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guests enjoying the  25th anniversary Dinner

Darmstadt Synagogue
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If you or your family worshiped 
in any of the featured synagogues: 
Berlin, Cologne, Dortmund, 
Dresden, Nuremberg, or Pauen, 
please contact Rebecca Swindler at 
248.553.2400 ext. 13.

26th Annual Dinner to Feature Silent Auction
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From the Director’s chair
Improving our institution 
through innovation 
and change.
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“no one knows what 
happened to six year 
old rolf Hess”
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Our Family of Docents
Docents provide highest-
quality service in a 
supportive community.
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Synagogues in Germany: A Virtual Reconstruction

We are pleased to announce 
that on Sunday, October 10, the 
Holocaust Memorial Center’s 26th 
Annual Dinner honoring Shaarit 
Haplaytah, the surviving remnant 
of the Holocaust, will be held at 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek in 
Southfield.  

We are thrilled to announce some 
exciting changes for this year’s dinner. 
For the first time ever, we are host-
ing a silent auction.  This past month, 
volunteers and staff have been busy 
securing donated gift baskets, dinner 

certificates, memorabilia, weekend 
getaways, all-inclusive trips, and every-
thing in between. So bring your credit 
cards, cash and checkbooks because 
you will not want to miss the bidding!  
A list of auction items can be found on 
our website (www.holocaustcenter.org).  
Auction bidding will begin at 5:30 
p.m. and will close at 7 p.m.  

This year we will have strolling din-
ner from 5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m., fol-
lowed by a program at 7:00 p.m.  We 
promise to have guests out by 9 p.m.!  
Auction winners will be able to claim 

their items until 10:00 p.m.
For the past 26 years, the Holocaust 

Memorial Center has filled a unique 
role in our community. Our survivor 
speakers, volunteers, and docents work 
tirelessly to engage visitors of all ages, 
ethnicities and backgrounds. We in-
spire multiple generations, and have set 
a moral compass for the future leaders 
of our community. We work with other 
educational and cultural institutions to 
build bridges of understanding. Please 
join us in delivering a message of toler-
ance, and a message of hope!

During the three months from 
August 29 to November 29, visitors 
to the Holocaust Memorial Center 
will be confronted by a unique exhibit 
that projects the past 
glory of German syn-
agoge architecture by 
the miracle of tech-
nology.  Synagogues in 
Germany: A Virtual 
Reconstruction, 
featuring 25 syna-
gogues torched on 
November 9, 1938, 
will show their 
exterior and interior 
in minute detail via 3-D computer 
reconstruction.

The opening in metro Detroit 
marks the first display of this tech-
nological achievement in the United 

States.  It represents six years of 
concentrated labor by a team of 30 
architects and architectural students of 
the Technical University of Darmstadt 

in Hessia, 
Germany, under 
the guidance and 
leadership of two 
professors, Prof. 
Manfred Koob 
and Dr. Marc 
Grellert.  “It was 
like collecting 
the stones of a 
mosaic,” they 
explained during a 

meeting in Frankfurt.  “Our team col-
lected every locatable piece of pictorial 
evidence; we interviewed surviving 
former members of the synagogues 
and, where possible, we pored over the 

last vestiges of remaining ruins.”
The results are stunning.  Survivors 

marvel that not only has the structural 
beauty of the synagogues been cap-
tured, but also the 
nuances of color 
and décor.  When 
the camera pans 
the windows as if 
“looking inside,” 
the illusion of view-
ing the synagogue’s 
interior is created.

The exhibit 
was secured by the 
HMC through the 
efforts of Executive Director Stephen 
Goldman, who had heard of the ex-
hibit when it toured various museums 
in Europe and Israel.

The exhibit’s two chief curators 
will appear for the opening on August 
29.  In accepting the invitation, they 

expressed their satisfaction that their 
reconstruction will have found a home 
and will be made available to other 
US museums.  “We dreamed of mak-

ing these edifices 
known worldwide 
as a testimonial to 
the glory of an ar-
chitecture that once 
existed – and as a 
warning that mon-
uments decades in 
the making can be 
annihilated by the 
evils and evildoers 
of one night.”

Upcoming Events
August 29, 2010
Synagogues in Germany: a Virtual 
Reconstruction opens.  German synagogues 
destroyed during the Kristallnacht pogrom of 
November 9, 1938 appear in 3-D full-color 
detailed digital reconstructions.  This exciting 
exhibit is open to the public through November 
29, 2010.

September 19, 2010
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Jefferson Ret. 
was a Tuskegee Airman, a prisoner-of-war, and a 
liberator.  He will join us at 7:00 pm to talk about 
his experiences.

October 10, 2010
26th Annual Dinner at Congregation Shaarey 

Zedek in Southfield.  Come join us for the 
evening’s festivities including a silent auction.

November 21, 2010
Guest presenter Brian Murphy addresses the legacy 
of iconic German filmmaker, Leni Riefenstahl 
(1902 – 2003), whose work includes the 1934 
Nazi propaganda film The Triumph of the Will.



David m. moss

Stephen m. goldman

new Directions • new exhibits • new Programs
a new Spirit

Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus • Farmington Hills, Michigan

Icons of Loss: 
The Art of Samuel Bak

May 23 - August 15, 2010

Synagogues in Germany: 
A Virtual Reconstruction
August 29 - November 29, 2010

Daily Tours: Sunday through Thursday @ 1:00 p.m.Call to Schedule Your Group or Exhibit Tour

Special Thanks to all those 
who shopped, tweeted, posted on 
Facebook, e-mailed and volun-
teered on behalf of Whole Foods 
Community Support Day.  You 
helped us raise $8,264! 

Thank You to Whole Foods for 
supporting our Holocaust Center!
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From the Director’s Chair

Sponsorship Paves Way for Inspiration and Education

It’s hard to 
believe that it is 
almost a year since 
I came aboard as 
your Executive 
Director.  You 
are a welcoming 
and warm Jewish 
community and 

I thank you for your support.  I have 
been busy building on the founda-
tion begun by my predecessor and we 
are reaching ever greater heights in so 
many ways.

Some of the new programs sched-
uled include lectures, seminars, teacher 
training, cooperative programs with 

the Cohn-Haddow Center of Wayne 
State University, the Voice Vision 
Holocaust Archive of the University 
of Michigan Archive, and the Jewish 
Studies Department of MSU, other 
community and state organizations 
and museums around the world.  Also, 
we have scheduled temporary exhibi-
tions through 2012 from museums in 
the United States, England and Israel.

We have also built bridges to or-
ganizations within the Jewish commu-
nity: Federation, the JCC, the Temples 
and Synagogues, Jet Theatre, CHAIM, 
the Holocaust Education Coalition, 
among others, becoming a part of the 
Jewish community rather than apart 

from it.  We have also reached out 
to the Chaldean, Roman Catholic, 
African-American and Armenian com-
munities to raise awareness among our 
neighbors.

Another change that you will see 
beginning after Labor Day is that the 
center will be charging admission.  
This initiative, passed by the Board 
of Directors, will have the benefit of 
bringing much needed revenue to the 
HMC and, perhaps even more impor-
tant, the perception to the visitor of 
value – each person coming through 
will have made a financial commit-
ment to the center (and will realize 
that there is financial benefit to mem-

bership which grants free unlimited 
admission).  The charges are in line 
with other museums and attractions in 
the area as well as Holocaust museums 
throughout the country.  There will be 
no charge, of course, for visiting the 
library, the museum shop and for some 
programs.  

If you are NOT a member – join 
now and be part of the future of the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman 
Family Campus and get in for free.  
Call or go on line www.holocaustcent-
er.org to become a member.

COME BACK AGAIN . . . 
FOR THE FIRST TIME!

Would you like 
to help to ensure 
that the lessons of 
the Holocaust are 
not forgotten?

Do you want to 
assist in engaging 
and enlightening a 
generation of youth?  

Can you help us create a better world 
of hope, courage and strength?

Sponsors do all these things and 
more.

Sponsorship is a new concept 
at our Holocaust Memorial Center.  
Once the domain of sporting events, 
non-profits everywhere are turning to 
sponsorship dollars as an additional 
revenue stream.

We offer “Day Sponsorships” 
for $1,000 per day, or $5,000 for a 
week. This is an ideal opportunity for 
banks, credit unions and small busi-

nesses to make a difference, and to get 
their message in front of hundreds of 
people. Day Sponsors are able to bring 
in their own staff at no charge for a 
private tour, and to provide handouts 
to museum visitors. 

Local businesses can sponsor a table 
at our annual dinner, a page on our 
website—or even the entire website.  
Web sponsors are prominently noted 
on our website, and have their logo 
included in all e-mail news blasts.

Exhibit sponsorships offer key 
marketing benefits, with opportuni-
ties starting at $2,500 and ranging to 
$25,000 for a Presenting Sponsorship.  
Exhibit sponsor benefits include sig-
nage, web and social media mentions, 
print advertising mentions, company 
logo on printed materials, VIP catered 
reception, and well-targeted news 
releases.

Museum sponsors are instrumental 
in helping us run our daily operations, 

keep our online content up to date 
and relevant, host educational semi-
nars, and bring in fresh new content 
that will bring visitors back time after 
time, such as Synagogues in Germany: 
A Virtual Reconstruction, on display 
August 29 – November 29.

There are a number of other ways 
that people and businesses can sup-
port our Holocaust Center.  Annual 
Campaign and Membership dona-
tions are a “renewable source” of funds 
that provide for our daily operations. 
Membership gifts come with added 
benefits, such as free admission, print 
and e-newsletters, invitations to 
members-only events, and special 
recognition.

For more information on dona-
tions and sponsorships, please contact 
Development Director David Moss  
at 248.553.2400, ext. 23, or  
david.moss@holocaustcenter.org

Thank you to Best Source 
Credit Union, day sponsors of 
June 3, 2010!

We Need Your Input!
Are you interested in sharing feed-

back regarding your museum experi-
ence? 

We are in the process of surveying 
our visitors to obtain feedback on visi-
tor perceptions and experiences while 
touring the museum.  You can take the 
survey either in the museum or online 
at www.holocaustcenter.org  by click-
ing on Visitor Survey.  It is completely 
anonymous and the feedback will 
allow us to identify what we are doing 
well and how to improve your future 
museum experience.  The survey takes 
only a few minutes of your time and 
is extremely helpful in our efforts to 
continuously improve and bring in 
exhibits of interest to the community.  



rolf Hess’ tsitsit ("fringes") and last letter to his mother and 
grandfather in gurs, France

www.facebook.com/HMCZFC

www.yelp.com

www.youtube.com/user/HolocaustMI

www.twitter.com/HolocaustMI
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 “No one knows what happened to six year old Rolf Hess”
The Holocaust tragedy keeps 

resurfacing.  This past May, a gentle-
man with no foreign accent arrived 
in the Library and after mustering 
great courage, announced, “I am a 
Holocaust survivor.”  He had come to 
the Library to see if he might find out 
about his background.  

He identified himself as Rolf Hess 
from Malsch, Gemany.  He remembers 
that as a young child, he was deported 
to a nearby town with his grandfather, 
Simon Hess, and mother, Rosa Hess, 
and was separated from them, possi-
bly in a police station.  From there he 
recalls boarding a train and being put 
into a children’s home, where he main-
tained written contact with his mother 
and grandfather.

We gave Hess the Library Archive 
copy of the memorial book for Malsch.   
There were quite a few Hesses men-
tioned, but he did not recognize any 
of the names…at first.   He decided to 
return with some documentation.

A week later, Hess returned with 
63 letters and some other items in a 
box.  He had received the letters from 
his mother and grandfather, “Mutty” 
and “Oppa,” from the Gurs concentra-

tion camp addressed to the Maison 
des Pupilles, Aspet, France.   For the 
most part, the letters inquired about 
his health and well-being, but in one 
of the later letters, there was detailed 
biographical information about his 
grandfather and mother “in case 
he should need it.” The censor had 
blacked out some phrases and occa-
sionally Mutty wrote “regards from the 
whole barrack.” The final letter, dated 
July, 1942, was one which he had 
written to his mother and grandfather 
in German.  It was returned to him be-
cause his mother and grandfather were 
no longer in Gurs.  The box contained 
carefully-mended tsitsit (the four-cor-
nered garment Orthodox Jewish males 
wear), which he remembers wearing 
in Malsch, in the children’s home, and 
on the ship.  The other memento was a 
colored drawing he did en route to the 
United States showing two ships, one 
pursuing the other, with the second 
ship flying a Nazi flag.   Amazingly, 
Hess does not remember any German 
and was unable to read the Malsch 
memorial book or any of the letters, 
including the one he himself had writ-
ten!  

Now, we thoroughly searched 
the Malsch book and noted 
every Hess mentioned.  There, 
among the discussions of several 
Malsch Hess families, was the 
statement “No one knows what 
happened to Rolf Hess at the 
deportation.  Equally unknown 
is the fate of…Rosa Hess, 
who must have disappeared in 
Auschwitz…as well as Simon 
Hess.”   Yet, Rolf Hess stood 
here before us, alive and well, 
unaware that he, his mother and 
grandfather had been recorded 
as missing persons.  Hess con-
tinued his research and found in the 
Memorial to the Jews Deported from 
France 1942-44 that his mother and 
grandfather were sent to Auschwitz on 
August 10, 1942, with Convoy 17.

Hess’ grandfather’s brother in Ohio 
had tried to secure proper documenta-
tion for his family to come to safety 
in the United States.  He was partially 
successful; Rolf Hess came to the 
United States via Portugal, where he 
and 38 other children were put onto 
the Portuguese steamer Nyassa with 
800 other refugees.   Unfortunately, 

the papers arrived too late for his 
grandfather and mother. 

Hess has commissioned someone to 
translate the letters and he is contact-
ing the Malsch City Archives and the 
author of the memorial book. He is 
trying to find a fellow shipmate who 
travelled with him across the Atlantic.  
After all these years, he feels that it is 
time to fill in the missing pieces of his 
family history, for himself and his fam-
ily.  He is grateful to the HMCZFC 
for having the resources to help and 
making them available to him.

Our Dedicated Family of Docents
By Dr. Stuart Falk

Our docents belong to a unique 
and enthusiastic group – a family of 
dedicated and knowledgeable people.  
They donate their time conducting 
guided tours for our many daily visi-
tors – more than 100,000 annually 
– who come to learn about European 
Jewish culture, the enormity of the 
Holocaust, the righteousness of the 
very few, and our responsibility to the 
future.  Each visitor can look forward 
to an educational presentation of his-
tory delivered by a person who has met 
a high standard for certification as a 
docent. 

 Docents use continuing 
education courses to strengthen the 
quality of their presentation, attending 
lectures, keeping abreast of research 
via the library, and using their own 
lending shelves of books related to 
the subject.  Some guides have been 
asked to speak in schools and to vari-

ous community groups.  Docents are 
devoted to their task and take pride in 
their proficiency and expertise.  Their 
reward is a sense of accomplishment 
and knowing that a seed of moral 
accountability has been planted with 
those that are present.

Docents take their assignments 
seriously.  They strive to illuminate 
the past and promote awareness of the 
obligations we have to the present and 
the future.  All sixty-five of our do-
cents share similar goals and an active, 
lasting friendship.  Working together 
with the Docent Steering Committee, 
which maintains communication 
among docents, the docents form a 
team related and committed to a com-
mon cause. The result is an unequaled 
comradeship.

For information regarding pro-
spective docent classes in 2011, 
please contact Dr. Stuart Falk at 
248.855.2152 or Robert Zuckerberg at 
248.626.0123.

The Holocaust Center’s foray 
into social media has been met with 
resounding success.  It has given us 
the ability to reach new like-minded 
individuals and participate in a global 
conversation about the issues that are at 
the heart of the Center’s mission.  Your 
insights, comments, questions, and 
support help to constructively shape 
the future of our organization.

Please suggest our Facebook page to 
friends, retweet content that is impor-
tant to you, and post a review of your 
experience on sites like Yelp.  

Thank you to everyone who 
spread the word about Whole Foods 
Community Support Day; you helped 
us raise $8,264, a record for Whole 
Foods!

In the coming months watch for 
some special opportunities extended to 
our social media followers.

Be an advocate – show your sup-
port…this is your Holocaust museum!

Social Media Status Update

HMC Tribute Cards get a new look!
We are pleased to offer five new tribute card designs appropriate for commemorat-

ing significant events: a friend’s birthday, a birth, or honoring a loved one’s memory. 
With a minimum donation of $10 to the Holocaust Memorial Center, each card is 
personalized with the names of the honoree and the donor and can be further custom-
ized to include a brief personal message.  Furthermore, your donation supports our 
efforts to provide state-of-the-art exhibits and educational opportunities for more than 
100,000 visitors each year.
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August 29, 2010
Synagogues in 

Germany: A Virtual 
Reconstruction

Exhibit Opening

gary Karp

4 HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL CENTER
ZEKELMAN FAMILY CAMPUS  | Summer 2010

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

garY KarP 
PRESIDENT

STeven D. granT, m.D. 
CHAIRMAN

aLeXanDer KarP 

LarrY KraFT 

aBraHam PaSTernaK

DavID SILBerT, D.c.

mIcHaeL H. TreBLIn, m.D.

geOrge vIne

marTIn S. WaTer

aBraHam WeBerman

aLan ZeKeLman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LeO eISenBerg

STUarT FaLK, D.D.S.

aDam granT, eSQ.

JOeL e. JacOB

arIe LeIBOvITZ

eDWarD maLInOWSKI, m.D.

JUDITH mILLer

aLIZa nIvY

Sam SHamIe

JacK SHenKman

garY SHIFFman

rUSSeLL STeInman, m.D.

erIc TODD, m.D.

arTHUr J. WeISS, eSQ.

 

STePHen m. gOLDman 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As the New 
Year rapidly ap-
proaches, I want 
to reflect on 
the resilience of 
our Holocaust 
Memorial Center.  
Twenty months 
ago, we lost not 

only one of our founding fathers, 
but also an extraordinary leader and 
fundraiser.  Since then, we have hired 
a dynamic new Executive Director, 
rejuvenated an impassioned Board and 
have seen our dedicated volunteers and 
staff continue to represent the highest 
standards, while improving each and 
every facet of the Center.

Maintaining excellence at the 
Center is our priority, but it does not 
come without cost.  Like many other 
institutions, we have experienced a rise 

in expenses coupled with a reduction 
in donations.  Our responsive Board 
and Executive Committee are deter-
mined to ensure that the Center con-
tinues to operate at a high level, and 
have therefore placed strong focus on 
our financial well-being and maintain-
ing that level of excellence.

Although difficult decisions inevi-
tably will have to be made to secure 
the viability of the Center, we will 
concentrate, amongst other things, on 
our upcoming annual dinner to help 
minimize any shortfall.  Our ultimate 
goal is to provide and expand upon the 
Center’s renowned level of education 
and service.  To maximize the impact 
of our premier fundraising event, we 
will be adding components to make it 
a truly unique evening. 

This year, we will be honoring the 
Shaarit Haplaytah (“the Remnant” – 

survivors of the Holocaust), a group 
dedicated to the ideals of Holocaust 
preservation and education.  The 
Shaarit Haplaytah has positively im-
pacted and influenced so many, young 
and old, with their individual and col-
lective strength and courage.  

We implore you to come and join 
the community this year in helping to 
honor and preserve the memories of 
our relatives and friends who perished 
in the Holocaust.  It is the responsibil-
ity of each and every one of us to teach 
tolerance.  The Holocaust Memorial 
Center is unyielding in its determina-
tion to educate the public so that the 
words Zachor and “Never Again” are 
proclamations that serve as a siren call 
to all people. 

President’s Message

Many Ways to Make an Impact on the Future
By Miriam Immerman

The Holocaust Memorial Center 
Zekelman Family Campus is proud to 
present a new program that will help 
secure the future of this vitally impor-
tant cultural institution, while offering 
the potential of tax advantages for our 
friends. “Planned gifts” – gifts made 
through wills, trusts, or other estate 
plans – can provide flexible giving 
opportunities and can be tailored to 
fit your particular situation. With the 
right tools in place, you may be able 
to achieve your philanthropic goals, 
protect your loved ones, and realize tax 
benefits. The following are but a few 
examples of options you may wish to 
consider:

• Bequests:  Wills and trusts are 
among the most common estate plan-
ning tools. It is important to seek the 
advice of an attorney with estate plan-
ning expertise, and it is even better if 
the attorney is familiar with charitable 
planning strategies. Contact the HMC 
for a list of attorneys with charitable 
gift planning experience.

• Life Insurance:  Certain types 
of life insurance policies can make 
excellent gift planning vehicles. You 
can donate the proceeds of all or part 
of an older policy, or may be able to 
purchase a new policy, to benefit the 
HMC. The process is simple, and often 
quite affordable.

• Life Income Gifts: This type 
of planned gift comes in several forms:  

Charitable gift annuities and charitable 
remainder trusts can provide a stream 
of income for one or two lives, with 
the remainder going to the HMC. 
Charitable lead trusts can provide in-
come to the HMC for a term of years, 
the remainder to you or a loved one. 

We strongly recommend that you 
contact your attorney, tax advisor or 
other professional to determine the 
best way to structure your planning.  
For more information about how 
planned giving can help the HMC 
and benefit you, call Development 
Director David Moss at David.Moss@
holocaustcenter.org or 248.553.2400, 
ext. 23.


