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Anti-Jewish legislation and restrictions were enacted, which affected Anne’s 
entire family, beginning early in 1942 - the year Anne turned 12. Jews were 
required to wear the Star of David, fired from their jobs for being Jewish, 
forced to follow curfews, barred from riding public transportation, and 
forced to turn in bicycles - in addition to a number of other anti-Jewish laws. 
Deportation to transit camps, such as Westerbork, also began that summer. 
With Anne unaware, her father had been trying for 3 years to secure 
sponsorship to move his family to the US - with no result. Thus, moving into 
the Annex was inevitable, and came upon the family in July 1942 as Margot 
received a call up notice - orders from the German police to report to a 
specified location, with an understanding that she would never return. The 
Nazi regime had completely overtaken the Netherlands, with antisemitism 
continuing to rise and violence and death looming everywhere Anne - and all 
Jews -  moved throughout their life.

Anne
On March 17, 1944 Anne wrote, “Although I’m only fourteen, I know quite well 
what I want, I know who is right and who is wrong, I have my opinions, my own ideas 
and principles, and although it may sound pretty crazy from an adolescent, I feel more of a 
person than a child.” More than once in her diary Anne wrote about wanting to 
be taken seriously despite her young age.

Many things were changing in Amsterdam. This is why they went into hiding. 
In hiding, Anne continued to mature into a young woman, under dire 
circumstances outside the Annex walls. 

Anne speaks of her opinions, her principles. What do you think Anne, as a teenager, 
would have liked her parents to know about her?

How to Use This Discussion Guide
Anne Frank’s brief life and the legacy of her words endure over 75 years after her death. We are 
drawn to her − what she thought, how she lived, and the wistful wonderment of what more this gifted 
writer could have shared had she not perished. Her face remains to this day one of  the most recognized 
in the world. 

This guide is intended to spark meaningful conversation in the classroom and/or 
at home. We hope it will be used as a springboard to discuss understandings and 
ideals that are normally associated with Anne Frank: identity and angst; bravery in 
the face of evil; fear of the known - and the unknown; personal responsibility and 
standing up for what’s right; and family, both immediate and more broadly 
defined. Providing additional historical context around the events shared in Anne’s 
diary will allow the text to come alive even more for the reader, and provide 
insight into the actions, decisions and conversations that Anne noted in her diary. 

Anne and her family enjoyed a rich family life prior to going into hiding because of 
the anti-Jewish laws that were taking hold in the Netherlands. They had enjoyed a 
comfortable home, entertained, visited with family and friends, and attended 
school with other Dutch children. This all changed once the Nazis invaded the 
Netherlands in May,1940. Their world, as documented in the diary, was never the 
same again.

The Importance of Context
As you reflect upon The Diary of Anne Frank, it is very important to remember the 
historical context that surrounded the events of Anne’s life. Anne was born in 
Germany in June, 1929, prior to rise of Hitler to power and the Nazi regime’s 
overtaking of Germany. While she was very small, her father, Otto, was very aware 
of the growing antisemitism - the hatred of the Jews, as a people or culture - in 
Europe, primarily Germany. Because of this, he planned carefully to move his 
family out of Germany as a precaution to measures that could possibly be taken 
against Jews. Thus, Anne moved to the Netherlands when she was four years old, 
with her formative years spent in a relatively peaceful environment provided by her 
parents until she reached the age of 11...the year Germany invaded the 
Netherlands.



The Diary

I hope I shall be able to confide in you completely, as I have never been able to do in anyone 
before, and I hope that you will be a great support and comfort to me.    12 June, 1942

The diary was a gift from Anne’s parents to her on her 13th birthday, which 
was June 12, 1942.  Two days later, this was her entry: Soon after seven I went to 
Mummy and Daddy and then to the sitting room to undo my presents. The first to greet me 
was YOU, possibly the nicest of all…           14 June, 1942 

Who hid in the Secret Annex

Otto Frank – Anne and Margot’s father, Edith’s husband, and founder and 
director of the Opekta Co. The annex was located in the Opekta building. 
Had a close relationship with Anne

Edith Frank – Anne and Margot’s mother, Otto’s wife, somewhat estranged 
from Anne 

Margot Frank – Sister of Anne, 16,  daughter of Otto and Edith, received a 
call up letter for labor camp, putting their move to the Annex in immediate 
motion  

Anne Frank – Sister of Margot, 13, daughter of Otto and Edith, writer of the 
diary in Amsterdam

Hermann van Pels (van Daan) - (pseudonym given by Anne) Daan 
means “charity” in the diary – Peter’s father and Auguste’s husband, Otto 
Frank’s business partner, sharing the secret Annex with the Franks

Auguste van Pels (van Daan in the diary) – Peter’s mother and Hermann’s 
wife, at odds with Anne regularly

Peter van Pels (Petronella van Daan in the diary) – Son of Auguste and 
Hermann, 1 ½ years older than Anne, develops a caring relationship with 
Anne

Fritz Pfeffer - (Albert Dussel in the diary) – Miep Gies’ dentist, the eighth 
person to  move into the Secret Annex, strained relationship with Anne, 
shares room with Anne 

The Helpers - all business associates of Otto Frank at 
Opekta - bringing food, provisions, news

Miep Gies – Assistant to Otto Frank, wife of Jans Gies

Bep Voskuijl (Elli Vossen in the diary) – Secretary to Otto Frank 

Jo Kleiman (Mr. Koophuis in the diary)– Associate to Otto Frank, assists in 
running the business 

Victor Kugler (Mr. Kraler in the diary) - Associate to Otto Frank, takes 
over running the business when Otto goes into hiding  

Questions to Consider

Identity 

Anne Frank was born in Frankfurt, Germany. When she was four and her sister 
Margot was six, the Frank family moved to the Netherlands (Holland) in order 
to flee the persecution of Jews in Nazi Germany. Living in a new country 
meant learning a new culture and a new language, as well as allowing Anne’s 
father time and work opportunity to secure safety for his family.  

Moving to a new country can be very challenging. What are some challenges you 
think Anne and her family faced as they moved to the Netherlands? What do you 
think their hopes were for a different life away from the Nazi regime in Germany?

Discrimination

A few years after Anne and her family moved to Amsterdam, Jews were no  
longer allowed to do many things other people could do.



Jews were forbidden  to go to see movies; Jews were forced to attend Jewish-only 
schools; Jews could not be outside after dark; Jews could not shop at the same 
stores  as others. Anne speaks of this in her diary:

I do wish that I didn’t have to go to school as my bicycle was stolen...we are allowed on the ferry 
and that is about all. It is not the Dutch people’s fault that we are having such a miserable time. 

24 June, 1942

Fear

The invasion of German forces in the Netherlands in May of 1940  changed 
Anne’s life forever. Anne’s father had been making plans for the family to go into 
hiding, and now the time had come. Although Mr. Frank had tried for years to flee 
Europe with his family -  and the rampant antisemitism (hatred of Jews as a group 
or concept) that was fueling the Nazi regime’s plans to rid the world of Jews - 
paperwork and political red tape prevented this from happening. In July 1942, the 
Franks, along with the Van Pels family, moved into the Secret Annex - a space 
attached to the working quarters of Mr. Frank. For over two years, Anne and her 
family lived in the hiding space with seven other people.  Anne shared a room with 
Mr. Pfeffer, a dentist with whom she had very little in common. Sharing space was 
not easy. There was one bathroom for all eight  people in hiding, and it could only 
be used at certain times of the day to avoid being heard by workers in the building. 
They could only speak at certain times of day. Lights could only be lit at certain 
times. Trash had to be disposed of carefully, all to ensure that no one below the 
Annex knew there were Jews living there. They could never leave the Annex, for 
fear of being found out. Should they be found hiding, they would be taken into 
custody by the German police and sent to concentration camps throughout 
Eastern Europe, separated from their families, facing persecution and abuse that 
came from the rampant antisemitism - hatred of the Jews as a group or culture - 
that Nazis professed everywhere they went. This is the core of the Holocaust - the 
Nazis desire to completely remove every Jew from the world, by any means 
necessary.

These were very scary times - over two years of living in hiding, in continual fear of being found 
out. What might have been on their minds when they thought about the world outside of the 
Annex? What do you think they missed by never being able to leave? What might have been a 
part of their conversations together?

Choices

One of the people who helped those in the Secret Annex was one of Mr. Frank’s 
employees, Miep Gies. Helping Jews hide was dangerous. Nazi police were 
everywhere. People who hid Jews could be arrested, lose their jobs, lose their 
homes, and/or be jailed. Some may even be killed should Nazi police become 
abusive enough to do so. Many people call Miep a hero for risking her life to hide 
the Franks and the others.  However, Miep did not consider herself a hero. She 
said, “I did what any  decent person would have done … I myself am just an 
ordinary woman. I simply had no choice.” 

What did Miep mean? Do you agree with her? Why or why not?

Responsibility

On March 26, 1944, Anne wrote, “How wonderful it is that nobody need  wait a 
single day before starting to improve the world.” (From “Give!” in Tales from the 
Secret Annex). 

What can you do to make the world a better place? 

Isolation

After six months in hiding, Anne wrote “Whenever someone comes in from outside, with 
the wind in their clothes and the cold on their cheeks, I feel like burying my head under the 
blankets to keep from thinking, ‘When will  we be allowed to breathe fresh air again?’ I can’t do 
that—on the contrary, I have to hold my head up high and put a bold face on things.” (entry, 
December  24, 1943) The eight people hiding in the Annex remained there for 
another year and a half, unable to see the world outside except for the chestnut tree 
and patches of sky that could be seen from a window in the attic. All they knew 
about the outside world was what they heard on the radio and what the helpers 
told them.  

What goes through your mind as you read this passage?



Legacy 

On November 7, 1942 Anne wrote, “Who besides me will ever read these letters [in my 
diary]? ” (Critical Edition) Nearly two years later,  Anne wrote, “[M]y greatest wish 
is to become a journalist, and later on, a famous writer. We’ll have to wait and see 
if these grand illusions (or delusions!) will ever come true, but up to now I’ve had 
no lack of topics. In any case, after the  war I’d like to publish a book called The 
Secret Annex.” (entry, 11 May, 1944). 

If you could discuss the diary with Anne, what would you tell her made the biggest impression on 
you?

Timeline of Events
June 12, 1929: Anneliese Marie (Anne) Frank is born in Frankfurt, Germany.  

Summer 1933: Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany and the first anti-Jewish 
laws  are enacted. The Franks decide to move to the Netherlands with the hope of 
being safer there.  

May 10, 1940: Germany invades the Netherlands.  

June 12, 1942: Anne receives a red and white checked diary for her 13th birthday.  

July 5, 1942: Margot receives a call-up notice to report for deportation to a work  
camp. Her family goes into hiding the next day.  

July 13, 1942: The van Pels join the Franks in hiding.  

November 16, 1942: Fritz Pfeffer joins the Franks and van Pels in the Secret 
Annex.  

August 4, 1944: The eight people in hiding are found out by the Germans. They 
are arrested and are eventually sent to Westerbork, a transit camp in the 
Netherlands. Miep picks up Anne’s diary and other writings and puts them in her 
desk with the hope that she will give them to Anne after the war.  

September 3, 1944: All eight Annex residents are sent on the last transport train 
from Holland to Auschwitz, a concentration and extermination camp in Poland.  

October, 1944: Anne, Margot, and Mrs. van Pels are transported to Bergen-Belsen  
concentration camp in Germany.co

January 6, 1945: Edith Frank dies in Auschwitz.  

January 27, 1945: Otto Frank is liberated from Auschwitz. He is taken to Odessa 
and then to France before making his way back to Amsterdam.  

February/March, 1945: Margot dies in Bergen-Belsen; Anne dies a few days later, 
just weeks before the camp is liberated.ju

June 3, 1945: Otto arrives in Amsterdam and moves in with Miep and Jan Gies. He  
knows that Edith, the van Pels, and Mr. Pfeffer died but he holds out hope that his  
daughters are alive.  

October 24, 1945: Otto receives word that Anne and Margot died at Bergen-
Belsen. Miep gives him Anne’s diary and short stories. 

June 25, 1947: The first edition of Anne Frank’s diary is published in Amsterdam.  
It will go on to become one of the best-selling books of all time, translated into 70  
languages in over 60 countries throughout the world. 



We invite you to visit the  
Viola and Garry Kappy  

Anne Frank Tree Exhibit and Garden

About the Holocaust Memorial Center

The Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus is a 55,000 square  
foot museum and library archive in Farmington Hills, Michigan. Our mission is 
to engage, educate and empower by remembering the Holocaust. Our vision is 
to build a world in which people take responsible action. We teach more than 
65,000 people each year about the senseless murder of millions, and why each  
of us must respect and stand up for the rights of others if we are to prevent 
future discrimination, hate crimes and genocide.  

The HMC is home to one of 11 saplings in the United States, harvested from  
the white horse chestnut tree that grew outside Anne Frank’s hiding place. 
During a speech delivered in 1968, Otto Frank reflected on the importance of 
the tree to his daughter. “How could I have known how much it meant to 
Anne to  see a patch of blue sky, to observe the flying seagulls, or how 
important the chestnut tree was for her, when she never showed any interest in 
nature before. But once she felt like a caged bird, how she longed for it. Even 
just the thought of open air gave her comfort.” 
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