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The Holocaust Memorial Center’s 
anniversary dinner promises to once 
again serve as a highlight of our 
community’s social calendar.  On 
Sunday, September 18, the Holocaust 
Memorial Center will 
celebrate its 27th anni-
versary at Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek.  The 
annual dinner is our 
largest and most eagerly-
anticipated event of the 
year. We look forward 
to welcoming our many 
supporters who will 
have the opportunity to 
enjoy a full evening of 
fellowship, great food, and fun while 
providing vital support to advance our 
important mission.

Our honorees are Lauren and Sam 
Bienenstock, founders of Bienenstock 
Court Reporting & Video, one of the 
largest firms of its type.  In recognition 

of the Bienenstocks’ commitment to 
the HMC, we will publish a commem-
orative journal, which will be provided 
to all attendees and to community 
leaders throughout the metro Detroit 

area.  Opportunities are still 
available for congratulatory 
advertisements.  

The keynote speaker 
will be Sharon Rennert, 
award-winning inde-
pendent filmmaker and 
television editor.  Sharon is 
the granddaughter of Tuvia 
Bielski who was leader of 
the famed Bielski Brigade, 
immortalized in the 2008 

feature film, Defiance.  The Bielski 
partisans saved the lives of more than 
one thousand Jews.  Through the use 
of film clips and home movies, she 
will bring a glimpse of her grandfather 
not only as a partisan, but also as her 
zaydah.

Scroll of Honor ticketholders and 
advertisers ($1,000 and up) are invited 
to a President’s Reception followed by 
cocktails and a strolling dinner for all. 
Reserved tables are available for spon-
sorship and advertisers, and seating 
will be available for all attendees.  The 
program will begin at 7:00 and will 
conclude with a dessert afterglow.   

Throughout the evening, guests 
will have the opportunity to support 
the HMC and perhaps win a fabulous 
prize. Raffle tickets will be sold for a 
chance to win one of three prizes.  

The grand prize will be a two-night 
stay for two at the Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island.  Enjoy a couple of 
nights where the staff is at your beck 
and call, the rooms are elegant, the 
food is fabulous, and where tipping is 
absolutely not allowed!

Second prize is a two-night stay 
at the luxurious Townsend Hotel in 
Birmingham providing a chance to 

walk, window shop (or shop for real), 
catch a movie, or enjoy a meal or 
midnight snack at any one of a myriad 
of restaurants or fine dining establish-
ments. 

Third prize is a beautiful 16” pearl 
necklace.

Our programs touch the lives of so 
many: 85,000 school children, thou-
sands of tourists, families and groups 
who come from Canada, the mid-West 
and all corners of the world.  For many, 
this visit is their awakening to the 
lessons of the Holocaust.  With your 
continued support, we can forge ahead 
and continue teaching life’s lessons and 
the new 3 R’s: respect, responsibility 
and righteousness.

Reserve your tickets NOW!  
Contact Selma Silverman at 248. 553. 
2400, ext. 12 or selma.silverman@
holocaustcenter.org and ask her about 
placing an ad in the journal.

Some came in wheelchairs, oth-
ers leaned on canes and relatives, 
but all mustered, for brief moments, 
the military strides of their years of 
service during World War II. The 
Ritchie veterans who attended the 
first-ever Ritchie reunion, sponsored 
by the Holocaust Memorial Center, 
sported the pride of a youthful com-
mon achievement: they, a group of 
prevalently Jewish-German or Jewish–
Austrian refugees, helped in bringing 

about the Allied victory in Europe. 
Their unique linguistic and cultural 
insight and their specialized training 
at Camp Ritchie, which ranged from 
interrogation to psychological warfare 
to intercepting enemy communica-
tions, changed the scope of military 
intelligence during World War II.

One of their first activities dur-
ing that reunion, shared by a large 
group of their relatives and later by the 
general public, was the inspection of 

an impressive exhibit 
on intelligence work 
during World War II. 
There were exclama-
tions of recognition as 
the veterans examined 
weapons and equip-
ment not looked 
upon in seventy years.

Yet to the surprise 
of all involved, much 
information emerged 
only recently, often as 
a result of the research 

done for the exhibit:
Only a few military historians 

knew that the site and concept of 
Camp Ritchie were conceived person-
ally by General George C. Marshall, 
the wartime United States Chief-of-
Staff.

A significant number of Ritchie 
Boys were subsequently sent to Fort 
Hunt, Maryland, to participate in 
a clandestine operation known as 
assignment “Paper Clips.” Some of 
Germany’s top experts, especially 
scientists, were assembled at Fort 
Hunt after the war to receive military 
clearance to take part in the develop-
ment of United States military science 
and weaponry.

It was anecdotally known that 
some of the Ritchie Boys were selected 
for active roles in military government 
and at the Nuremberg War Crimes 
Trials. Quite a significant number also 
served as investigators of suspected 
residents of the United States Zone of 
Occupation in Germany and as inter-

preters and sometimes as preliminary 
interrogators of the accused Nazi 
officials. 

Perhaps the most wonderful 
surprise, however, was the ambi-
ance of the reunion, its stage set by 
honor guards of Jewish veterans from 
Michigan, from Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base and by a delegation from 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  Across 
seven decades, we became on that 
magical weekend — much to the 
enchantment of our families — a rein-
carnation of those “Secret Heroes,” the 
brotherhood of the Ritchie Boys.

First Ritchie Reunion a Resounding Success
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Ritchie Boy Richard Schifter smiles in 
front of his panel in the new exhibit.

Lauren and Sam Bienenstock
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I have a solu-
tion for weather-
ing the stifling 
summer heat: 
Spend a moving 
and thought-pro-
voking day inside 
the Holocaust 
Memorial Center.  

Our Executive Director, Board of 
Directors, docents and staff continue 
to work tirelessly to maintain the 
HMC’s high standards and improve 
every facet of the experience.

A little over a year ago, the HMC 
launched an initiative to stage tempo-
rary exhibits.  Our latest, Secret Heroes: 
The Ritchie Boys, tells the remarkable 
story of a brash group of young Jewish 
immigrants who returned to war-torn 
Europe as intelligence officers to play a 
critical role in the American war effort.  
These heroic individuals, including 
our own Guy Stern, are featured in 
the award-winning documentary The 
Ritchie Boys.   We are so pleased to 
bring this story to a wider audience.  I 
encourage you to visit this exhibit and 

the other outstanding curated exhibits 
throughout the HMC.

At this year’s annual dinner on 
September 18, 2011, we will be pre-
senting the first annual “Rabbi Charles 
H. Rosenzveig Memorial Award” to 
four women who have been stalwart 
pillars of the HMC essentially since its 
inception.  Helen Rosenzveig, Selma 
Silverman, Gail Cohen and Feiga 
Weiss have dedicated themselves to 
building a world-class institution.  We 
are honored by their commitment 
and look forward to recognizing their 
numerous achievements.

We also invite you to join us this 
year in celebrating our esteemed hon-
orees Lauren and Sam Bienenstock.  
They are role models who wonderfully 
epitomize our mission to preserve 
our precious memories and promote 
tolerance.  Lauren and Sam, like the 
HMC, are unyielding in their determi-
nation to educate each generation so 
that “Zachor” and “Never Again” are 
more than mere slogans, but abiding 
principles.

President’s Message
Join the Holocaust Memorial 

Center and be one of Lula’s 72!
There’s never been a better time to 

become a member of the Holocaust 
Memorial Center.

 The Lula Wilson Trust recently 
offered a generous grant of $3,500 
to support our annual operations if 
we can obtain 72 new or upgraded 
membership gifts before the end of 
the year.

Their timing couldn’t be better!  
We’ve just announced an updated 
membership program which offers 
a wide array of new benefits to both 
recognize our members’ generosity 
and provide special access to our many 
programs and activities. 

As our newest member, you will 
receive complimentary admission 
to the Center and all special exhibi-
tions throughout the year (which 
over the next year will include Secret 
Heroes: The Ritchie Boys, Women of 
Ravensbruck: Portraits of Courage, and 
In our Hands: A Personal Story of the 
Bielski Partisans) as well as invitations 
to exclusive member-only openings 

and events.   
Our members play such an im-

portant role in assuring our programs 
are accessible. This year, more than 
25,000 students will receive a reduced-
price or complimentary ticket to visit 
the Holocaust Memorial Center.  For 
most, this will be their first opportu-
nity to experience our exhibits where 
they learn to: recognize the importance 
of remembrance by honoring survivors 
and memorializing those who were 
lost; develop an awareness of rac-
ism, stereotyping and prejudice; and 
become knowledgeable, sensitive and 
responsive to the consequences of apa-
thy. It is an extraordinary opportunity 
they might not otherwise have were it 
not for the generosity of our members, 
whose ongoing support makes it pos-
sible to operate this world-class facility 
and offer such important programs.

Making your gift is easy!  You can 
join online by visiting our website 
www.holocaustcenter.org, or call us at 
248.553.2400. 

We would be thrilled to welcome 
you as one of Lula’s 72! 

Join the HMC and be one of Lula’s 72!

Celebrating 25 Years of Service
Gail Cohen, Helen Rosenzveig, 

Selma Silverman, and Feiga Weiss 
will receive the Rabbi Charles H. 
Rosenzveig Award this year during 
the annual dinner in honor of their 
twenty-five years of service at the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman 
Family Campus. They have contrib-
uted invaluably to the success of the 
HMC and its goal of “Illuminating 
the Past and Enlightening the Future.” 

Tour Director Gail Cohen sched-
ules every group tour, assigns docents, 
and keeps the calendar. She is the rea-
son that the HMC runs smoothly for 
more than 100,000 visitors annually. 
Besides being a secretary’s secretary, 
Gail is a dear friend, good listener and 
her personal advice is always greatly 
appreciated.

Helen Rosenzveig, wife of found-
ing director Rabbi Rosenzveig z’l, is a 
woman of many talents. She was the 
Membership Secretary of the HMC 
and managed everyday donations until 
her recent retirement. Helen handled 
her duties swiftly, effectively, and 
competently. She has a ready smile and 

regards everyone as “one of the family.” 
Administrator Selma Silverman 

graduated from Detroit Central High 
School, where she was on the tennis 
team. She still scores “aces” with the 
volunteers. She is perceptive and gives 
excellent counsel.  Selma is the HMC’s 
“Wonder Woman.” She exudes con-
fidence and combines dignity with 
diplomacy. 

Feiga Weiss is a librarian beyond 
compare; there is no one better to 
guide your research. Every docent 
knows that our resourceful librarian 
can efficiently direct them to one of 
the 15,000 books to answer virtually 
any question. We are indebted to her 
knowledge and expertise.

The HMC is privileged to count 
these talented and conscientious wom-
en among its supporters. The docents 
salute their achievements!

Dr. Stuart Falk, An Appreciative Docent

Congratulations New Docents!
The staff and Board of Directors extend a warm welcome to two new docents, who have completed a rigorous training process with distinction.  We are proud that 

Kris and Michael Updike have joined our docent family and look forward to many years of cooperative work.

"Who Returned My Soul..."
The original 2 Act Play by K. D. 

Brock, A Project of the Foundation for 
Holocaust Education Projects.  

The Foundation for Holocaust 
Education Projects was founded by 
Katharine Gorsuch and Avi Mizrachi 
in 2008 as a result of a Holocaust 
survivor’s visit to a small town in 
Virginia.  Realizing the need for 
Holocaust awareness and education in 
smaller communities across the United 
States, Katharine, together with 
Middle School teacher Amy Faulkner 
(Waynesboro, VA.) and playwright 
Kelly D. Brock (Oxford, MI.), devel-
oped new projects based upon stu-
dents’ writing and drama to preserve 
the stories of Holocaust survivors.   

The Foundation and the 
Foundation playwright, Ms. Brock, are 
honored to bring one such project, the 
dramatic theater performance “Who 
Returned My Soul…” to the 2011 
Summer Educational Institute.  

“Who returned my soul…” tells 
the life experiences of ten Holocaust 
survivors who share their lives before, 
during, and after the Holocaust. For 

this production, the reader’s theater 
format brings each Holocaust survi-
vor’s story to the foreground, as if each 
survivor is sharing with you in his 
or her own living room.  The words 
you hear are the words spoken by the 
survivors themselves, written down to 
be passed on, to be shared again and 
again.  Ms. Brock explains: “The focus 
is on the text, or story, not the spec-
tacle of the production which can be 
very overwhelming for teachers who 
don’t have a theater background and 
aren’t prepared to tackle a traditional 
play.  Also, research shows that read-
ers’ theater has been shown to raise 
comprehension in the classroom (30% 
or more).”

The Foundation for Holocaust 
Education Projects is honored to 
be part of Holocaust Memorial 
Center’s  2011 Summer Educational 
Institute.   This special performance is 
Wednesday, August 17, 7:00 pm, free 
and open to the public.  Refreshments 
will be served during intermission.  
Email rsvp@holocaustcenter.org for 
more information and to RSVP.

Gary Karp
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A Siddur Comes Back to Its People
The HMC recently acquired 

a very special prayer book which 
once belonged to the Jewish people 
of Wassenaar, a wealthy suburb of 
The Hague in the Netherlands.  The 
exquisitely-illustrated prayer book is 
bound in green leather with a metal 
clasp.  Dated 1735, it measures only 
2” x 3.”   It contains the evening 
prayer service with a daily calendar 
for Sefirat Ha-Omer.  The title page 
notes that this volume was the prop-
erty of “Gittle…wife of…Yekel Weil 
of Mannheim.”  Yaakov Yekel Weil 
was a very prominent Jewish scholar 
who served as Landesrabbiner (Head 
of the Rabbinate) in Germany and 
Switzerland. 

The prayer book came to our 
Center by way of Michigan resident 
Ofer Barpal because he felt that our 
Library Archive was the appropriate 
home for this treasure.  The prayer 
book was given to him by his father, 
Uri Barpal, who documented its his-
tory as follows:

I, Uri Barpal, am a member of Kibbutz 
Ramat David in Israel.  During the 
Second World War, I served in the 
British Army with the Jewish Brigade.  
While stationed in the Dutch town of 
Wassernaar, I gave a daily ride to a local 
girl, a nurse, who worked in the nearby 
hospital, as there was no public transpor-
tation at the time.  Several months after 
we first met, she asked me to come to her 
home, where she gave me this siddur and 
told me its story:
Her father was the mayor of Wassernaar.  
When the Nazis gathered the local Jews 
for deportation, the head of the Jewish 
community asked for special permission 
to personally bid good-bye to the non-
Jews left behind.  When he reached this 
girl, who was one of his daughter’s best 
friends, he gave her this siddur secretly 
and whispered in her ear:  “When the 
day arrives that Jews return to this place, 
please hand this siddur to the first Jew 
you can fully trust, to safeguard it for 
eternity.”  

We did a little research and found 

that local survivor Sandra “Sunny” 
Segal, nee Van Leeuwan, had rela-
tives in Wassenaar.  The Yad Vashem 
Database lists just a few Wassenaar 
victims, many of them Van Leeuwens!  
Acccording to Mrs. Segal’s cousin, 
who was born in Wassenaar after the 
war, there are very few Jews left in 
this once-thriving community. We 
would like to dedicate this volume to 
the martyrs of Wassenaar.  May their 
memory be blessed.

Dr. David Weinberg
Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies

As part of the continuing rela-
tionship between the Cohn-Haddow 
Center for Judaic Studies at Wayne 
State and the Holocaust Memorial 
Center, the two organizations will 
be co-sponsoring a public lecture 
by Professor Dan Michman of Yad 
Vashem and Bar-Ilan University in 
Israel. The presentation will take place 
on Wednesday, September 21 at 7:30 
pm at the Holocaust Memorial Center.  

The lecture, “A New Perspective of 
Jewish Ghetto During the Shoah” is 
based on his recent publication, enti-
tled Fear of the Ostjude.  The Emergence 
of Jewish Ghettos During the Shoah 
(Cambridge University Press 2010).

Professor Michman is Director 
of the International Institute for 
Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem 
as well as a professor of Modern 
Jewish History and the Chair of the 
Arnold and Leona Finkler Institute 
of Holocaust Research at Bar-Ilan 
University.  He had published numer-

ous books and articles in a variety of 
languages on the history of Dutch and 
Belgian Jewry, Israeli society, and on 
various aspects of the Shoah includ-
ing historiography, ghettos, religious 
life, Jewish council and Jewish leader-
ship, Jewish refugees, and resistance.  
Professor Michman has lectured exten-
sively throughout the United States, 
Canada and Europe. 

For more information, contact 
Ruth Stern at 313.577.2679 or 
cohnhaddowcenter@wayne.edu.

Dan Michman to Present Public Lecture about the Ghettos

From the Director  
Well, it’s that 

time again – the 
Annual Dinner 
is fast approach-
ing.  It seems like 
just yesterday 
that I arrived on 
the threshold of 
the 25th annual 

dinner almost two years ago, and what 
changes have taken place since that 
milestone!

This year’s dinner is shaping up 
to be a very special event. Our hon-
orees, Lauren and Sam Bienenstock, 
are longtime supporters of not just 
the Holocaust Memorial Center, but 
Jewish and secular charities throughout 
the area.

The Bienenstocks are receiving well 
deserved kovod, but there are four very 

special women long-identified with the 
HMC who will also be honored that 
evening.  The first Rabbi Charles H. 
Rosenzveig Memorial Award will be 
presented to Gail Susan Cohen, Helen 
Rosenzveig, Selma Lahr Silverman, 
and Feiga Weiss, for a combined 
century of service to the Holocaust 
Memorial Center.

It is most appropriate that we 
present this award to these very special 
women who have worked behind 
the scenes to lubricate the wheels of 
the inexorable growth of our HMC: 
Gail, as tour and docent coordina-
tor for the hundreds of thousands 
of schoolchildren who have come to 
learn about the Holocaust; Helen, who 
was the life-partner of our founder 
and first Executive Vice President and 
membership director; Selma, about 

whom we cannot say enough, who as 
Administrator has kept all of us on 
track; and Feiga who has led the HMC 
to create the finest Holocaust library in 
any Holocaust Center.  We would not 
be where we are today if it were not for 
these fine and dedicated women.  We 
are lucky to have them.

In addition to presenting these 
honors, we will be introduced to 
Tuvia Bielski, intrepid leader of the 
famous band of partisans who fought 
in the woods of Belarus.  To us, the 
Bielski Partisans are hard-fighting, 
brave and bold soldiers, but to our 
speaker, Sharon Rennert, he was the 
grandfather who snuck her candy 
and bounced her on his knee.  The 
Bielski Partisans will be the subject 
of our 2012 exhibit, In Our Hands: A 
Personal Story of the Bielski Partisans.

The Annual Dinner is our premiere 
fund-raising event and we ask for your 
support.  Think about purchasing an 
ad in the annual journal in honor of 
the Bienenstocks, or to express your 
best wishes to Gail, Helen, Selma or 
Feiga.  Let them know that you ap-
preciate all that they have done and 
all that they continue to do.  Purchase 
tickets or a table: a dinner ticket is 
$200, or for $360 (double Chai) you 
can come to the dinner, be listed on 
the Scroll of Honor, and join us at the 
private President’s Reception prior to 
the dinner.

Stephen M. Goldman

Dan Michman
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August 15-19
Reading the Holocaust: A 
Seminar for Teachers, offered 
in association with Eastern 
Michigan University, will allow 
participants to obtain the three 
undergraduate credits, three 
graduate credits, or 9 SB-
CEUs.  Contact Sarah Painter 
at spainter@emich.edu for 
details and registration.

August 17
The HMC and the Foundation 
for Holocaust Education 
Projects present the perfor-
mance of ...Who Returned My 
Soul: A Play in Two Acts by 
Kelly Brock.  Admission has 
been waived for this event.

August 21
Stephen Berk, Ph.D. pres-
ents on medicine in the 
Warsaw Ghetto at 11:00 am.  
Admission has been waived.

September 18
Join us for our Annual Dinner 
at Congregation Shaarey Zedek 
in Southfield.  Purchase your 
ticket now!

September 21
Professor Dan Michman gives 
a new perspective on Jewish 
Ghettos during the Shoah.  
Event co-sponsored by the 
Cohn-Haddow Center for 
Judaic Studies and Bar-Ilan 
University.

October 23 (tentative)
Unveiling of a new panel in 
the Institute of the Righteous 
featuring Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes of Portugal.  Event 
in cooperation with the Sousa 
Mendes Foundation.

October 30
Moses Konstantinis, President 
of the Central Board of the 
Jewish Communities in 
Greece, presents a public pro-
gram about hidden children in 
Greece at 1:30 pm.

November 20
Nancy Wright Beasley, author 
of Izzy’s Fire, will be on site for 
a book discussion and signing.  
This event is held in coopera-
tion with Consulate General of 
the Republic of Lithuania.

Upcoming Events

HMC Dinner Raffle

The Holocaust Memorial Center is holding a raffle with prizes to be 
awarded at the Annual dinner.  Purchase your tickets now for your chance 

to win one of three fabulous prizes!

Grand Prize is a two-day/two-night getaway for two at the exquisite 
Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island

2nd Prize is a two-day stay at Birmingham’s premiere Townsend Hotel
3rd Prize is a 16” pearl necklace

Tickets are now available for purchase at the Center and will be sold at 
the annual dinner throughout the evening: $25 each or 5 for $100.

Thank You Interns
It is with great appreciation and 

sadness that we must bid our three 
fantastic interns farewell as they go 
back to their respective universities.  
They have been 
an invaluable part 
of our team on so 
many projects and 
have gone above 
and beyond the call 
of duty in every 
possible way.

Philip Mintz 
joined us from 
Eastern Michigan 
University, where 
he is a candidate for a Master’s Degree 
in Public Administration, which he 
is expected to complete in December 
2012. Philip eagerly took on the task 
of marketing the Summer Educational 
Institute.  He says: “It has been a jour-
ney that has taught me so much.  The 
best part: the staff and volunteers are 
great in helping to make this experi-
ence special.”  

Andrew Fullett is participating in 
the JOIN internship program through 
the Jewish Vocational service.  A 
junior at Michigan State University, 
Andrew is majoring in Social Relations 

and Policy. Andrew plans to attend 
law school but has not ruled out the 
possibility of a career in the non-
profit arena. Andrew is most involved 

with the Summer 
Educational 
Institute and the 
Secret Heroes: The 
Ritchie Boys exhibit.  
His internship has 
encouraged his 
decision to remain 
active in the Jewish 
Community as he 
grows older. 

Elizabeth (Izzy) 
Durham was fundamental in coordi-
nating the Ritchie Boys reunion and 
exhibit opening.  She is a Sociology/
Anthropology major at Carleton 
College and has been on site conduct-
ing interviews for her senior thesis on 
education about ethnic violence.  Izzy 
plans to attend graduate school to 
earn her Ph.D. and pursue a university 
career.

These interns have set a gold stan-
dard for their service.  On behalf of the 
staff, volunteers, and board of directors 
of the Holocaust Memorial Center, we 
wish them the greatest possible success.

Oral Histories:
“The Holocaust Memorial 

Center honors as Survivors any 
persons, Jewish or non-Jewish, 
who were displaced, persecuted, or 
discriminated against due to the 
racial, religious, ethnic, social, and 
political policies of the Nazis and 
their collaborators between 1933 
and 1945.  This definition in-
cludes, among others, people who 
were refugees or were in hiding.”

If you or a member of your 
family could be defined as a 
Survivor, we invite you to arrange 
an appointment for a videotaping.  
There is no charge and appoint-
ments are arranged at mutu-
ally convenient times and dates. 
Trained interviewers will make the 
process as comfortable as possible 
and each person interviewed will 
receive a complimentary copy of 
the video.  We urge our members 
and readers to encourage those 
eligible for our Oral History 
Program to preserve their legacy 
for future generations by calling 
Selma Silverman 248.553.2400, 
ext. 12.

Interns Philip Mintz and Andrew Fullett

We would like to thank the sponsors who contributed to the exhibit 
Secret Heroes: The Ritchie Boys

Silver Sponsor – Ernest Wachtel and Family

Bronze Sponsors – 

Visiting the museum has strengthened my commitment to building 
a world with justice, love and compassion.                             - Anonymous


