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Hartland student pens award-winning 
essay on resistance against Nazis 
 
By Jennifer Timar 

Hartland High School freshman 
Ashlynn Mulka was sorting through 
books at the Cromaine District 
Library in Hartland Township, 
pulling some out for a library book 
sale, when she found a book that 
inspired her to write about peaceful 
resistance against Nazism during 
WWII.  

Mulka, 14, paused to read a few 
pages of "We Will Not Be Silent: 
The White Rose Student 
Resistance Movement That Defied 
Adolf Hitler." She said she was 
immediately hooked. 

The 2016 book by Russell 
Freedman chronicles the lives of 
Austrian-born Sophie and Hans 
Scholl, a sister and brother who 
were members of the White Rose, 
a non-violent student resistance  



movement against the Nazi Party when they were students at the University of 
Munich in Germany. They were both executed for treason after being arrested by 
the Gestapo in 1943.  

The book inspired Mulka, who was an eighth grade student at Ore Creek Middle 
School at the time, to pen an essay about non-violent resistance. She said her 
English teacher, Angela Schneider, told her about an art and writing contest hosted 
by the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills.  

Mulka was one of 20 students in Michigan to win the museum's Fourth Annual 
Kappy Family Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel Night Art & Writing Competition. Her 
essay is featured on the museum's website and she won a $200 prize, which she 
said she will put into her savings account.  

Her essay and other award-winning pieces of writing and artwork by Michigan 
students are posted on the museum's website, holocaustcenter.org/competition. 

"If something bad is happening, you choose to be indifferent. Maybe people are 
afraid of being judged. ... I think we should always look for what's true and change 
things when they aren't right, but not in an aggressive way. I think we should try to 
incorporate what other people believe and give their opinions value, and if they are 
wrong try to show them what’s right," Mulka said.  

In her essay, she wrote: 

"Not only did the German students of the resistance choose to stand up for what 
they believed, they did so without violence. There were many other instances of 
resistance during the Holocaust, but the White Rose Resistance was a nonviolent, 
student-led, intellectual resistance that wrote and sent leaflets and small articles to 
try and expose the Nazis for who they really were." 

Mulka said she learned about the Nazi Party's misinformation campaign. She also 
learned that Hans Scholl was involved in Hitler Youth and Sophie Scholl was in the 
pro-Nazi League of German Girls when they were young but later rejected Hitler's 
ideals.  



"They were Hilter Youth and told wrong things, and then they stood up when they 
learned about it and spread truth to get rid of wrong ideas," Mulka said.  

Aliza Tick, an educational associate at the museum who coordinates the contest, 
said the contest is not easy to win. Of more than 220 submissions of essays, 
stories, poems and artwork from students in grades seven through 12, only 20 
writers and artists won awards this year.  

"She won for her craftsmanship and 
style, and the main thing was 
understanding the theme, the power of 
choice. ... She wrote about someone 
who did the right thing. It really stuck 
with the theme and it is good writing," 
Tick said.  

She also said Mulka won because she 
also wrote about how she wants to 
embody the lessons she learned in 
herself.  

"We want students to not only learn 
about the Holocaust but act on it," she 
said.  

A survey conducted by the Conference 
on Jewish Material Claims Against 
Germany found that 15% of 

millennials and Gen Zers find Nazi ideals acceptable. Nearly two-thirds of younger 
people surveyed did not know that 6 million Jews were killed in the 
Holocaust. Nearly half could not name a Nazi concentration camp. 

Tick said while genocide education is mandated in Michigan schools, some 
teachers need help and education to effectively teach their students about the 
massive genocide, which is estimated to have killed 11 million people in Europe, 

 



including an estimated 5 million non-Jewish people who were persecuted based on 
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation and political affiliation.  

In 2016, former Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation mandating six 
hours of instruction on genocide between 8th and 12th grades.  

Mulka said she thinks it is hard for young people to fathom the number of people 
who died in the Holocaust.  

"If it were me, you could have a year about the Holocaust, because it's so 
important and there is still racism. I think it would change so many things in our 
normal lives," she said.  

 


