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By Dr. Charles Silow

Portraits of Honor: Our Michigan Holocaust Survivors is an 
electronic exhibit developed by the Program for Holocaust 
Survivors and Families, a service of Jewish Senior Life of 
Metropolitan Detroit, in cooperation with the Holocaust 
Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus. 

Portraits of Honor began in 1999 under the direction 
of Dr. Charles Silow, the son of Holocaust survivors.  Its 
purpose is to document the lives of our Michigan Holocaust 
survivors for education and for posterity.  Portraits of Honor 
is an interactive, electronic learning tool about survivors with 
photographs, biographies, and educational media.  

As you look at the portraits of our survivors, you will see 
faces of pain and tragedy as well as beauty, resilience, and the 
triumph of human spirit.  As you read the biographies and 
learn about the suffering they endured, you appreciate their 
strength through overwhelming adversity.

Portraits of Honor cherishes and honors each and every 
Michigan survivor.  For too long, the Holocaust survivors of 
our community have not been celebrated for their remarkable 
history and what they have gone on to accomplish.

Portraits of Honor was dedicated on May 1, 2011, with a 
database of 400 Michigan survivors.  We plan to add more 
biographies in the future.  We ask survivors or their families 
to please contact Dr. Charles Silow at 248.661.2999 for 
inclusion in this permanent exhibit.

On July 24, 2011, the Holocaust Memorial Center will host the first-
ever reunion of the surviving members of a little-known World War II Army 
Intelligence Unit comprised primarily of Jewish soldiers, mostly refugees from 
Nazi-controlled Germany.  The occasion is the opening of a large-scale exhibit, 
entitled Secret Heroes:The Ritchie Boys, the nickname given to these remarkable 
service men and women.

 Their accomplishments, highlighted in the widely-shown 2004 film The 
Ritchie Boys, included the gathering of information from enemy prisoners of 
war – crucial for the Allied war effort – the devising of propaganda materials, 
psychological warfare, helping in the planning and execution of the “D-Day” 
invasion, and the uncovering of war crimes.  The film, directed by the late 
Christian Bauer, was nominated for an Oscar and won a top award at the Israeli 
Film Festival.

The exhibit is being planned by HMC Executive Director Stephen M. 
Goldman, and guest curator Dr. Guy Stern, Director of the Holocaust Memorial 
Center’s International Institute of the Righteous, himself a Ritchie Boy.  The 
museum is making a concerted effort to assemble objects, photographs, docu-
ments and other memorabilia of the era which demonstrate the techniques and 
means employed by the Ritchie Boys while they were contributing to winning 
the war in Europe.

Most of the Ritchie Boys attained important positions within their chosen 
professions after the war.  Many of them, now in their eighties or nineties, will 
likely attend the reunion – the very first – nearly 70 years after their wartime 
service.

Holocaust Memorial Center Plans Unique Exhibit 
with an Equally Unique Reunion
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Ms. Carol Rosenberg  of Jewish 
Senior Life greets the audience

Mrs. Shari Ferber Kaufman 
and Mr. Leo Eisenberg 

Dr. Charles Silow demonstrating the 
interactive functionality of the exhibit 

They Came To America To Be Saved.
They Helped America Save The World. 

A CAPTURED GERMAN GIVES MAP 
COORDINATES TO ONE OF THE JEWISH 
RITCHIE INTERROGATORS, SHOWING 
THE LOCATION OF GERMAN FORCES
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July 24, 2011 to Feb. 5, 2012
Holocaust Memorial Center 

Zekelman Family Campus
28123 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI
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From the Director  
So many 

exciting things 
are happening at 
your Holocaust 
Memorial Center.  
On Yom HaShoah, 
the largest audi-
ence in HMC 
history, 800 

people, gathered to commemorate the 
Day of Remembrance.  The audito-
rium and classrooms overflowed with a 
standing-room-only audience.  As we 
remembered and celebrated the lives of 
our Shaarit Haplaytah and all survi-
vors, and honored those who perished, 
candles were lit, Ani Ma'amin chanted 
and a special Kaddish read responsively.

Immediately thereafter, 450 people 
gathered in the museum for the dedi-
cation of the Portraits of Honor exhibit, 
dedicated by Leo Eisenberg and Shari 
Ferber Kaufman to their parents.  This 
new exhibit brings the latest technol-

ogy and opportunities for distance 
learning to the Holocaust Memorial 
Center.  Web-based and accessible 
from any computer or smart phone, 
this is the future of museums – and we 
are at the forefront!

Others visited Barsamian's ex-
hibit, 20 Years-Searching for the 
Answer, which opened recently to 
great response from the Armenian and 
Chaldean communities.  Many were in 
attendance at the daily public tour and 
the Host Docent programs, which are 
teaching young and old about Jewish 
history, the Holocaust, and doing the 
right thing.

On May 15, our annual sympo-
sium, co-sponsored by the Michigan 
Council for the Social Studies, focused 
on bullying, an important and current 
topic.  The symposium was moved to 
Sunday to accommodate a larger audi-
ence, and was comprised of the highest 
caliber of academic excellence.  It was 

attended by teachers, parents, students, 
and the general public.

We have scheduled special exhibits 
through 2012, in addition to lectures, 
films and programs for the coming 
year.  Our reputation is bringing us 
programs, exhibits, and opportuni-
ties from international sources which, 
in turn, bring us attention from our 
region and across the United States.  
The  Holocaust Memorial Center will 
host the June 2012 Association of 
Holocaust Organizations' annual con-
ference (the 2014 conference will take 
place in China) and, in cooperation 
with the Charach Gallery and Shalom 
Street, the 2012 annual conference 
of the Council of American Jewish 
Museums.

As you can tell, I am very excited 
to be part of this growth and the 
new spirit that is evident within the 
walls of your Holocaust Memorial 
Center.  What you may not see or feel 

is the challenge in front of museums, 
synagogues, and the non-profit world 
throughout the nation.  If the pro-
gramming is to continue, if we want 
to reach the young people of metro 
Detroit, if what we desire is to make 
the Holocaust Memorial Center a ma-
jor cultural institution, we need each 
of you to make it happen.  Please make 
a commitment to the HMC: become 
a member, plan to leave a legacy for 
future generations, and visit often.  
The Center is ever new, ever fresh, and 
waits for YOU.

Oh, I forget to mention...watch for 
the arrival of our Holocaust-era boxcar 
and the environment we have planned 
for it.  This new major acquisition will 
be just the beginning of our exterior 
expansion.  You can be part of this, 
too; as Theodore Herzl said, “If you 
will it, it is no dream.”

As the school year draws to a close and summer approaches, scheduled 
tours are less frequent, and visitors often tour the museum without the 
benefit of a guide.  As a result, the Docent Steering Committee has insti-
tuted a "Host Docent" program, which aims to enhance the experience of 
the self-guided visitor. Host Docents are happy to answer questions, in-
terpret exhibits, and suggest resources and visitors are encouraged to reach 
out to the Host Docent during their visit to the museum.

Host Docents are scheduled daily and can be easily identified by the 
big blue and white “May I Help You?” pin.  Additionally, in the near 
future, a photo and the name of the scheduled Host Docent will be on 
display near the reception desk.

Please call 248.553.2400 x10 for more information about the summer 
tour schedule and the Host Docent program.

Ask a Host Docent!When we 
hosted the annual 
community Yom 
HaShoah com-
memoration, the 
array of faces in 
attendance – from 
Survivors to sec-
ond and third gen-

eration and individuals throughout the 
wider community – was particularly 
compelling evidence of the Holocaust 
Memorial Center’s renewed spirit and 
vital messages of hope and tolerance.

Our docents, volunteers and staff 
have also been very busy assisting the 
growing number of schools that are 
visiting the HMC.  Activity is robust!  
Attendance by a broad and diverse 
range of student and community 
groups is critical to our continued suc-
cess and relevance.   

As we embark on our campaign 
of new exhibits, both permanent and 
temporary, our focus and purpose 
remains resolute.  YOU are the key to 
our success in teaching and promot-

ing tolerance, building bridges to the 
community at large and securing our 
future.

There are exciting opportunities 
taking shape for the upcoming year.  
Our annual dinner takes place on 
September 18, 2011 and we’re looking 
forward to a fabulous evening.  From 
membership initiatives to volunteer 
activities to Board initiatives, there 
are many ways to become involved.  
We are constantly being inspired by 
the individuals who walk through the 
corridors of the HMC and leave with 
sense of purpose to participate in this 
institution.

Former German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder said in January of 
2005 “… from the Shoah and Nazi 
terror, a certainty has arisen that can 
best be expressed by the words “Never 
Again.”  It is our mission to preserve 
that certainty.”  In December of 2010, 
a Holocaust survivor and speaker said, 
“If I saved one person today, it’s worth 
my effort.”  We share that philosophy.

President’s Message

We are seeking adult volunteers who can give a half-day weekly or bi-weekly to assist guests in the Doris and Eric Billes 
Museum Shop.  Training is provided.  The shop is open Sunday through Friday 9:30 am to 3:30 pm and during spe-
cial events.  Prior retail experience is a plus but not a must.  No heavy physical work is involved and there are accom-
modations for those who cannot be on their feet for long periods of time.  Interested?  Call 248.553.2400, ext. 12.

From August 15-19, in association with Eastern Michigan University, the 
Holocaust Center will offer “Reading the Holocaust: A Seminar for Teachers.”  
This class will allow participants to obtain three undergraduate credits, three 
graduate credits, or 9 SB-CEUs.  

The Teacher Seminar is designed for current educators and education stu-
dents.  Themes include genocide, racism, ethics, and altruism.  Participants 
can expect to gain high-quality classroom resources and a solid foundation in 
Holocaust and genocide studies.

Sessions will be taught by faculty members from Eastern Michigan 
University, the University of Michigan, the University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
and Grand Valley State University.  All class sessions will be held at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus.  This seminar is offered on a com-
petitive basis, with preference given to current educators.  

For more information, please contact Julie Knutson at 734.487.3152 or 
jknutson@emich.edu.

Summer Educational Institute Scheduled 

New Website Coming Soon!
We are excited to announce the forthcoming launch of a new website.  

During the last few months, we have been re-envisioning the website to more 
closely represent the spirit, energy and renewed sense of purpose that has been 
driving the Center.  The site will have a new look, easier navigation, and a 
more intuitive member and donation 
interface.  We are also hard at work on 
both revising our existing content and 
developing new content.  The exact 
date of the launch of the new website 
is still to be determined.  Stay tuned!  

Stephen M. Goldman

Gary Karp
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Would you like to help to ensure that the lessons of the 
Holocaust are not forgotten?

Do you want to assist in engaging and enlightening a 
generation of youth?  

Can you help us create a better world of hope, courage 
and strength?

Holocaust Center supporters do all of these and more.

With each passing day, the need to help the next generation understand the 
lessons of the Holocaust grows ever more urgent. As the Holocaust recedes fur-
ther into the past, your support is vital to ensuring that people of all faiths can 
successfully connect historical facts to today’s world.

There are a number of ways that you can support our Holocaust Center.  
Annual Campaign and Membership donations are a “renewable source” of funds 
that provide for our daily operations. Membership gifts come with added ben-
efits, such as free admission, print and e-newsletters, and invitations to member-
only events.

For people wishing to have a bigger impact on our daily bottom line, we offer 
Day Sponsorships for $1,000 per day or $5,000 for a week. Day Sponsorships 
are a unique way to honor or memorialize someone special. This is also an ideal 
opportunity for banks, credit unions, and small businesses to make a difference 
and to get their message in front of hundreds of people. Day Sponsors are able 
to bring in their own staff for public or private tours and to provide handouts to 
museum visitors. We will work with you to choose the day and to provide appro-
priate recognition.

Exhibit sponsorships offer key marketing benefits, with opportunities starting 
at just $2,500. Exhibit sponsor benefits include signage, web and social media 
mentions, print advertising mentions, company logo on printed materials, VIP 
catered reception, and well-targeted news releases.

For more information on becoming a member or sponsoring a day or an 
exhibit, please contact the Holocaust Memorial Center at 248.553.2400 or  
development@holocaustcenter.org.

Supporters Pave Way for Inspiration and Education

Newsletter Editor & Coordinator:
Rebecca Swindler

Contributors: 
Stephen M. Goldman
Gary Karp 
David M. Moss
Joshua Nowicki
Dr. Charles Silow
Dr. Guy Stern
Rebecca Swindler
Feiga Weiss

Design, Layout & Assistant Editor:
Joshua Nowicki

The Holocaust Memorial Center 
newsletter is printed four times 
a year.  Comments or questions 
about this publication may be 
directed to Rebecca Swindler at 
248. 553. 2400, ext. 13.  

Questions about the programs 
and events described in this pub-
lication may be directed to Gail 
Cohen at 248. 553. 2400, ext. 10.

By Feiga Weiss

On May 29, 2011 the HMC 
and the public had the rare opportu-
nity to give final respect to unknown 
Holocaust victims whose bones and 
ashes were brought to these shores 
many years ago and recently deposited 
with the Library Archive for proper 
disposal.  It was not uncommon for 
liberating servicemen to bring home 
“memorabilia” as evidence of the 
atrocities they encountered.  Five 
collections of bones and ashes from 
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau 
and Treblinka found their way to our 
Center.  

After receiving them, we con-
tacted Prof. David Barondess of 
MSU College of Human Medicine, 
Department of Epidemiology and he, 
in cooperation with Prof. Norm Sauer,  
of the Anthropology Department,  
conducted tests  to verify that the 
bones were of human origin.  At the 
conclusion, they provided us with 
scientific results confirming what we 
knew and we proceeded with plans for 
proper Jewish burial. 

 The Midrash calls burial a Chesed 
Shel Emes - a true act of kindness - for 
there is no prospect of repayment.  

Rabbis were consulted to ensure that 
every step of the process was executed 
in accordance with halachah.   Rabbi 
Boruch Levine, Executive Director 
of the Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
donated land in a prominent location 
on the grounds of Hebrew Memorial 
Park in Roseville to be the home of 
these remains.  The interment took 
place earlier and on Sunday, May 29th 
a monument was unveiled.

Michael Weiss, one of our survivor 
speakers told us the following about 
the first few days after his liberation in 
Buchenwald.  “We saw U.S. soldiers 
crying, seeing the living and dead 
corpses.  Led by a Jewish chaplain, we 
all said Kaddish for the first time…for 
our parents, for our families, for the 
six million innocent Kedoshim. That 
picture is in front of me.  I dream of 
that scene. I have nightmares.  I can 
see it…I can hear it.  It haunts me.”

We are deeply moved to have 
fulfilled our halachic obligation to the 
earthly remains of these unknown 
individuals.  It was our responsibility 
and privilege to provide them with 
a most dignified, honorable place of 
rest.  May their souls and the souls of 
all six million Kedoshim find peace.

Tomb of Unknown Jewish Kedoshim

Darakjian Jewelers is proud to support the Barsamian: 20 Years-Searching 
for the Answer exhibit.  We are honored to do this in remembrance of the 
Armenian people who have lost loved ones during the terrible tragedy.  
Darakjian Jewelers, founded by Joe Darakjian, an Armenian immigrant, suf-
fered the loss of loved ones as well and wanted to share this historic exhibit 
with his community.

Darakjian Jewelers gives back to the community every day in many 
ways.  Darakjian Jewelers is currently partnered with local area high schools 
including Andover, Lahser, Groves and Walled Lake to give back to each 
school.  PICK POST DONATE allows friends and family members to come 
into the store, make a purchase for a graduating student and as a gift and 
Darakjian Jewelers will donate 10% of the sale back to the school.  

Let's help strengthen our community one day at a time!

David M. Moss

Monument marking the bones and ashes 
of unknown Kedoshim from Auschwitz, 

Buchenwald, Dachau and Treblinka

Visiting the museum was a  life-changing 
experience.        - Missy (from Alpena, MI)
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Stephen M. Goldman 
Executive Director

July 4
Museum closed in 
celebration of Independence 
Day.

July 10
Barsamian: 20 Years-
Searching for the Answer 
closes.

July 24
Secret Heroes: The Ritchie 
Boys exhibit opens. The 
Ritchie Boys, named for 
the camp at which they 
trained, were a little-known 
WWII intelligence unit 
comprised primarily of 
Jews, mostly refugees from 
Nazi Germany.  Their 
many exploits: infiltration, 
interrogation, translation, 
dis-information campaigns, 
and more, have never before 
been the subject of a touring 
exhibit such as is being 
mounted by the HMC.

August 15-19
Reading the Holocaust: A 
Seminar for Teachers, offered 
in association with Eastern 
Michigan University, will 
allow participants to obtain 
the three undergraduate 
credits, three graduate 
credits, or 9 SB-CEUs.  
Contact Julie Knutson at 
734.487.3152 or jknutson@
emich.edu for details and 
registration.

Upcoming Events
Inspired to Make a Difference

The International Institute of the 
Righteous bears a compelling mes-
sage about how critical it is for us to 
be responsible, involved citizens.  The 
stories of the Righteous are an inspir-
ing call to action.  Raoul Wallenberg, 
Chiune Sugihara, Irena Sendler, Varian 
Fry, and others were able to save Jews 
from Hitler’s Final Solution because 
they understood and embraced their 
potential to make a difference.

As the Jerusalem Talmud says: 
“When someone saves one life, it is 
as if that person had saved the whole 
world.”  This inclusive concept is how 
we must perceive our ability to make 
a difference on an individual level.  
While it is noble to set far-reaching 
goals, it is more practical and attain-
able for most people to work within 
their own community or neighbor-
hood.  Volunteering to help a friend 

or family member, helping with school 
activities, or random acts of kindness 
are a great place to start.  

The most discouraging obstacle is 
the “someone else will” attitude.  Civic 
involvement and collaborative gover-
nance are important first steps; being 
involved in the development your 
community often realizes an authentic 
desire to make a meaningful social im-
pact. We need to work toward build-
ing safer, stronger, and better-educated 
communities.  

To that end we are very happy that 
the staff at the Holocaust Memorial 
Center is committed to this goal.  Just 
to mention a few: Rebecca Swindler 
is involved in several education and 
ecological preservation projects; David 
Moss is very active in promoting the 
revival of Detroit and supporting local 
business and community groups; and 

Joshua Nowicki works with several 
community-based groups that address 
issues such as diversity, bullying and 
racism.

It is essential that we as an organi-
zation, our members and constituents, 
make positive contributions to build a 
vibrant, diverse, and open society and 
teach our children about the impor-
tant impact that they, too, can make as 
individuals in our community.  They 
are the next generation of leaders, and 
we must provide them with an oppor-
tunity to be inspired and committed to 
the betterment of our world. 

The Holocaust Memorial Center would like to 
thank the following organizations for their 
recent support: 

Artifacts Needed:
The HMC is searching for 
several pre-WWII objects to 
expand the HISTORY OF 
EUROPEAN JEWRY section 
of the museum.  We would 
appreciate a gift or long-term/
permanent loan of:

Tallit
Tefillin
Tzedakah Box
Ketubah
Shabbat Candlesticks
Dreidle
Challah Cover
Haggadah
Seder Plate

Any gift or loan will be credited 
on the object label.

Understanding and Accepting Our Responsibilities
Thank you to everyone who joined 

us at the 7th Annual Symposium, co-
sponsored by the Michigan Council 
for Social Studies.  This year's featured 
guest speakers were Tara Michener, 
children's book author and diversity 
consultant; developmental psycholo-
gist Dr. Elizabeth Barton, Associate 
Director of the Center for Peace 
and Conflict Studies at Wayne State 
University; and Michigan State 
University School of Social Work clini-
cal instructor Glenn Stutzky.  These 
experts delved into the increasingly 
relevant topic of bullying.  From the 
elementary school to the high school 
to the workplace, bullying is an ever-
present and often under-acknowledged 
issue affecting both children and 
adults.  Bullying is not a new issue, but 
the way in which it has evolved and 

adapted through technology - internet, 
mobile phones, digital video cameras, 
etc. - have exacerbated not only the 
places in which bullying can occur but 
also ways in which victims can be hu-
miliated.  All of the presenters spoke to 
the need for better training to not only 
identify bullying, but also to address 
the ways in which to appropriately 
and proactively lessen its occurrence.  
As the HMC’s Guy Stern illustrated 
through stories of his own experiences 
as a child in pre-war Germany, bully-
ing when unaddressed and allowed to 
escalate can result in violence in the 
most severe nature.  The Holocaust 
Memorial Center asks everyone to 
stand vigilant against hatred and con-
tribute to maintenance of an open, free 
society based in ethical conduct and 
responsible decision-making.

Glenn Stutzky Tara Michener

The HMC is participating 
in the Hiller’s Market Scrip 
Program. The Center 
will receive a donation 
from Hiller’s equal to 5% 
of every purchase you 
make! Hiller’s Scrip Cards 
can be picked up at the 
HMC or mailed to you. For 
more information, please 
contact Selma Silverman 
at 248.553.2400, ext. 12.


