades either.  Later on, when 
they burnt down the Ghetto, we didn’t 
pay any attention.”

Jöst turned the collection over to 
Stern magazine in the 1980s, shortly 
before he died.  Guenther Schwarberg, 
the editor, gave them to Yad Vashem in 
1987.

Stephen M. Goldman 
Executive Director

A Day in the Warsaw Ghetto 
is on display until March 13.

Guided public tours of this 
exhibit are available at noon 

on Sundays.

“In my letters home I didn’t 
say anything about what I 
had seen.  I didn’t want to 
upset my family.“
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Admission Focuses on the Bottom Line
These are chal-

lenging times for 
cultural organiza-
tions both locally 
and nationally, 
and the Holocaust 
Memorial Center 
is no different.  
In September of 

this year, we began charging admission 
to help support our annual operating 
budget.  Fees are in line with similar-
sized museums.

Charging admission:
• keeps our doors open and subsidizes 

the cost for those who cannot afford 
to pay - so that money is never a 
barrier to anyone wishing to learn,

• raises awareness,
• lends value to the experience,
• provides state-of-the-art exhibits, 

programs, and speakers, to help our 
visitors learn what they can do to 
ensure that the lessons of the past 
are not forgotten.

Members receive free admission, a 
quarterly print newsletter, event notices, 
and invitations to special programming.  
Members also enjoy knowing that they 
are helping to teach the dangers of hate 
and prejudice to a generation of youth.  
Membership demonstrates a commit-
ment to remembering the 6 million 
Jews and 5 million other victims while 
honoring the courageous Survivors 
whose vision and dedication helped 
build this Center.

Membership is an endorsement of 
our mission. And your membership 
goes twice as far, helping the Holocaust 
Center secure funding from corporate, 
government, and family foundations for 
programming, operational expenses, and 
exhibits.

For more information about mem-
bership or admission charges, contact 
David Moss at 248.553.2400, ext. 23, 
or david.moss@holocaustcenter.org.

Telling the Story
Becoming a docent at the HMC 

has been a true labor of love.  It’s con-
nected me more deeply to my family 
history and outlined a course for the 
present and future.  You see, my dear 
mother Ilona Dorenter 
Berk, now 92 and living 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, is a 
Holocaust survivor.  She 
survived the horrors of five 
concentration camps, in-
cluding Auschwitz where 
she lost two brothers and a 
sister in the gas chambers.  
Mom has told me numer-
ous stories about her experiences.  The 
fact that she was able to recover after 
weighing just 55 pounds is a miracle.  
That she was able to give birth years 
later to a healthy boy, in my mind, is a 

double miracle.  And that’s a big part of 
my devotion to the HMC and its ideals.

Early in my docent training, I was 
viewing The Auschwitz Album exhibit on 
loan to the HMC, when to my aston-

ishment, I came across a pic-
ture of Mom, photographed 
after arriving in May 1944 
on the Hungarian transport.  
I look at that photo and feel 
so many emotions.  I am 
so lucky to be alive and I’ll 
steadfastly tell the story of 
the Holocaust to the best of 
my ability.  I want people to 

know about the evil that has existed in 
this world,  but also about the beauty 
and many acts of altruism as well.  The 
story MUST be told. 

Jim Berk

The computer age has removed 
some of the challenges of teach-
ing history to high school students.  
Educational websites which include 
virtual representations of both pri-
mary and secondary source material 
are readily accessible to teachers and 
their students.  

However, the computer and all 
that it has to offer will never replace 
the experience of visiting a mu-
seum.  This is especially true of the 
Holocaust Memorial Center.  At the 
HMC, students see and feel real arti-
facts. They listen to and ask questions 
of real survivors and real experts.  
They feel and contemplate and ques-
tion in an environment where they 
are immersed by the images, infor-
mation and artifacts of these critical 
historical events.

In an era of “virtual” everything, 
what the Museum offers is real.  And 
the students know it.   

Robert Lurie
Waverly High School 

Lansing, Michigan

HMC Gives 
Students Real 
Experience

Now that we’re charging admission, HMC 
membership makes more sense than ever!

David M. Moss

Ilona Dorenter Berk,
Jim Berk’s mother
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Library Archive Volunteers
In this age of instant access to information, it is assumed 

that a researcher will find what is needed with relative ease.   
But that isn’t necessarily true.  Our Library Archive has 
gone to great lengths to make our resources user-friendly.  
However, the work is labor-intensive and ongoing.    

It is our mission to promote and facilitate Holocaust re-
search, remembrance and education.  We are also responsible 
for supporting the museum’s exhibits and displays, including 
artifacts and historical background.   We provide informa-
tional support to our administrative staff and docents who, 
on a daily and hourly basis, are bombarded with every kind of 
question posed by our visitors. 

Our workload is full and we have accomplished much.    
However, we would like to acknowledge the assistance of our 
wonderful volunteers, who have made exceptional contribu-
tions to our library operations.  

Arden Burnstein organizes large 
numbers of incoming volumes and 
prepares our soft cover books for 
binding, a task which requires metic-
ulous attention to detail.  We always 
have a large number of volumes in 
need of binding because publishers 
often use soft covers as a cost cutting 
measure, irrespective of the wealth of 

information inside.
Both of these aspects of library work give Arden the learn-

ing environment she enjoys.  Her help is invaluable.   It is a 
pleasure to depend on her willing and able attitude.

Miriam Cohen was recommend-
ed to us because of her previous 
experience with the Philip Slomovitz 
Archives.   She has been inventory-
ing the Scattergood Hostel Archive 
and Artifact Collection, a formidable 
undertaking requiring the ability 
to arrange, sort and classify many 
unusual papers and objects.    

The Scattergood Hostel was a Quaker settlement in Iowa, 
which provided a temporary haven for refugees fleeing Nazi 
Germany between  1939-1943.  A total of 185 people, called 
“guests” by their hosts, found shelter here. The Friends’ objec-
tive was to acclimate and integrate the refugees into American 
society and, without question, they accomplished their goal.  

We have in our possession hundreds of documents, 
photographs, and miscellaneous memorabilia, including such 
items as a suitcase, games, jewelry, textiles, Rosenthal china, a 
camera, and a German-made typewriter, left behind after the 

immigrants found new homes in the United States.  Miriam 
carefully entered, described and numbered most of the items.

Clara Garbon-Radnotti, a na-
tive Hungarian and survivor of the 
Budapest ghetto, joined the volun-
teer staff this past spring.  She was 
the perfect candidate to help us with 
our microfilm project.

Our Center was the recipient of a 
collection of 168 microfilms con-
taining the documentation for the 

monumental work on Hungarian Jews by Professor Randolph 
Braham, The Politics of Genocide.   The reels contain the raw 
data from which the work was written, but there is no index.   
Well, not yet!

Clara accepted the challenge of producing a finding aid.  
She arrived with her laptop and is summarizing thousands 
of documents reel by reel into an Excel file.   Documents 
once buried in Hungarian archives are now accessible to the 
public.  Of particular interest are the lists of Jews deported 
with inventory of their household possessions.  It became 
emotionally difficult when she found her own uncle’s and 
cousins’ records, but she felt morally obligated to continue.  
She wanted to bring these records to light so that we might all 
learn from them.   

Our newest volunteer is Brian 
Igoe, a University of Michigan stu-
dent whose knowledge of German is 
an asset to our German Acquisitions 
Book Project.  

This project entails requesting 
relevant books published by German 
educational institutions or govern-
ment offices for our Library.  The 

German distributors have been very generous in sending their 
published works to us.  They know us as a research facility 
and are honored to provide their works to our Center.

A year and a half ago, Sandy 
Schreier, television personality, 
author, lecturer and internationally-
recognized fashion expert, came to 
our Library to research relatives who 
perished during World War II.  Her 
four young cousins, aged 4 - 10 
miraculously survived the Holocaust 
in the French countryside, foraging 

food in all kinds of weather and living in the wild for four 
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Enhancing the Visitor Experience
Thank you to everyone who re-

sponded to the call for docents that 
appeared in our last newsletter.  Our 
team has grown to more than seventy 
docents, with an additional twenty 
people currently engaged in the training 
process. 

The Docent 
Steering Committee, 
which functions as a 
liaison between the 
docents and HMC 
administration, 
has been very busy 
developing new programs and fine-
tuning our current practices.  At the 
moment, we are focusing on an educa-
tional approach for 5th and 6th grade 
students who have had little exposure 
to the Holocaust.  The promotion of 
respect, responsibility, and altruism are 
at the heart of our mission to eradicate 

ugly and violent acts of cruelty towards 
others.  The program is expected to be 
implemented next year.

It is our ongoing goal to improve 
and enhance the visitor experience at 
the HMC.  As a result, a host program 
is being developed to provide assistance 

to visitors who are 
not part of a sched-
uled tour. During 
designated hours, 
docents will greet 
visitors, answer ques-
tions, and provide 

information about the Center, museum, 
and traveling exhibits.  

We look forward to seeing you when 
you visit our traveling exhibit A Day in 
the Warsaw Ghetto: A Birthday Trip in 
Hell.

The Docent Steering Committee

long years.  The boys thought that their parents,  two older 
brothers and baby sister had been killed on the streets of Paris.  
Sandy discovered that their family was actually sent on French 
Convoy Number 46 to Auschwitz.  

Sandy’s family history had new meaning for her and 
she decided, despite her very full calendar, to help us with 
a project very close to her heart.  As an experienced inter-
viewer, she is ideal for to summarize our oral history tapes 
for our website.   Because she is able to empathize with each 
narrative, her writing shows the sensitivity she feels for each 
person’s experience.  

Daniel Greenberg was a profes-
sor of cinema and a film critic for 
many years.   His background in 
videography made him the perfect 
person to help us with our audio-
visuals.  He has transcribed survivor 
audio tapes and cataloged documen-
taries.  

Most recently, he completed 
cataloging the Scattergood Hostel Collection audio and video 
tape interviews.  He indentified, inventoried, numbered, 
described, and integrated them with the rest of the collection, 
in the process creating a Style Manual.  

He is now working on adding newly-acquired maps into 
our catalog, repairing them as needed. 

Selma Tenenbaum, an artist by 
profession and donor of many art-
works in our museum, has been up-
dating the HMCZFC Chronological 
File for many years.   She collects 
the articles where our Center is 
mentioned in the press and carefully 
encloses them in acid-free sleeves 
and files them by date.  Due to her 

diligent efforts, we have a very complete record of the Center’s 
accomplishments and history. 

Additionally, she collects and files articles of interest, not 
necessarily available or retrievable on the web for our Vertical 
File. Selma has been with us for almost as long as the library 
has been open and her cumulative efforts have established a 
very important resource for staff and public use.  

 We want to publically thank our wonderful Library 
Archive volunteers for all they have done for us and contin-
ue to do.  Their hard work, commitment to our mission and 
professionalism are deeply appreciated.  They are helping 
us make our Library Archive one of the most comprehensive 
Holocaust research facilities in the Midwest.

Feiga Weiss    Judy Rosenzveig    Joshua Arsenault

Why Give to our  
Annual Campaign?

You make a real difference 
for the thousands of teens 
and adults who visit our 
museum each month.  You 
help us educate the educators, 
empowering them to continue 
teaching the lessons of the 
Holocaust throughout the 
school year.  You make it 
possible for us to display state-
of-the-art exhibits that keep 
visitors coming back for more. 

Please visit the HMC website 
www.holocaustcenter.org and 
click “Donate/Join” or call David 
Moss at 248.553.2400, ext 23.

. . . respect, responsibility, 
and altruism are at the 
heart of our mission . . . 
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Kalamazoo’s Jewish heritage dates 
back at least to the arrival of Mannes 
Israel in 1844.  

Its German-Jewish community, 
which Israel promoted, was well inte-
grated into the local civic and business 
environment with men such as Sam 
Folz, a clothing retailer, elected mayor 
in 1903.  The city’s first synagogue, 
Temple B’Nai Israel, was built on South 
Street in 1875.

Nevertheless, the history of 
Southwest Michigan reflected social 
prejudices against Jews in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.  South Haven’s 
Jewish resorts are an example of this 
anti-Semitism.

Resorts such as Fidelman’s and 
Mendelson’s Atlantic Hotel grew out 
of the Jewish Agricultural Society that 
helped Jewish immigrants from Europe 
build a better life in America.  In the 
earliest days, the society encouraged 
Jews to farm, but it quickly became 
apparent that the farms could attract 
vacationers from Chicago and elsewhere 
looking for fun and relaxation on the 

shores of Lake Michigan.
By the early 1900s, South 

Haven became a popular destina-
tion not only for locals but also 
for Chicago residents who took 
ferries from that city for one-day 
excursions or weeklong vacations.  
The established resorts, however, 
didn’t accept Jews who were look-
ing for extended stays.  This was 
the market to which the Jewish 
resorts, located north of the Black 
River, would cater.

The resorts offered activities that 
were typical for vacationers in those 
days. People could lounge around a 
pool or go to the beach.  Such sports 
as tennis, badminton, and shuffleboard 
were popular.  Dances, beauty pageants 
and talent shows provided night-time 
entertainment.  Sheila Fidelman, owner 
of one resort, taught dance steps to its 
guests in the morning so that they could 
take to the floor with confidence in the 
evening.

Jewish orchestras from Chicago and 
elsewhere provided entertainment in the 

resorts’ lounges. Guests some-
times brought their own bever-
ages to share with others.

Of course, kosher cooking 
was a major attraction at the 
resorts.  Jewish vacationers not 
only could enjoy kosher foods, 
but traditional foods prepared 
the way their mothers and 
grandmothers had prepared 
them.

It’s not surprising that four 
generations of some families 
made South Haven their annual 
summer destination.

Most of the resorts were 
family-owned, and children and 
grandchildren would pitch in 
during the vacation season to 
make certain that the daily work 
was done.

Some children camped in 
tents during the summer so that 
their rooms were available as 

guest rooms.  In time, the next gen-
eration would take over the operation 
when their parents retired.

The peak years for the Jewish resorts 
were the middle decades of the 20th 
century. The 1950s brought new vaca-
tion opportunities for many Americans.  
Later, a decline in the overt discrimi-
nation of earlier years allowed Jewish 
Americans to visit amusement parks and 
other attractions.  Because of increased 
access to air and automotive travel as 
well as improved highways, Americans 
were able to explore sites around the 
nation. Many resorts, not only Jewish 
ones, lost their appeal.

As the younger generation of the 
resort families went to college and 
pursued other careers, the Jewish resorts 
along Lake Michigan closed.  Their 
legacy persists, testimony to the preju-
dices and entrepreneurial spirit of an 
earlier era.

South Haven’s Jewish Resorts

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is 
a participatory museum of history, 
science, and technology located 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  The ar-
ticle South Haven’s Jewish Resorts 
is reprinted with permission from 
Race: Special Edition (2010) of the 
Kalamazoo Valley Museum and 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College’s publication Museography.

Sheila Fidelman and her husband Irving do a dance number 
in the Mai Tai Lounge for guests at Fidelman’s Resort, ca. 
1955.  Top:  Mendelson’s Atlantic Hotel was a favorite 
destination for vacationers from the 1920s to 1970s.  The 
postcard dates from around 1940.
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An Inspiration More Relevant than Ever
The HMC devotes a significant 

amount of space to a demonstration 
of righteous acts, celebrating unselfish, 
often heroic, acts dating from Biblical 
times to the Nazi period taken both 
from fact and fiction.  In time, the 
exhibits will illustrate altruistic acts right 
up to the present.  Many visitors have 
found in these visual presentations a 
spark of hope set against a conflagration 
of evil.

Yet we might ask what all these 
examples of altruism mean to us, here 
and now?  Of course we want to know 
of such actions, because they appeal to 
an innate human sense of goodness.  
It is thrilling to watch a film such as 
Schindler’s List (which unsurprisingly 
broke attendance records and won an 
Oscar as best picture) because it reaf-
firms our visions of a better world.  In 
fact, studies show that there is a physi-
ological gratification when we perform 
or vicariously take part in such noble 
actions.

Such examples can become, I 

think, an inspiration towards our 
own acts of socially responsible be-
havior.  They can inspire us to coun-
teract inhumane behavior within our 
own environs.  Recent reports point 
to a widespread decline in moral-
ity and a penchant for violence.  
As we know, even American high 
schools and college campuses, once 
a preserve of an almost idyllic life 
(the worst troubles were fraternity 
pranks!) have seen persecution of 
nonconforming individuals, vicious 
rivalries, and violence.  We can do 
much to oppose such destructive be-
havior, challenged by the models we 
see on the walls of our museum.  For 
example, we can refuse to be passive 
bystanders when we see mental or 
physical cruelty enacted.  Surely we 
cannot, now or in the future, shield 
perpetrators by our silence.  

The displays on the walls of this 
museum and the quiet heroic actions 

they portray tell us that the righteous 
acts of a few can lead to the ulti-
mate defeat of evil.  And that is one 
of the reasons why the Holocaust 
Center takes pride in those displays.  
Comments through the years, mostly 
by young students, have convinced 
us of their effectiveness.  In the 
words of Lord Byron, we can “roll 
back the barbarian tide”—as did the 
persons of many nationalities por-
trayed on the Wall of the Righteous. 

Museum Assessment Program
Provides Valuable Feedback

Last winter, HMC staff began a 
detailed assessment of the Center’s 
structure and operations as part of 
the Museum Assessment Program 
(MAP).  The MAP is funded feder-
ally by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services and is administered by 
the American Association of Museums 
(AAM).

The program involves both self- and 
peer review.  It is designed to provide 
constructive criticism and suggestions to 
help museums set realistic and effective 
goals, understand how other institutions 
face similar challenges, and critically 
assess progress in relation to the AAM 
Standards and Best Practices.

June ended with the arrival of our 

MAP Assessor, Lon Smith, Executive 
Director of the Kansas Aviation 
Museum in Wichita.  He conducted 
in-depth interviews with staff, observed 
critical museum functions, and was 
able to tour our facilities as a partici-
pant observer.  The resources provided 
by Lon and the AAM were immensely 
helpful in the process of identifying 
new priorities, encouraging innovative 
strategies, and addressing some areas for 
improvement.  

Taking a critical approach is espe-
cially important during this period of 
transition and growth.  As we work to 
redefine what it is to be the Holocaust 
Memorial Center, we must never lose 
sight of the past as we build our future.

“A very impressive 
exhibit.  I lived 
in Cologne for a 
year and had no 
idea that such a 
grand synagogue 
once stood in the 
city centre.”

- John
 Comment from the Synagogues 

in Germany guest book
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Keeping it Simple in Complicated Times
For many individuals and families, 

the twists and turns of the economy in 
the last few years may have felt like a 
wild rollercoaster ride. The downs (and, 
more recently and fortunately, ups) of 
the stock market, followed by the much-
anticipated yet unexpected one-year 
repeal of the estate tax and generation-
skipping tax in 2010, contributed to 
the confusion. It probably seemed as if 
the best way to deal with the economic 
upheavals was to pull one’s savings from 
wherever they may be located, and stuff 
them under the mattress for safekeeping 
until things return to normal.

In complicated times such as these, 
keeping things simple is probably 
the best bet. Some of the harbingers 
of doom predicted that bequests to 

nonprofit organizations would cease 
to exist without the estate tax as an 
incentive. This, however, is not likely 
to occur. Survey after survey has shown 
that, while tax advantages certainly are 
a factor in people’s decisions to create 
charitable estate plans, the main reason 
to do so is a strong belief in the value of 
the charitable organization.

If you are seeking favorable tax treat-
ment, a charitable bequest still offers 
many advantages. While the estate tax 
has been eliminated for 2010, income 
tax and other taxes live on. By including 
a charitable bequest in your estate plan-
ning, you reduce the taxable income to 
your heirs. In addition, by combining 
a gift from a life insurance policy with 
other options, it is possible to develop 

a “wealth replacement” strategy that 
provides support to your heirs, lifetime 
income for you, and favorable tax treat-
ment. 

Whether your preferred plan-
ning strategy is as simple as a will, or 
a complicated, multi-faceted plan, it 
is advisable to seek the advice of your 
professional advisors. It is important, if 
you utilize the services of more than one 
advisor, to make sure that they consult 
with each other and coordinate their 
planning. It is also a good idea to let the 
charity or charities you plan to support 
through your planning know of your 
decision. They will want to thank you 
for your generosity, and may want to 
discuss how you would like your gift to 
be used.

The Victory Garden!
Last spring, when Amy Seidman 

of Achieving Independent Mind Skills 
(AIMS), a service that provides innova-
tive programming for young adults with 
special needs, was looking for a way to 
engage youngsters, she came up with an 
innovative idea for an organic garden 
project.  The garden she envisioned 
would have parcels for different crops, 
get the kids outside learning to work as 
a team, and would get the community 
involved.

Amy approached the HMC and 
asked to create the garden on the vacant 
land behind the staff parking lot.  She 
also got approval from Henry Ford 
Hospital to sell the produce at their 
Farmer’s Market.  Landscaping company, 
Everything Outdoors, donated the labor 
and materials to help start the garden.

Planting began in the 10-parcel 
“Victory Garden” in May.  AIMS 
participants were able to gain skills and 
confidence in an outdoor, low-pressure 
environment.   At the same time, the 
participants learned to have fun while 

working together toward a common 
goal. 

“It helped stimulate intellectual, 
social, emotional, and physical devel-
opment,” said Amy.  “The community 
really came together, too.  We couldn’t 
have done this without the HMC, 
Everything Outdoors, Henry Ford West 
Bloomfield Hospital and all the devoted 
volunteers. We’re really grateful for 
everyone’s support.”

The Victory Garden project will con-
tinue next year and donations of mulch, 
manure, and topsoil are welcome.

Everyone is equal in the garden!  For 
more information or to join the project 
next year, contact Amy Seidman at  
amyann18@mi.rr.com.

We were pleasantly surprised ear-
lier this month when Patrick Kaser, 
our Gedenkdienst (Austrian Holocaust 
Memorial Service) intern in 2004-05, 
stopped by for a visit.  He was visiting 
family in Pennsylvania and made a 
special trip to Michigan just to say 
hello to everyone at the HMC.  

Patrick is currently living in 
Friedrichshafen, Germany and has 
been a pilot for InterSky for the past 
2 ½ years.  

We have been blessed to have 
had the opportunity to work with so 
many kind and hardworking people 
from the Gedenkdienst program.

Miriam Imerman
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Social Media Status Update
Recently we asked our Social Media 

followers why they support the mission 
of the Holocaust Memorial Center.  The 
response was overwhelming and the 
message very clear:  
We support the Center 
because we must never 
forget and we must 
never allow it to hap-
pen again.

Our Center incor-
porates these two concepts, remembrance 
and action, in all of its goals.  You may 
recall the undeniable emphasis at the 
end of each tour that every individual 
matters and every individual can make a 
difference.   

By following us online, you state 
your belief our mission. Every comment 
is a declaration: I will not passively sit on 
the sidelines and let racism and genocide 
run rampant.

For the first time, the Center par-
ticipated in the Michigan Museums 
Association Annual Conference.  
Joshua Nowicki of the HMC and 
Elizabeth Barker of the Kalamazoo 
Valley Museum co-presented “We’re On 
Facebook!  Now What?,” which focused 

on embracing social media as an im-
portant way to engage the community, 
strengthen ties, and support like-mind-
ed organizations.  Furthermore, it rein-

forces the idea that we 
should cooperate with 
other museums and 
educational institu-
tions to promote our 
shared missions of 
education, historical 

memory, and social responsibility. 
This resolution forms the core of the 

HMC’s new spirit: a strong desire to 
reach out, participate and engage both 
the Jewish and non-Jewish community.  
The lessons of the Holocaust are uni-
versal and the need for education with 
an emphasis on ethical decision-making 
and altruism are imperative.   

So we ask you to share in our re-
newed enthusiasm and support our edu-
cational mission.  Comment and share 
content on Facebook, retweet, post a 
review on Yelp or Google Maps.  With a 
few keystrokes and a couple of minutes, 
you can tell the world why they should 
visit your Holocaust Memorial Center.

The HMC offers the Timeline of 
the Holocaust to educators as a class-
room aid.  The Timeline is available 
for free in two-week increments. 

Fully portable, the Timeline is 8’ 
high by 10’ wide when assembled 
and can easily be set up by one or 
two people.  It collapses for trans-
port into two 35” x 13” diameter 
containers, which can easily fit into 
a car. 

Transportation must be arranged 
by the borrower and a credit card 
is required for security in event of 
damage. 

To schedule call Gail Cohen at 
248.553.2400, ext. 10.

Timeline of the Holocaust

Tell the world why  
they should visit your  

Holocaust Center.
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Upcoming Events

Picture yourself as a teacher in a high 
school classroom.  Your thirty sophomores 
are waiting expectantly for you to provide 
additional context to the book Night by 
Elie Wiesel (or perhaps The Diary of a 
Young Girl by Anne Frank).  You share 
what you know, but drive home frustrated, 
thinking that there must be better way to 
teach the important lessons about hate, 
genocide, resistance, and hope.

This year, the HMC held its first teach-
ers’ Summer Institute, a class offered coop-
eratively for credit with Eastern Michigan 
University, with the goal of not only 
answering instructors’ immediate informa-
tional needs, but also providing high-qual-
ity pedagogical resources for the future.  
For one week in August, six distinguished 
scholars and twenty five teachers came 
together to explore Holocaust education at 
the middle- and high-school levels.  Aside 
from formal lectures, the participants spent 
time in the Library Archive developing a 
sample lesson plan for their classes. 

The participating teachers represented 
a variety of school districts nationally, from 
Michigan to Washington.  The incom-
ing President of the Michigan Council 
for the Social Studies (MCSS), Anthony 
Salciccioli, also joined the proceedings.

Several participants have gone on to 
apply their expanded knowledge.  An 
honorable mention goes to Robert Lurie of 
Waverly High School, who gave a presen-
tation on how to teach about resistance 
during the Holocaust before his peers at 
the MCSS conference in Kalamazoo last 
month.

“The Holocaust just can’t be ignored,” 
one participant wrote.  “The themes are so 
relevant: hate and discrimination, geno-
cide, resistance and courage.  Kids can 
relate these lessons to their own lives.”

The 2010 Summer Institute will be 
offered August 15-19.  It is offered on a 
competitive basis, with preference given to 
current educators.  For more information, 
please contact education@holocaustcenter.org.

Summer Institute Inspires Educators

December 12 – March 13
A Day in the Warsaw Ghetto: A 
Birthday Trip in Hell is on display.

February 6
Film, The Last Survivor.  Four 
tragedies, four journeys, one 
purpose.  Starts at 1:30 p.m. 
followed by a discussion with the 
Director. 

March 6
At 10 a.m., local art expert and 
Wayne State University lecturer 
Wendy Evans will speak about art 
and its role in the Third Reich.

March 27 – July 10
Story of Luco 20th anniversary 
installation by Barsamian.

April 13
Professor Alan Confino 
(University of Virginia) will 
present A World Without Jews: 
Nazi Germany and the Holocaust.  
This lecture is cosponsored 
by Michigan State University 
Jewish Studies in a series focused 
on new directions in the study 
of the Holocaust.  Time to be 
determined.

May 1
Join us for our annual 
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day) 
commemoration.

May 15
7th Annual Symposium on 
Altruism from 1 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
Refreshments will be served.  
Further details to be determined.


