
To date, Ellie’s heartfelt appeal on  
www.holocaustcenter.org/provizer has raised 

$2,000! She was inspired to select us for her 
mitzvah project after visiting us last year.
“When I was at the Holocaust Center,” Ellie said, 
“I learned a girl saved a bunch of kids from the 
ghetto. She hid them in grocery bags and she 
gave them to non-Jewish families so they would 
survive. It made me feel bad inside that I couldn’t 

do anything about it and millions of 
people died, and 1.5 million kids 

under the age of 14 got killed. That’s 
just terrible!”
Ellie decided to take action 
by helping us to educate other 
young people. 

Adam Karp is another thoughtful 
and caring teen whose bar mitzvah 

was made more meaningful by the 

Holocaust Memorial 
Center. He volunteered 
in our offices and our 
museum shop.
“My grandparents survived 
the Holocaust, but a lot 
of my family members were 
murdered,” Adam said. “I want 
to do my part to make sure the world never forgets. The 
Holocaust Memorial Center teaches people that it is up to us 
to prevent future genocide.”
Thank you and mazel tov to Ellie Provizer and her parents 
Kari and Jeffrey Provizer, and to Adam Karp and his parents 
Beth Karp and Gary Karp. A
Are you interested in a mitzvah project with the Holocaust 
Memorial Center? Projects include volunteer opportunities and 
personalized donation pages on the HMC website and volunteer 
opportunities. Call Robin Axelrod at 248.536.9607.

Take the opportunity to benefit from the wisdom of our 
corps of Holocaust survivor volunteers. You can find 

them here nearly every day, speaking to groups and walk-in 
visitors at the conclusion of the 1 p.m. tour. They also work 
in our Library Archive, museum shop and offices.
“We have a legacy given to us by our parents while still in 
the boxcars to tell the world what happened,” says board 
member Abraham Pasternak. “We never thought a cultured 
people like the Germans would condone genocide. It is our 
duty as survivors to educate future generations.”
Speaker Fred Lessing agrees. “When I realized that all of 
the Dutch Jewish children in a 1942 photograph had been 
murdered and I was the only one who survived, I vowed 
to myself I would speak for my dead classmates and be 
a witness to the murder of 1.5 million Jewish children,” 
Lessing says.
Their goal is to inspire positive change. “When I speak to 
groups,” says Paula Marks-Bolton, “I stress tolerance, respect 
and love for each other and I tell them to speak up whenever 
there may be injustice, prejudice or hatred.”
Barbara Cohen adds, “I tell visitors ‘Don’t be a bystander – 
be a stander upper for what you believe in!’ So many lives 
could have been saved if the majority were not silent.”
“It is not easy doing this at age 91,” Mania Salinger 
concludes, “but I am proud to be a Holocaust survivor 

speaker. My ‘treasure chest’ is overloaded with mail, some from people who heard me speak 
years ago and never forgot my story and my advice. I want the world never to forget how 
hatred can turn to evil. Please keep supporting and visiting the HMC.” A
Attention Holocaust survivors! If you are interested in telling your story to visitors or recording 
your testimony for posterity, please contact Gail Cohen at 248.553.2400, ext. 110.

newsletter

Survivor volunteers include (back row, left to right) Jan Rival, 
Rae Nachbar, Sophie Klisman, Elizabeth Silver, Aron Zoldan, 
Miryam and Jack Gun, George Erdstein, Fred Lessing, Edith 
Maniker, Katherine Sattler, Erna Gorman, Naum Layer, Paula 
Marks-Bolton, Esther Lupyan and (front row) Eva Rival, Vera 
Schey, Fryda Fleish, Mania Salinger, Michael Weiss, Garry 
Kappy and Hans Weinmann.

Adam Karp
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Share History and Transmit Values

Meaningful Projects
Ellie’s Letter to Friends & Family

Did you know there are so many kids who do 

not even know what the Holocaust was? 

I think it is very important for all kids to have 

the ability to learn about the Holocaust and 

see our wonderful Holocaust Memorial Center.

I will become a bat mitzvah this fall. For my 

mitzvah project, I am going to raise as much 

money as I can to help bring a busload of 

students from a school in Michigan.

They will get to see the Holocaust Memorial 

Center in person and learn all about 

the Holocaust and the impact their 

actions will have on the world. 

Please help me to make this 

dream a reality. Thank you in 

advance for your donation.

     Never Again,

Ellie Provizer

Ellie Provizer

Mitzvah



Educating Michigan Students
Your Generosity at Work 

Thanks to your support, students 
from all over Michigan are 

learning why they must fight 
prejudice and stand up for the 

rights of others.

lefT:  Fourth grade students from Temple 
Israel’s Tyner Religious School in West 
Bloomfield with the community art 
project that they made for Metro Detroit 
Jewish organizations, on temporary 
display at the HMC.

Steve Goldman with 
Holocaust survivor 

speaker Paula 
Marks-Bolton

from My Desk
Stephen M. Goldman
E x ecu t i v e  D i r ec to r

Event photography by Brett Mountain
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Sisters Erica, Arielle and Melissa Mendelson 
with guest speaker Adam Braun

Event chair Jacob Smith, Carly Shapiro, 
Gabe Neistein and Abby Rubin

Your Lasting 
Legacy  
The HMC celebrates another 

extraordinary year of thought-
provoking programs and exciting 
exhibits that challenge visitors to 
make our world a better place. This 
level of excellence is only possible 
through your generosity. With your 
help, it can continue for future 
generations – this can be your legacy.

A wonderful example is Anne E. 
Ford, a German-American woman 
who greatly valued our mission 
and from whose estate we recently 
received a substantial bequest. Mrs. 
Ford was a child during the Holocaust, 
and she and her parents left Germany 
soon afterwards. They impressed upon 
her, and she impressed upon her own 
children in turn, the importance of 
not being a bystander.

As you plan for the inevitable future, 
you can guarantee your charitable 

desires are met, and perhaps 
provide an income for 

a spouse or keep 
the taxes owed by 
your heirs to a 
minimum. Our 
Legacy Society 
debuted this year 

and now includes 
20 families who 
have chosen to 
make a lasting 
impact on the 
future of the HMC 

through planned gifts, endowment 
gifts and bequests. Please consider 
joining by including us in your estate 
planning. 

We are grateful for gifts of all sizes.  
Please notify us if you have made 
a legacy commitment or call us at 
248.536.9603 to let us help you 
explore this opportunity for you and 
your family, so that we can include 
you among the donors recognized by 
our Legacy Society. A

Inspiring the Next Generation to

Legacy Society 
members receive 
this unique pin

The geographic diversity of our visitors 
is astounding! In 2014, school groups 
visited from these Michigan counties 
(shown in dark blue):

Each year, 35,000 students visit the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman 

Family Campus from Michigan, Ohio and 
Ontario. Their token admission 
fees do not cover the cost of 
operating the center. Your 
gifts are what make their visits 
possible. Thank you!

The lessons of the Holocaust are as relevant 
today as ever, inspiring a new generation 

of adults to strive for a better world.
We recently presented Stories that Inspire 
featuring Adam Braun, in partnership 
with NEXTGen Detroit. The grandson of 
Holocaust survivors, Braun is the founder 
of Pencils of Promise, which since 2009 has 
built 304 schools in developing countries. 

Take Action



RigHT:  Students from 
Clarence B. Sabbath 

Middle School 
in River Rouge 

with docent Mike 
Winkelman.

RigHT:  Students from Yeshiva Beth Yehudah’s 
Bais Yaakov High School in Oak Park.

Above:  Students from Central Middle 
School in Port Huron with docent Rita Neff.

Dear Holocaust Memorial Center,
We had such an amazing time on our tour. 

My students, a group of at-risk teens who 

have very little motivation, connection and 

empathy were incredibly moved. It was a 
monumental experience for our group, and 

one I know every single person appreciated. 

My kids don’t get out of their own city very 

often, so to see something like this was a 
first for most of them. I’m sure you hear 
this all of the time, but your center is truly 

impactful. Our tour guide couldn’t have 
been a better fit for our kids. The speaker, 

well, there are not words to describe how 

much his story moved us…his words are 
some I will never forget.

Sincerely,
Mr. S.

Lake Orion High School

Hilary Gorosh, 
Sam and Jennifer 
Maxbauer, and 
Sari Saperstein

Guests enjoying the dessert reception

The event was sponsored by Lori and Alan Zekelman and chaired 
by Jacob Smith.
 “Attendees left looking at the lessons of the Holocaust in a fresh, 
meaningful way,” Smith said, “and with a mission to honor victims 
of the Holocaust by fighting for social justice today.” A

The newly renovated Doris and Eric Billes 
Museum Shop features new and used books and DVDs 

for all ages on the Holocaust and respecting differences, 

including a collection of local survivor memoirs. Gift items 

for sale include mezuzahs, yahrzeit candles, and fair-trade 

goods. All purchases support the Holocaust Memorial 

Center and its educational programming.



lefT:  (Ieft to right) Jeff 
Watson, Member 
of Parliament for 
the Essex electoral 
district in Ontario 
with his wife Sarah 
and Stephanie and 
Barry Zekelman

below:  (Ieft to right) Mickey Shapiro,  
famed Hollywood director Steven Spielberg,  

Steven’s father Arnold Spielberg (seated in front),  
Chairman of the Board Steven Grant,  

President Gary Karp, and board member Alan Zekelman

RigHT:  (left to right, back row) 
Eric and Doris Billes, Adrienne 

and Robert Feldstein and 
(front row) Hans and Sylvia 

Weinmann, Chairs of our 
spring member event. 

New in the Library Archive

seen at the museum

Above:  (Ieft to right) Sue and Nick Hersh at 
the dedication of the Genocide Exhibit, 

with Executive Director Steve Goldman and 
guest speaker Ellen Kennedy, founder of 

world without genocide

lefT:  Ken and Anita Volk at our 
spring Leadership Circle event
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W E L C O M E   N E W  D O C E N T S !

Preserving the Evidence:  
A Nazi Microscope from Dachau

One of our most intriguing recent acquisitions is a Busch Rathenow 
microscope donated by Aviva Phillips and Benjamin BenBaruch, 

as trustee for the Schiff Estate. Their father, the late Bernard A. Schiff, 
brought it back from the Dachau concentration camp in July 1945.
Mr. Schiff was a U. S. Army Medical Laboratory 
Technician who served with the Medical Detachment of 
the 9th Infantry, 2nd Division. At the Dachau infirmary, 
he discovered a sophisticated medical laboratory 
outfitted with high-quality modern microscopes, medical 
instruments, operating tables and many other apparatuses 
and supplies. Mr. Schiff saw the evidence of the 
grotesque medical experiments that had been 
conducted by the most brutal, inhumane methods, 
violating every medical ethical standard that ever 
existed, all for the purpose of establishing the 
“Master Race.” The inmates’ bodies were exploited in 
life and after death.
Although Mr. Schiff was always reticent about describing the precise 
details of what he saw, he cared deeply that something positive should 
come from the evil he witnessed. After his passing, his children decided 
to donate the microscope to our Center so that it would be preserved 
for posterity and used for educational purposes.  You will be able to 
see this microscope on display at the Holocaust Memorial Center 
this winter. A

A Fond Farewell

Selma Silverman retired after 30 
years of service to the Holocaust 

Memorial Center. She worked tirelessly, 
playing a key role in all the activities of 
the center since it opened in 1984 at the 
Jewish Community Center campus. 
Her dedication, insight, compassion 
and many skills helped to create the 
treasure that we have today. 
Everything from the annual dinner 
to the annual commemoration of 
Yom HaShoah were, for many years, 
dependent on her familiarity and 
empathy for the area’s Holocaust 
survivors and her consummate 
professionalism. We all wish Selma 
health and happiness for many years 
to come. A

DO YOu HAVE OBJECTS 
OF HISTORICAL 

INTEREST?

Photos, documents, 
religious objects, 

household items from the 
“old country”? They can be 
used as educational tools! 

Call 248.553.2834

Bernard Schiff
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My father, Alex Karp of blessed memory, and my mother, Gaby Karp, 
were among the founders of the Holocaust Memorial Center. They 

and their friends knew that what happened during the Holocaust was so 
unimaginable that no one would believe it without a concerted effort to 
educate people. Their great fear was that the Holocaust would go down as 
just another commonplace chapter in in the annals of history. To ensure 
this didn’t happen, the founders built the HMC so there would be a place 
for our community to learn from this tragedy, to speak up against injustice 
and to prevent future genocide. Recognizing that many founders are 
no longer with us, it is now the responsibility of my generation to make 
sure that the lessons of the Holocaust are never forgotten. We do this by 
focusing on continuity and training our children to grasp and spread the 
HMC’s vital messages.
One of the ways the HMC trains the next generation is through 
our internship program. This summer, our JOIN intern Daniel 

Cooper, a film student at NYU, 
created a documentary film called 
Kristallnacht: The Night of Broken 
Glass, about the pogrom that marked 
the beginning of the Holocaust.  Our 
intern Jordan Rizer, who is studying 
history and Jewish Studies at EMU, 
developed educational companion 
materials for this documentary.  
I invite you to join us at 7 p.m. on 
November 9 for its premiere. 
Every year, the HMC employs a 
German volunteer from Action 
Reconciliation Service for Peace. 
Our 2013-14 intern Richard 
Bachmann and our 2014-15 intern 
Andrea Moellering joined forces this summer 
to present Growing Together Detroit, an alternative 
summer break program for German, American and Israeli volunteers 
to assist the Northeast Detroit’s Eden Gardens Block Club, which 
consists of African-American residents and members of the Isaac Agree 
Downtown Synagogue. Projects included boarding up abandoned houses 
in the neighborhood and working in the community garden. By learning 
about Detroit’s history and the ways its communities are organizing 
to combat challenges, the camp aimed to establish an international 
volunteering community.
Thank you to these compassionate and talented young adults, including 
program assistants Hillary Dorman, Hillary Hanel, Allison Savoy and 
Andrea Rost, for helping to carry forward our important message. A

Above:  Lori and Steve Weisberg at our 
spring Leadership Circle event

Gary Karp

from the President

Above:  Edwarda Zakalik (center) with (left to right) daughter 
Dana Zakalik, son Karol Zakalik, granddaughter Maddy 
Weber and son-in-law John Weber on Yom HaShoah

lefT:  Mickey Maddin and Irv Lichtman 
at the event germany: 70 Years later

RigHT:  Rabbi Yitzchak Mendel 
Wagner, guest speaker at 

germany: 70 Years later, with 
Chairs Andy and Stacy Doctoroff

lefT:  Board member 
Arie Leibovitz, with his 
wife Karolyn and sons 
(left to right) Scott and 
Barak on Yom HaShoah

growing Together Detroit, Andrea Moellering on the immediate left 
of the sign with Richard Bachmann (behind) and to her left.
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Jason Loudermilk for Brett Mountain Photography
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Esther Lange of Esther’s Studio

Training Tomorrow’s Witnesses  

Tammy Gorosh  •  Allen Lippitt  •  Deborah Tyner



31thirty-first AnniversAry Dinner • november 1, 2015

H o n o r i n g  Jackie + Larry kraft
K e y n o t e  s p e A K e r  r u d y  G i u L i a n i
C o n g r e g A t i o n  s H A A r e y  Z e D e K  • 5:30 pm

Executive Committee
Gary Karp   President
Steven D. Grant  Chairman
Larry Kraft   Vice President
Adam Grant   Secretary
Alan Zekelman   Treasurer
Leo Eisenberg
Steven R. Weisberg
Arthur Jay Weiss

Board of Directors
Frederick Blechman
Stuart Falk
Nelson Hersh
Barbara Kappy
Shari Ferber Kaufman
Sue Kaufman
Bruce Kridler
Arie Leibovitz
Edward Malinowski
Abraham Pasternak
David Silbert
Charles Silow
Bubba Urdan
Abram Weberman
Arthur A. Weiss
Stephen M. Goldman   Executive Director

Guy Stern   Director, Harry and Wanda 
Zekelman International Institute of 
the Righteous
Cheryl Guyer   Director of Development

www.holocaustcenter.org 2 4 8 . 5 5 3 . 2 4 0 0
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Synagogues in 
Germany: A Virtual 
Reconstruction

Be Sure to Visit Our Special Exhibition  

on view through December 27

Synagogues destroyed under Nazi leadership come back to life 
through 3-D digital reconstructions, recalling the rich cultural 
heritage and community life in Germany before the Holocaust.
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Jackie and larry Kraft
31st Anniversary 
Dinner Honorees 

Rudy giuliani
107th Mayor of  
New York City   

Celebrate our 31st 
anniversary at an 

elegant evening featuring 
a strolling buffet and an 
empowering presentation. 
Your generosity will enable 
us to teach 65,000 people 
this year to stand up to 
hatred, antisemitism and 
genocide. For tickets and 
ads, visit our website or call 
248.536.9605.
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PlEASE Join US

Viola & Garry  
Kappy

Honorary Chairs

Barbara & Irvin  
Kappy

Dinner Chairs 

Richard K.  
Stoler

Dinner Chair 

Jackie & Joel  
Smith

Dinner Advisors

Lori & Steven  
Weisberg

VIP Reception Chairs 




