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Irena Sendlerowa reunites with child survivor 
Margarita Turkow in 2004.  Irena said,  “ I will not 

die until I see her!”   Irena  (1910 - 2008), was well 
cared for by the child survivors who lovingly 

cared for her in her later years.
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Our next temporary exhibit will 
be Barsamian: 20 Years-Searching for 
the Answer, opening March 27.  This 
art installation gives us a glimpse into 
the reactions of a child of survivors of 
the Armenian genocide (1915-1917).  
Twenty years ago, Robert Barsamian 
was injured in an assault and through 
this feeling of being a victim he has 
spent the past twenty years coming 
to grips with his and his parents’ and 
grandparents’ experiences.

On Holocaust Memorial Day, 
January 27, 2011 the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, is-
sued this statement (quoted in part):

"Although…poets have spoken for 

those killed in Armenia, Cambodia and 
Darfur, many stories from these and 
other genocidal events remain untold. 
They do not lessen or relativize the 
unique horror of the Holocaust, but 
rather serve to remind us of the loss of 
humanity that remains present in our 
midst to this day.

"Testimony, poetry and autobiog-
raphy allow us to attend to the distinct 
stories of individuals rather than trying 
to comprehend the statistics of differ-
ent genocides of recent history….

"On this 2011 Holocaust Memorial 
Day I commend for our remembrance 
the untold stories of Jewish people liv-
ing in Britain during the medieval era, 

those of the Holocaust and the stories 
from the genocidal tragedies of many 
other contexts in our deeply damaged 
world today."

Scholars have come to the con-
clusion that while the Holocaust is 
unprecedented, it is not unique.  We 
present this exhibit to help us to better 
understand (if not really comprehend) 
the depths to which man can descend.  
It is the reason that our International 
Institute of the Righteous teaches ethi-
cal decision-making in a moral context: 
that each person has a responsibility to 
maintain order, to be involved, to do 
something.

In December, the HMC and 
the World Federation of Jewish 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust 
(WFJCSH) entered into an agreement 
whereby our Library Archive became 
the official repository for the docu-
ments, testimonies and ephemera of 
this very important organization.  Dr. 
Rene Lichtman, an HMC Survivor 
speaker, is a board member and played 
an instrumental role in selecting our 
Center.  In addition to an annual con-
ference, publications and audiovisual 
productions, the WFJCSH conducts 
oral history interviews with Child 
Survivors and people who witnessed 
and/or participated in activities which 
affected children during WWII.  

One particularly interesting oral 
history is 1999 interview with Irena 
Sendlerowa, whose rescue activities 
have gained world-wide fame.  

In 1939, Irena was a 29-year-
old social worker with the Warsaw 
Department of Social Service.  When 
the Warsaw ghetto conditions de-
teriorated and the Nazis’ intentions 
became obvious, Irena became active 
in smuggling Jewish children out of 
the ghetto.  She directed the chil-
dren’s wing of Zegota (the Polish 

Council to Aid Jews) fully knowing 
that aiding Jews was punishable by 
death.  Nevertheless, she and a group 
of twenty or so “liaisons” and numer-
ous others constantly risked their lives 
to rescue 2500 Jewish 
children from within 
the ghetto.

Irena explained 
via an interpreter that 
there was a network of 
non-Jewish and Jewish 
rescuers both in and 
outside the ghetto.  Irena emphasized 
that the less one knew, the better.  Pre-
arranged escape routes were used to 
smuggle children past armed guards.  
She herself was caught and tortured in 
the notorious Pawiak Prison and later 
released.  Once, Antoni Debrowski, a 
driver, transported a medicated child 
hidden under his horse-drawn wagon 
and when the child began to cry, Mr. 
Debrowski deliberately stepped on his 
dog’s foot, causing the dog to bark and 
yelp to drown out the sound of the 
crying.  This became a routine method 
of secreting children past the guard.   

She believed that the true heroes 
were the Jewish mothers who gave 
their children to total strangers in the 

hope that they would be saved.  
Irena also told the story of 

“Rachela,” who worked outside of 
the ghetto and routinely took a child 
with her when she departed, left the 

child on the out-
side, and returned 
alone.  One day, she 
was warned that she 
was being watched.  
Nevertheless, she 
returned to the 
ghetto after leaving 

the child and was killed upon en-
try.  The interviewers asked whether 
Irena remembered Rachela’s surname.  
Borrowing the interviewers’ notebook, 
Irena wrote “Rachela Miller,” giving 
a complete name to a truly righteous 
individual for the first time.

The WFJCSH archive is cur-
rently conducting interviews with 
local Detroit Russian Jewish Child 
Survivors who have never been inter-
viewed and these, too, will be added 
to our Oral History Collection.

We salute the WFJCSH for the 
work they do.  The HMC is pleased to 
accept their archives and make these 
materials available to the public.

HMC Welcomes the World Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust Archives

The Holocaust Memorial Center 
Archive accepts objects that help 
tell the story of Holocaust.  If 
you think you have something 
that will futher this effort, 
please stop by the library ar-
chive or contact Feiga Weiss at 
248.553.2400, ext. 16 or  
info@holocaustcenter.org

"I am inspired by the bravery, courage, and determination of the Survivors."   - Miyuki (from Japan)
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From the Director:  "It’s Tuesday it must be . . ."
When I came 

to Michigan, one 
of my goals was 
to raise the profile 
of the HMC at 
every level from 
local to interna-
tional.  Working 
toward this goal, 

we have become active members of the 
American Association of Museums, the 
Council of American Jewish Museums 
and the Association of Holocaust 
Organizations.

In January, the AHO held its 
annual gathering La Memorial de 
la Shoah in Paris – for the first time 
outside of the United States.  This was 
the first truly international gathering; I 

was among colleagues from the United 
States, Italy, China, Germany, Austria, 
South Africa, Poland, and Canada.  

We traveled to the Museum of 
Jewish Art and History, were wel-
comed at both the City Hall of Paris 
and the Ministry of Defense, and 
toured the site of Drancy, the main 
transit camp in France, where a 
memorial archive is being developed 
by the SNCF (National Railway 
Company, whose new CEO recently 
apologized and acknowledged the 
company’s responsibility for its role in 
the Holocaust).  During the post-con-
ference trip, we visited Normandy, the 
museum at Caen and Omaha Beach.

The following week, I took advan-
tage of being in Europe and traveled 

to Berlin, where I met the Director 
of Cultural Affairs to discuss project 
funding, visited the Associate Director 
of the Jewish Museum, the Holocaust 
Memorial, and the new Topography 
of Terror Museum at the former SS 
headquarters. 

In Poland, I visited the Galicia 
Jewish Museum and later toured the 
new conservation labs at Auschwitz 
with Deputy Director Pawel Sawicki, 
where a staff of eight is working to 
preserve the thousands of artifacts 
that stand as testimony to the atroci-
ties there.  In Vienna, I met with old 
friends and the new director at the 
Jüdisches Museum Wien (Vienna 
Jewish Museum) to discuss exhibit 
loans.  The director of the Nazi Party 

Rally Grounds in Nuremberg gave 
me a tour of the fabulous facility and 
I paid a visit to the German Railroad 
Museum. In Frankfurt, I met with the 
staff that had assembled an exhibit 
for me in Florida and now express a 
willingness to work with us here in 
Michigan.

In every instance, I was welcomed 
as a colleague, and I gave each a folio 
about the HMC and our activities.  I 
look forward to working with these 
institutions and their esteemed staff 
and hope to have each of them visit 
Michigan.

We can all be proud that our 
Holocaust Memorial Center has 
become a citizen in the international 
community of Holocaust memorials.

Megan Dziekan:  Why I Volunteer
The decision 

to volunteer at 
the Holocaust 
Memorial Center 
was easy to make; 
I wanted to volun-
teer there because 
I have a strong 
interest in World 

War Two, especially the Holocaust.  
Studying such a sensitive subject 
matter gets difficult at times, but it is 
rewarding to be able educate others in 
the hope of preventing it from happen-
ing again. 

I was worried because I had so little 
time to offer; I’m a student at Central 
Michigan University and I hoped to 
volunteer a few days a week for three 
weeks over the winter holiday break.  
To my relief, the HMC staff was happy 

to allow me to volunteer and was ex-
tremely flexible with the limited hours 
I had. 

My time spent at the Holocaust 
Center was very enlightening and I 
enjoyed every moment of it.  I spent 
most of my time in the offices en-
tering data and doing other clerical 
work, but I especially enjoyed my time 
working alongside Dr. Guy Stern.  He 
introduced me to the Ritchie Boys, 
a specially trained unit with Military 
Intelligence during World War II.  I 
appreciated his stories about the details 
of the camp.

My experience at the Center was 
definitely worth my time and I am 
certainly looking into returning dur-
ing the summer.  Volunteering at the 
HMC has been a very rewarding op-
portunity and I am very grateful.

A planned gift can benefit you and your family as well as the Holocaust 
Memorial Center.  The benefits are multifold.  You will know that you 
are making a lasting impact in our community. You will have the satisfac-
tion of contributing to our mission of educating the community about 
the Holocaust, honoring those who suffered and perished, and celebrating 
those who took a stand against the forces of evil. Indeed, donors will be 
recognized during their lifetime as individuals committed to leaving a last-
ing legacy of remembrance.

In addition to your personal satisfaction, the tax benefits of a planned 
gift are meaningful, especially if you donate appreciated assets while you 
are living.  Whether your gift becomes effective while you are living or at 
your death, you can achieve estate tax and income tax savings by contrib-
uting to the cause.  In some cases, you can even retain a stream of income 
for yourself or a loved one from the contributed asset, yet still benefit the 
HMC.

To learn more about planned giving opportunities and options, please 
contact David Moss at 248.553.2400, ext. 23.

Judy Fertel Layne
Dickinson Wright PLLC

Have You Considered Including the Holocaust 
Memorial Center in your Will? Each year 

brings new chal-
lenges and oppor-
tunities for every 
organization.  At 
the Holocaust 
Memorial Center, 
we also adapt in 
order to lay the 

foundation for addressing needs and 
ensuring institutional growth.  To that 
end, the HMC’s bylaws were recently 
updated and continue to maintain the 
HMC’s core values and mission.  

Ultimately, the success of the 
HMC is dependent on the unwavering 
commitment of our loyal and dedi-
cated staff, volunteers, docents, Board 
members and YOU!  As we anxiously 
anticipate the arrival of Spring, the 
annual time of renewal, new oppor-
tunities to become involved in the 
HMC are blooming.  Indeed, there 
are countless ways to be part of what 
was just recently described to me by a 
longtime docent as “the most reward-

ing and gratifying thing that I’ve done 
in my life outside of my family.” We 
are always evaluating how to take full 
advantage of our uniquely talented and 
passionate group of volunteers, docents 
and staff, who represent the bedrock of 
our foundation and are the link to the 
thousands of visitors that pass through 
our doors.

Our nominating committee is in 
place for the Board term commencing 
July 1, 2011.  We are actively seeking 
people to be involved who have a pas-
sion for “illuminating the past and en-
lightening the future.”  We have much 
work to do and welcome those who 
have been involved, those who have 
wanted to be involved and those who 
haven’t thought about it before and 
want to make a contribution.  Please 
contact the HMC office if you’d like 
to be an integral part of shaping the 
HMC’s future.  Your dedication will 
help ensure our continued relevance, 
viability and sustainability!

President’s Message

Oral Histories:
“The Holocaust Memorial Center honors as Survivors any persons, 

Jewish or non-Jewish, who were displaced, persecuted, or discriminated 
against due to the racial, religious, ethnic, social, and political policies of 
the Nazis and their collaborators between 1933 and 1945.  This definition 
includes, among others, people who were refugees or were in hiding.”

If you or a member of your family could be defined as a Survivor, we 
invite you to arrange an appointment for a videotaping.  There is no charge 
and appointments are arranged at mutually convenient times and dates. 
Trained interviewers will make the process as comfortable as possible and 
each person interviewed will receive a complimentary copy of the video.  
We urge our members and readers to encourage those eligible for our Oral 
History Program to preserve their legacy for future generations by calling 
Selma Silverman 248.553.2400, ext. 12.
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Compact Shelving Maximizes Archive Capacity
We are very pleased that compact 

shelving has been installed in our 
temperature- and humidity-controlled 
Archives Room.  With a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, we were able to 
purchase new shelving, allowing us to 
more than double the storage capac-
ity of our special collections.  Chris 
de Bear of Library Design carefully 
planned the layout to maximize the 
area’s capacity to its fullest.  The newly-
acquired space allows us to house our 
holdings more efficiently.

When our building opened in 
2004, ample space was devoted to 
housing our archives, artifact, photo-
graph, rare book, coin and currency 
collections, with room for expansion. 

However, the acquisition rate of new 
materials was underestimated.

As seniors downsize or children 
discover “treasures” in their parents’ 
and grandparents’ homes, we are asked 
to accept and preserve materials for 
educational purposes.  This transfer 
of property is often the catalyst for 
revelations or a cathartic experience. 
Survivors and eyewitnesses have di-
vulged personal narratives never before 
articulated.  Sometimes the donor pre-
fers to remain anonymous or attaches 
conditions to the release of informa-
tion.  In all instances, we carefully 
record requests and honor them.

All of the materials support and 
reflect the museum’s mission.  These 
collections allow us to rotate our core 
exhibits and make reproductions for 
publications, exhibitions and educa-
tional purposes.   It is with pride that 
we are able to provide such services to 
our community.

With the shelving in place, we are 
adding lighting and finishing the new 
flooring - and beginning the process 
of moving back into the spacious area.  
Improvements such as these ensure 
that our commitment to preserving 
our legacy is carried out with the high-
est standards.

During World War II, why did the 
United States Army mobilize a unit 
consisting mostly of Jewish soldiers?  
And why was so little known of them 
until more than 60 years later? Why 
was a German – not American – film-
maker the first to document their 
activities?  The Holocaust Memorial 
Center will answer those questions 
and more on July 28 through its pre-
miere exhibit, The Ritchie Boys.

The Ritchie Boys borrowed their 
nickname from their training center at 
Camp Ritchie, Maryland.  They were 
selected from all branches of service to 
see duty with US Military Intelligence 
for this top-secret assignment on 
the basis of linguistic skills and their 
knowledge of the enemy’s psychology 
and culture.

Their work began in earnest 
with Germany’s declaration of war 
on the United States.  The Ritchie 

Boys conducted their own type of 
warfare in Africa and Italy, most 
extensively during and after the inva-
sion of Normandy.  They continued 
their work until Victory-Europe 
Day – and some then joined Military 
Government and war crimes tribunals.

Ritchie Boys interrogated prison-
ers, intercepted enemy communica-
tions, broadcasted propaganda mes-
sages via radio – even from 
the front lines – and a few 
did espionage work behind 
enemy lines.  Several of 
their outfits received unit 
citations and many indi-
viduals were decorated.  

The exploits and 
achievements of the Ritchie 
Boys will be demonstrated 
through their war-time 
photographs, reports, 
letters, their medals and 

uniforms, and even their weapons. In 
addition, the Ritchie Boys appear in a 
film by the same name, produced and 
directed by the Munich filmmaker 
Christian Bauer.

Many Ritchie Boys, now in their 
eighties and nineties, will be on-site 
for the exhibit’s opening and the first-
ever reunion of the surviving members 
of the outfit.

It’s spring in 
Michigan, too ear-
ly yet for Passover, 
but hopefully 
you’re awaiting a 
huge tax refund!

In this season 
of renewal, we 
hope you’ll con-

sider a membership to the Holocaust 
Memorial Center. Maybe you’ve 
allowed your membership to lapse. 
Maybe you’ve never been to the mu-
seum, or you feel that you came once, 
and “that’s enough.”

Our Holocaust museum is one of 
metro Detroit’s iconic cultural ven-
ues. It’s more than just a place to see 
artifacts: the HMC is brimming with 
energy and spirit. Trained docents 
guide visitors through the timeline of 
Jewish history to explore the richness 
of European Jewish culture.  They 
follow history as they descend toward 
Nazism, where visitors confront the 
horrors of the Holocaust.  They engage 
in a dialogue about ethics and altru-
ism in the Institute of the Righteous, 
where they learn about brave men and 
women of all faiths, who risked their 
own lives to save the life of a Jewish 
stranger. 

Why become a member?

Membership is an endorsement of 
our mission and demonstrates a com-
mitment to remembering the 6 million 
Jews and 5 million other victims of the 
Holocaust. Membership honors the 
courageous Survivors whose vision and 
dedication helped found this Center. 
Membership provides essential funding 
for our programs and operations - we 
can’t do it without you.

Thanks to our members:
• A Holocaust Survivor describes her 

life story to a group of impression-
able high school students.

• Scholars lead discussions about 
racism, genocide, political oppres-
sion, ethics, discrimination, human 
rights and more.

• Educators learn new ways to effec-
tively incorporate this challenging 
topic into their classrooms. 

• Engaging new exhibits from around 
the globe frame the Holocaust in 
new ways, reaching new audiences.

Membership has privileges, too. 
Members receive free admission, a quar-
terly newsletter, event notices and invita-
tions to special programming.  

Please let us welcome you to our mu-
seum family by becoming a member.

Why Membership Matters

Guy Stern: A Ritchie Boy Remembers

Newsletter Editor & Coordinator:
Rebecca Swindler

Contributors: 
Megan Dziekan
Stephen M. Goldman
Gary Karp
Judy Fertel Layne 
David M. Moss
Dr. Guy Stern
Feiga Weiss

Design, Layout & Assistant Editor:
Joshua Nowicki

The Holocaust Memorial Center 
newsletter is printed four times 
a year.  Comments or questions 
about his publication may be 
directed to Rebecca Swindler at 
248. 553. 2400, ext. 13.  

Questions about the programs 
and events described in this pub-
lication may be directed to Gail 
Cohen at 248. 553. 2400, ext. 10

Congratulations New Docents!

The staff and Board of Directors extend a warm welcome to seven new docents, who have completed a rigorous train-
ing process with distinction.  We are proud that Jim Berk, Scott Cooper, Celia Livermore, David Tutor, Norm Lampi, 
Howard Heicklen, and Heather Siegel have joined our docent family and look forward to many years of cooperative work.



A Tribute to Janusz Korczak, c. 1963, 
oil on canvas, 35 x 50 in. 
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March 27 – July 10
Barsamian: 20 Years-Searching 
for the Answer.  A vivid artistic 
exploration of personal identity 
in wake of the Armenian 
Genocide (1915-1917).

April 13
A World Without Jews: Nazi 
Germany and the Holocaust
Professor Alan Confino 
(University of Virginia) will 
focus on a new approach 
to Holocaust scholarship 
emphasizing culture as distinct 
from ideology by examining 
the Nazi fantasy of a world 
devoid of Jews.  Cosponsored by 
the Michigan State University 
Jewish Studies program.  Lecture 
begins at 7 pm.

May 1
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance Day) ceremony 
and opening of new permanent 
exhibit “Portraits of Honor.”  
Program at 1 pm.  Yahrtzeit 
memorial candles available.  
Admission fee waived for 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.
 
May 15
7th Symposium on Altruism 
will address bullying in the 
context of social diversity and 
emphasize positive strategies to 
combat prejudice and bullying.  
Program 1-5 pm.  Light 
refreshments will be served.

May 22
The Killing Business: Auschwitz 
and the Development of the 
Camp System will be presented 
by Dr. Sidney Bolkosky 
(University of Michigan – 
Dearborn).  Free to the public. 

Upcoming Events

Special Docent Programs
The 2011 Prospective Docent 

Project began Sunday, March 13 and 
will continue for the following four 
Sundays.  The final session will serve 
as a make-up.  People interested in be-
coming a docent will find the program 
challenging, as the effort will require 
commitment, self-motivation, and 
textbook study.  Those who pass these 
exacting classes and are certified will 
experience the excitement of accom-

plishment.  To register or for additional 
information, contact Chairperson, 
Dr. Stuart Falk at 248.855.2152 or 
Administrator, Selma Silverman at 
248.553.2400, ext. 12.

The Docent Steering Committee is 
completing a pilot social responsibil-
ity project involving a presentation to 
5th and 6th grade students.  They will 
be introduced to the Institute of the 
Righteous and the concepts of honesty, 

and care for others regardless of race, 
culture, or religion.  Negative behav-
iors, such as bullying, teasing, andname 
calling, along with suggested solu-
tions, will receive attention.  Interested 
schools and religious institutions of 
all denominations should contact the 
parties mentioned above for more 
information.

Commemorating the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising:   
April 19, 1943 – May 16, 1943

The HMC features ten paintings and 
sketches by artist Wladyslaw Brzosko.  
Brzosko was a Polish resistance fighter 
during the Nazi occupation.  His art-
works are a tribute to the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews who suffered in the 
Warsaw Ghetto.

Strongly influenced by Cubism, 
Futurism, and Post Impressionism, 
Brzosko is classified as a 20th Century 
Modernist.  Brzosko created these par-
ticular pieces after his immigration to the 
United States in 1960.  Brzosko’s work is 
on display in the HMC auditorium.

Resilience
In December, local sculptor Dr. 

Lorraine Goldberg donated her three-
part sculpture Resilience to the HMC.  
Goldberg was inspired by a cemetery 
in Prague, where she felt particularly 
connected to her heritage.  She sketched 
the tombstones and began work on the 
sculpture upon her return home.

We are honored to have Resilience as 
a permanent installation.  We invite the 
public to come see the sculpture, located 
on the second floor of our facility, on 
their next visit.

Volunteer Opportunities
• Seeking adult volunteers who can 

give a half-day every week or bi-
weekly to assist guests in the Doris 
and Eric Billes Museum Shop.  
Training is provided.  The shop 
is open Sunday through Friday 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm and during 
special events.  Prior retail experi-
ence is a plus but not a must.  No 
heavy physical work is involved 
and there are accommodations for 
those who cannot be on their feet 
for long periods of time.  Please 
contact Selma Silverman at ext. 
12.

• Recruiting mature adults to train 
to conduct oral history interviews 
being taped here in our building at 
mutually convenient afternoon ap-
pointments.  Those interested will 
be invited to observe the filming 
of such an interview and will be 
required to view at least two prior 
taping sessions with two different 
interviewers.  Please contact Selma 
Silverman at ext. 12.

For other volunteer opportunities 
please contact Gail Cohen at ext. 10. 

"This Holocaust Museum is one of the most 
important educational resources in the state."   
             - Emily (from Grand Rapids, MI)

Wish List:
• A plus-size wheelchair for the use of mobility-impaired guests. Please 

contact Selma Silverman at extension 12.

• Mobile bookshelves for the library.  Please contact Judy Rosenzveig at 
extension 17.

• A large format color printer & large format mat board cutter.  Please 
contact Joshua Nowicki at extension 21.

• Woodworking tools & equipment.  Please contact Tim Zimmerman at 
extension 11.


