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Because I live in Kansas and long ago tired of Wizard of Oz

comments, I am not going to perpetuate another Midwestern

stereotype. So I won’t open this article by saying how shocked I was

that Detroit was more than a rusted-out city in the old Rust Belt.

While there are a few neighborhoods you’d do well to avoid (and

aren’t there in every city?), the biggest city in Michigan faces Canada

across the Detroit River and is full of truly beautiful places. The

cuisine scene is out of this world, and the city’s many museums have

enough exhibits to keep this nerdy girl busy for weeks.

From art to history and music to motors, here are eight museums

you shouldn’t miss when you visit Detroit.
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PHOTO CREDIT: THE HENRY FORD ON FACEBOOK

1. The Henry Ford
One of the largest history museums in the United States, The Henry

Ford is located in the Detroit suburb of Dearborn, about 15 minutes

northeast of the airport. The complex actually comprises three
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attractions: a museum dedicated to American innovation, a living

history experience, and a factory tour.

Visiting The Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation feels a bit

like exploring a western campus of the Smithsonian’s National

Museum of American History. Both attractions contain exhibits that

celebrate American inventions and cover the highs and lows of

American history.

At this Detroit museum, you can climb aboard the bus where Rosa

Parks refused to obey segregation laws and relinquish her seat to a

white man. You’ll also see the limo that was carrying President John

F. Kennedy when he was assassinated in Dallas. A Model T, the Oscar

Mayer Wienermobile, an early Volkswagen Beetle, George

Washington’s camp bed, and Thomas Edison’s last breath (preserved

in a sealed test tube!) are some of the museum’s other attractions.

Open seasonally, the Green�eld Village is a living history museum

with seven historic districts. You’ll observe a turn-of-the-century

working farm, tour the modest home where Henry Ford grew up,

and explore the Menlo Park complex of Ford’s lifelong friend,

inventor Thomas Edison.
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SUBMIT

Round out your visit with a Ford Rouge Factory tour that showcases

the end-to-end assembly of a Ford F-150 pickup.

2. Detroit Historical Museum
You can explore centuries of history in one spot at the Detroit

Historical Museum. From a fur-trading post to the last stop on the

Underground Railroad to America’s Motor City, Detroit has worn

many hats over the years, and this museum in Midtown covers them

all.

Because the Detroit River is all that separates the U.S. from Canada,

Michigan’s biggest city was once known as the Doorway to Freedom.

In antebellum America, Michiganders hid enslaved people �eeing

unspeakable conditions and helped them make the �nal leg of their

journey to freedom. The Detroit Historical Museum’s Underground

Railroad exhibit allows visitors to experience what that journey was

like.

The museum also addresses Detroit’s rich legacy of music. The Kid

Rock Music Lab is an interactive exhibit that allows guests to explore

everything from gospel music and blues to techno and hip-hop.

enter email address
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PHOTO CREDIT: MOTOWN MUSEUM ON FACEBOOK

3. Motown Museum
Speaking of music, you can’t visit the Motor City without visiting the

legendary Motown Museum. At a time when many black Americans
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lived under the unfair burden of segregation laws, a young black

songwriter established Motown Records in Detroit.

The record label behind legends like Diana Ross, Lionel Richie,

Michael Jackson, and many others, Motown achieved tremendous

success with more than 180 number-one hit songs. And by

becoming the most successful independent record company in

history, the business helped tear down racial prejudices.

It will take you about an hour to complete a guided tour of the

Motown Museum, and you’ll get to see Stevie Wonder’s piano, the

score to “My Girl” by The Temptations, and Studio A, where many of

Motown’s biggest hits were recorded.

4. Detroit Institute Of Arts
With more than 65,000 works of art on display in more than 100

galleries, the Detroit Institute of Arts is often recognized for the

diversity of its collection. This beautiful Beaux Arts building in

Midtown houses artwork from around the globe, including Mexican

artist Diego Rivera’s Detroit Industry Murals and Vincent van Gogh’s

Self-Portrait, the �rst of van Gogh’s works to be part of a museum

collection in the United States.
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5. Charles H. Wright Museum Of
African American History
After visiting a memorial honoring World War II heroes in Denmark,

Detroit physician Charles H. Wright was inspired to establish a

museum dedicated to African American history. From its dedication

in 1965 until recently, the Wright Museum of African American

History was the largest museum dedicated to black Americans in the

U.S. (When the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American

History and Culture opened in 2016, it bumped the Wright Museum

down to second place.)
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One of the most unique exhibits at the Wright is the Ring of

Genealogy. With sunlight streaming through the building’s iconic

glass dome, the rotunda �oor art chronicles black history in America

from slavery to upward mobility. And encircling the piece are bronze

bricks engraved with the names of prominent black Americans, with

new names added annually during the Ford Freedom Awards

ceremony.

Pro Tip: Another neat Detroit experience chronicling black history is

the Historic First Congregational Church of Detroit’s Flight to

Freedom Tour, which shows visitors what it was like to be an

enslaved person seeking freedom along the Underground Railroad.

6. Holocaust Memorial Center
In the Detroit suburb of Farmington Hills (about 30 minutes north of

the airport), the Holocaust Memorial Center has explored the dark

history of the Holocaust for more than 30 years. But it also reveals

stories of strength and courage -- stories of Jewish survivors and of

members of the resistance movements who put their lives on the

line to �ght against the injustices of that era and rescue persecuted

men, women, and children.

One of the most chilling exhibits at the Holocaust Memorial Center is

the railroad boxcar displayed as if it’s set to depart the

http://friendsoffirst.com/underground-railroad-tours/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/
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Hannoverscher Bahnhof station in Hamburg, Germany, for

concentration camps in the east.

After walking through the Anne Frank exhibit, take a moment in the

garden to re�ect on your experience. The peaceful place is home to a

sapling from the chestnut tree outside Frank's hiding spot.

PHOTO CREDIT: ARAB AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM ON FACEBOOK
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7. Arab American National Museum
Just a short drive from The Henry Ford in Dearborn is the Arab

American National Museum. Opened in 2005, it is the �rst and only

museum in the country dedicated to Arab American history and

culture.

The exhibits share stories of immigrants from the Arab world, detail

Arab life in America, and celebrate contributions made by Arab

Americans. And since naturalized Arab Americans come from 22

different nations in Northern Africa and the Middle East, the objects

on display represent all 22 countries in the Arab League.

If you’re wondering why Detroit is the site of such a unique museum,

it’s because America’s largest Arab American community lives in

Michigan.

8. Ford Piquette Avenue Plant
When you visit this late Victorian brick building located roughly

halfway between Midtown and the North End, you’re not only

visiting a national historic landmark, but also one of the most

signi�cant automotive heritage sites in the world. For it was here at

the Ford Piquette Avenue Plant that the iconic Model T was

designed, assembled, and shipped across the country by rail in the

early 1900s.

http://www.arabamericanmuseum.org/
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/what-explains-michigans-large-arab-american-community
https://www.fordpiquetteplant.org/
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As a former automotive plant, the building is massive and not

necessarily designed with creature comforts in mind. If you visit on a

cooler day, be sure to dress in layers. And no matter when you visit,

be sure to take the hour-long guided tour to fully appreciate the

cultural and historical signi�cance of the plant.

Fun Fact: Have you ever wondered how the Model T got its name?

Before Ford began naming its vehicles for fast animals, fun parties,

and exciting activities, its products were simply named

alphabetically. The Model T was the model that followed the Model S.
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“Let me tell you what I think of bicycling,” said Susan B. Anthony. “I

think it has done more to emancipate women than anything else in

the world.”

You might not think of bikes as instruments of social change, but

according to the National Women’s History Museum, bicycles had a

“revolutionary impact” on the women’s movement in the early 1900s,

giving freedom to women who formerly had to rely on men for

transportation. Bicycling even transformed the way women dressed,

giving rise to easy-to-move-in “bloomers” (divided skirts) that

replaced the restrictive corsets and bustles of the 1800s.

Suffragist leader Elizabeth Cady Stanton proclaimed, “The bicycle

will inspire women with more courage, self-respect, self-reliance.”

Who knew two wheels could make such an impact?

In honor of Women's History Month in March, pedal to some of the

highlights of the women's movement on these bike trails near

America’s top historic sites celebrating female achievements.
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womensmuseum
Women's Museum of California

View Profile

View More on Instagram

40 likes
womensmuseum

Women organized protests have a long history in the United States starting with women led boycotts
of British goods during the American Revolution to today's Women's March movement. Learn how
these protests have left a lasting impact on our country in our current exhibit, Marching Towards
Empowerment. This is your last month to see the exhibit in our gallery so stop by soon!
.
.
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1. San Diego River Bikeway, San
Diego, California
Set your sights on the 20-mile river path running from Mission Valley

to Ocean Beach. Closed to auto traf�c, it’s one of the safest bike trails

in San Diego. It’s suitable for riders of all levels, and you can pedal for

as long or as short as you’d like.

It’s about a 15-minute ride from the trail’s midpoint to the Women's

Museum of California. Established in 1983, the museum offers

exhibits that bring untold stories of extraordinary women to light.

Check out the Marching Towards Empowerment exhibit that follows

the journey to enfranchisement from the late 19th century to the

early 20th century. The Power of the Ballot Box exhibit celebrates the

100th anniversary of women winning the right to vote.

#womenshistory #gomuseums #history #womeninhsitory #explorelibertystation #herstory #protest
#womensmarch #exhibit #equalrights #equality #womeninpolitics #girlpower #girlboss #shepersisted

Add a comment...

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.womensmuseumca.org/
https://www.womensmuseumca.org/marching-towards-empowerment
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/womenshistory/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/gomuseums/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/history/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/womeninhsitory/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/explorelibertystation/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/herstory/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/protest/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/womensmarch/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/exhibit/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/equalrights/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/equality/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/womeninpolitics/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/girlpower/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/girlboss/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/shepersisted/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/BsRROInhTj7/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.instagram.com/p/BsRROInhTj7/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.travelawaits.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


3/3/2020 8 Must-Visit Detroit Museums - TravelAwaits

https://www.travelawaits.com/2491189/must-visit-detroit-museums/?pv=related_list 19/33

womenofthehall
National Women's Hall of Fame

View Profile
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happy Monday from your friends at the Hall, what a gorgeous photo of our new home😍
•
•
•
#newhome #home #senecafalls #mill #mirror
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2. Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway,
Seneca Falls, New York
Hop on your bike at the National Women’s Hall of Fame and follow

the 19-mile Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway to Cayuga Lake, the route a

group of women’s rights activists pedaled to honor the 19th

amendment a few years back. If 19 miles is too long a ride, you can

take a quick loop around the 6.9-acre Women’s Rights National

Historical Park or just focus on the Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway’s 8.5-

mile Black Diamond Trail. The Black Diamond Trail can be combined

with the 5.5-mile Cayuga Waterfront Trail if you’d like to ride from

Ithaca, New York, to Taughannock Falls State Park.

Seneca Falls, New York, was the location of the �rst women’s rights

convention and was instrumental in the movement that led to

women’s suffrage in 1920. Today, you can visit the National Women’s

Hall of Fame, which honors bold women like Elizabeth Cady Stanton,

who fought for women’s equality; Wesleyan Chapel, the site of the

convention; and the Women’s Rights National Historical Park, which

connects to New York State’s Women’s Heritage Trail, a route that

links a string of other important sites around the state, including the

32-acre Harriet Tubman National Historical Park in Auburn, New York.
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3. Potomac Heritage Trail,
Washington, D.C.

usnatarchives
96k followers

View Profile

View More on Instagram

629 likes
usnatarchives

The Archivist of the United States blogs about the altered 2017 Women's March photo and lays out
next steps. Link in bio.
…
These photos show the unaltered 2017 Women's March alongside the 1913 March photo which were
posted outside the Rightfully Hers: Women and the Vote exhibit at the National Archives museum in
Washington, DC, as a temporary display while a new lenticular image incorporating both images is
printed. The new lenticular image will be installed by the end of the month. The altered image was
removed January 18, 2020. National Archives Photos by Susana Raab.
view all 27 comments
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The 10-mile Potomac Heritage Trail winds past many historic sites in

the nation’s capital, including numerous museums covering

women’s history. The nearly �at city route offers plenty of paved, car-

free space along the Potomac River, making it easy for anyone to

pedal a section of this trail.

The capital is the perfect place to learn about women’s contributions

to the country. The National Archives houses letters, photographs,

and �lms highlighting women’s achievements. You can learn even

more at the Library of Congress, National Archives and Records

Administration, National Endowment for the Humanities, National

Gallery of Art, National Park Service, Smithsonian Institution, and

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, all of which

commemorate and celebrate the vital role women have played in

American history.
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PHOTO CREDIT: HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BYWAY ON FACEBOOK

4. Harriet Tubman Underground
Railroad Byway, Maryland
Harriet Tubman led her passengers on the Underground Railroad

through Maryland and across the eastern shore of the Chesapeake

Bay, now connected in a historical trail known as the Harriet Tubman

Underground Railroad Byway. The byway connects a number of

railroad sites in Dorchester and Caroline Counties, and contains both

https://www.facebook.com/HarrietTubmanByway/
https://harriettubmanbyway.org/
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�at, quiet roads for leisurely pedaling as well as off-road areas for

more adventurous mountain bikers.

Maryland is where Harriet Tubman was born, and it’s also home to

the houses, farms, and churches where she stopped while bravely

bringing family members and friends to freedom -- remarkably

never losing a single passenger. Be sure to visit the Harriet Tubman

Museum in Cambridge, Maryland, where docents share emotional

stories about Tubman’s life and work.
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5. Trinity Trails, Fort Worth, Texas
Although Fort Worth is usually associated with rodeos and horses,

there are plenty of places to pedal around the city. To access the

historical treasures of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of

Fame, bike the Trinity Trails, 40 miles of easy paved trails that run

through central Fort Worth to other smaller trails throughout the

city. One popular trailhead runs through the verdant Fort Worth

Botanic Garden, just around the corner from the National Cowgirl

Museum.

The National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame is the only museum

in the country -- and in the world, for that matter -- that’s dedicated

to the women of the American West. But cowgirls and ranchers

aren’t the only ones highlighted here (although the museum does a

great job honoring those daring women). Artists, writers, and

musicians -- everyone from Laura Ingalls Wilder to Georgia O’Keefe

to Patsy Cline -- are celebrated for “exemplifying the spirit of the

West.”

cowgirlmuseum

We welcomed this #CowgirlMuseum boot custom painted by Teal Blake inside the foyer of the
Museum! Come view the boot during the FWSSR. ⠀
⠀
#FWSSR #rodeo #CowgirlMuseum #CowgirlHallofFame #TheCowgirlWay #CowgirlSpirit
view all comments

Add a comment...
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