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Washington — Former Michi-
gan Gov. Jennifer Granholm ar-
gued before a U.S. Senate panel
Wednesday that she would pro-
tect jobs while working aggres-
sively to transition the country to
sustainable energy if confirmed
as secretary of energy.

Granholm, 61, touted her track
record of diversifying Michigan’s
economy to grow clean energy
and her aid to the auto industry

when it was “on its knees” during
the Great Recession. 

The former governor pitched a
future in which the United States
leads in producing electric car
batteries, wind energy, carbon
capture technology and more
while saving or growing jobs.

“The products that reduce car-
bon emissions are going to create
a $23 trillion global market by
2030. That is a massive opportu-
nity,” Granholm told the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources.

“We can put our workers in
good-paying jobs manufacturing
and installing those solutions in
America.”

At the conclusion of the nearly
three-hour hearing, incoming

Chairman Joe Manchin, D-West
Virginia, suggested Granholm
would be confirmed “very strong-
ly.”

“You came and showed us the
diverse knowledge you have
about the energy portfolio our
country needs to maintain, our
energy independence and a prac-
tical, pragmatic way of moving
forward,” said Manchin, who
knows Granholm from when
they were both governors.

Granholm, who was accompa-
nied by husband Dan Mulhern,
faced little objection to her re-
cord or background during the
hearing. But Republican senators
expressed doubt about Biden’s
plan to reach to net zero carbon
emissions by 2050 and pressed

her to promise that oil, gas and
coal would not be stripped from
the national energy portfolio.

Several GOP lawmakers
slammed Biden’s moratorium on
oil, gas, coal leasing and permit-
ting on federal lands and waters.

“I’m curious. How is a long-
term ban consistent with the
president’s goal of unifying our
country, putting Americans back
to work and helping our econo-
mies grow? How is that consis-
tent?” asked Wyoming Sen. John
Barrasso, the panel’s incoming
ranking Republican.

“The president’s plan is Build-
ing Back Better, which would cre-
ate more jobs in clean energy 

Granholm promises job protection, clean energy

Jennifer Granholm touted her track record of diversifying Michigan’s
economy to grow clean energy and her aid to the auto industry. 
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Former Macomb County Prose-
cutor Eric Smith pleaded guilty
Wednesday to one count of obstruct-
ing justice in a probe of alleged mis-
use of $70,000 in campaign funds
for his own personal use.

Smith, 54, resigned last spring
amid state charges that he misused
$600,000 in county funds taken
from lawbreakers in drug and
drunken driving cases. His plea
Wednesday was to a federal charge, a
felony punishable by up to 20 years
in prison.

Prosecutors have said they want-
ed Smith to serve a prison sentence
and advisory guidelines call for be-
tween 15 and 21 months incarcera-
tion. Under his plea agreement,
Smith will be disbarred and must
pay nearly $70,000.

The obstruction charge alleged
Smith tried to push a friend and two
former assistant county prosecutors
to lie to a federal grand jury and FBI
investigators who concluded he was
behind two fraud schemes involving
$75,000 from his political campaign
fund. Smith allegedly used the mon-
ey for personal expenses from 2012
to last year.

Please see Smith, Page 5A
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Dearborn — Dearborn, joining cities
across the country in efforts to remove
racist symbols from public spaces, is mov-
ing toward banishing the name of its seg-
regationist former mayor.

The City Council unanimously voted
Tuesday night to remove the name of Or-
ville Hubbard, Dearborn’s longest-serving
mayor, from the city’s performing arts
ballroom.

The action drew some critics to decry a
“cancel culture” move.

In addition to the Hubbard Ballroom at
the Ford Community & Performing Arts
Center on Michigan Avenue, the former
mayor’s name is displayed around the city,
including on signs for Hubbard Drive
near Fairlane Town Center.

After more than an hour of public dis-
cussion, the council voted to rename the

ballroom in honor of President Abraham
Lincoln for overseeing the end of the Civil
War. The 15,000-square-foot ballroom is a
popular space for weddings and events for
up to 800 people.

The initiative was begun by council
members Erin Byrnes and Robert Abra-
ham.

The council adopted a renaming policy
a year ago and Byrnes proposed renaming
options in the summer. She said Lincoln
gained the most support because, in 2011,
Dearborn was selected as one of a handful
of cities to showcase the Emancipation
Proclamation issued by the 16th presi-
dent.

“Since the ballroom was originally
named in 2007, the space has undergone
extensive renovations and upgrades. Cur-
rently, of course, the ballroom is closed
due to COVID-19, but the renaming will be
an accurate reflection of the ambiance of
the space as it exists,” Byrnes said.

Byrnes said the renaming will be im-
portant in the relaunch and rebranding of
the event space.

“I see this as a process that’s about
evolving, not erasing. It really is about ad-
vancing unity and inclusivity in our city,
and I hope that this is a positive message,”
she said.

Councilman David Bazzy said it’s not
the same civic center that he grew up roll-
er-skating in. He is looking at the space in
a different light.

“Over the years, we’ve spent a signifi-
cant amount of taxpayers’ dollars to reno-
vate the ballroom ... and be a welcoming
facility, and with that, we started looking
for the appropriate names that emulate
what the ballroom now stood for,” Bazzy
said. “We can’t change the past.”

Resident Leslie Windless said her fam-
ily “would never have an event in a space
named Hubbard.”

Council member Leslie Herrick said,
“Especially now, one of the enhancements
is a full-service kitchen, (the ballroom) is
much more elegant than it was between
when it was a roller rink and what it is to-
day. I was torn with the name, but the
name evokes the ideals that President Lin-

coln represented: Peace, freedom, unity,
democratic and inclusive process.”

In June, Hubbard’s statue was
removed from the grounds of the Dear-
born Historical Museum in the city’s
downtown as a divisive symbol and was
given to his family. A day before, a Black
Lives Matter shirt was placed on the
statue.

Dearborn council votes to remove
former mayor’s name from ballroom
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Critics decry ‘cancel culture’
removal of racist Hubbard
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In June, a statue of former Dearborn Mayor
Orville Hubbard was removed from the
Dearborn Historical Museum grounds.
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REMEMBERING THE HOLOCAUST 

Docent Irv Beron practices a lecture in a replica of a boxcar at the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills.
Photos by David Guralnick / The Detroit News

A World War II-era train boxcar used to transport prisoners in Nazi
Germany is on display at the Holocaust center.

Traci Angle of Marietta, Ohio, left, and Kobi Noe of
Brighton view a display of prisoner uniforms.

University of Michigan stu-
dents living on or near the Ann
Arbor campus were asked
Wednesday to stay at their homes
and not gather in groups through
Feb. 7 to stop the spread of a new
strain of the coronavirus circulat-
ing in Washtenaw and Wayne
counties.

The Washtenaw County
Health Department made the
recommendation, and it has the
“full support of the university,”
health department and UM offi-
cials said in a joint press release
Wednesday.

The stay-in-place recommen-
dation is to curtail the spread of
B.1.1.7. variant, the more conta-
gious strain of COVID-19, that
was first identified in Washtenaw
County and is now tied to 14
students at UM. There are 20
cases of the strain in Michigan,
including six in Wayne County,
according to Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices spokeswoman Lynn Sutfin.

Five confirmed variant cases
associated with sports teams at
the university were announced
on Saturday. UM athletic depart-
ment officials over the weekend
paused sports for up to 14 days.

The recommendation for UM
students is effective immediately
through 11:59 p.m. Feb. 7, officials
said. However, if variant cases
continue to increase, more strin-
gent restrictions may be neces-
sary, officials said.

“This is a critical time for pre-
venting spread of COVID-19, in-
cluding the rapidly emerging
B.1.1.7 variant,” UM President
Mark Schlissel, Provost Susan
Collins and Vice President for
Student Life Martino Harmon
said in a statement. “There is
much less margin for error with
the more contagious B.1.1.7 CO-
VID-19 variant, so strict adher-
ence to preventive measures
takes on even greater impor-
tance.”

There are currently about
1,200 undergraduates and 1,600
graduate students living on UM’s
campus, spokesman Rick Fitzger-
ald said. But the university does
not have a good estimate of the
number of students living in the
Ann Arbor area in off-campus
housing.

Students can follow the rec-
ommendation and leave their
homes to participate in some ac-
tivities, such as in-person classes
and work or research that cannot
be completed remotely. They may
also leave to get food, seek medi-
cal care, go to work if their job
can’t be performed remotely and
for religious purposes.

Students are asked to limit
groups involved in outdoor activ-
ities to two people. 

UM tells
students to
stay home
due to virus
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