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“To the Little Polish Boy Standing with His Arms Up” 

I would like to be an artist
So I could make a Painting of you
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your Little hat on your head
The Star of David on your coat
Standing in the ghetto with your arms up as 
many Nazi machine guns pointing at you

I would make a monument of you and the world 
who said nothing
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I would like to be a composer so I could write a 
concerto of you
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your Little hat on your head
The Star of David on your coat Standing in the 
ghetto with your arms up as many Nazi machine 
guns pointing at you

I would write a concerto of you and the world 
who said nothing

I.

A Polish Jewish boy and other ghetto inhabitants captured during the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
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“To the Little Polish Boy Standing with His Arms Up” 

III.

Standing in the ghetto
with your arms up
as many Nazi machine guns pointing at you

And the monument will tremble so the blind world
Now will know

What fear is in the darkness

The world
Who said nothing

I am not a composer
but I will write a composition
for five trillion trumpets
so it will blast the ear drums
of this world

The world’s
Who heard nothing

I
am
Sorry
that
It was you
and
Not me
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– Peter Fischl

II.

I am not an artist
But my mind had painted
a painting of you

Ten Million Miles High is the Painting
so the whole universe can see you Now
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your Little hat
on your head
The Star of David
on your coat
Standing in the ghetto with your arms up as 
many Nazi machine guns pointing at you

And the World who said nothing

I’ll make this painting so bright
that it will blind the eyes
of the world who saw nothing

Ten billion miles high will be the monument
so the whole universe can remember of you
Little Polish Boy

Standing with your Little hat
on your head
The Star of David
on your coat
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Primary Source Information

Title of the Source “To the Little Polish Boy Standing with His Arms Up”

Date 1970

Creator (author, 
photographer, artist, etc.) Peter Fischl

Background information   
on the creator

Peter Fischl was a young boy when Hungarian Jews were 
being rounded up and killed during World War
II. Unlike his father, and millions of others, Fischl survived. 
In the 1960s, now living in the United States, he saw a 
powerful picture in Life Magazine, taken of a young boy in 
the Warsaw Ghetto in 1943.

The boy epitomized fear, as a German soldier stood 
behind him, rifle at-the-ready. The photograph haunted 
Fischl for years, reminding him of what his fate could have 
been, when he was about the same age as the boy in 
Poland.

One night, in 1970, Fischl stayed up all night and wrote a 
poem, which he called: “To the Little Polish Boy Standing 
with His Arms Up.”  Then, in 1994, inspired by the movie 
Schindler’s List, Fischl retrieved the old poem from his 
desk drawer, where it had been collecting dust for 24 
years. The retired printer had generated millions of pages 
of words during his career, but this was the first and only 
time he was moved to create and distribute his own work. 
He used the poem as a personal form of therapy, as well 
as a vehicle to educate children and adults around the 
world about the horrors of the Holocaust.

“Peter Fischl: One Man. One Poem. One Mission.
About Peter Fischl (1930 – 2018).”
http://www.peterfischl.com/
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http://www.peterfischl.com/
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Primary Source Information (Continued)

Source
Holocaust Survivors and Remembrance Project: 
“Forget You Not.” “Picture (with Poem) of a Small Boy 
Captured During the April-May 1943 Warsaw Revolt.” 
https://isurvived.org/SmallBoyCaptured.html 
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Source Description This is a poem inspired by a photograph (displayed 
above) of a small Polish Jewish boy and other ghetto 
inhabitants captured during the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising.

https://isurvived.org/SmallBoyCaptured.html
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Lesson Planning Information

Recommended Grade Levels

Holocaust Topics

Themes

Connections to Standards 
and the C3

Social Studies Framework
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• 6-8
• 9-12

• The Ghettos
• Children of the Holocaust
• Resistance

• Rememberance
• Indifference

• MI WHG 7.2.3 - World War II
• C3 Framework Dimension 2:  

Applying Disciplinary Tools & Concepts
• C3 Framework Dimension 3:  

Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence
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Contextualizing the Primary Source

Information/knowledge 
needed for students              
to understand this                     

primary source (Context)
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Warsaw Ghetto

On October 12, 1940, just over one year after 
the September 1939 invasion of Poland, the 
Nazis established the Warsaw Ghetto. Nazi forces 
confined more than 400,000 Jews in Warsaw (the 
Polish capital) to an area of the city that was only 
slightly larger than 1 square mile.

In November 1940, the Warsaw Ghetto was sealed 
off by brick walls, barbed wire, and watched 
closely by armed guards. The Nazis controlled the 
amount of food that was brought into the Ghetto, 
allowing disease and starvation to kill thousands 
each month.

From April 19 to May 16, 1943, Jewish resistance 
organizations (with some assistance provided 
by non-Jewish Polish resistance organizations) 
orchestrated an armed rebellion against the 
Nazi forces’ attempt to send the remaining 
Ghetto inhabitants to their deaths at Majdanek 
and Treblinka death camps. Though ultimately 
defeated, it was the single, largest Jewish armed 
resistance effort during World War II. 

Similar ghettos were established in cities 
throughout Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe during 
World War II. The Warsaw Ghetto was the largest in 
Poland.
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Recommended Contextualizing Resources

Echoes and Reflections

United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum (USHMM)
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• The Ghettos: 
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-04-the-
ghettos/ 

• “The Final Solution”: 
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-5/ 

• The Children and Legacies beyond the Holocaust: 
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-10/

• Warsaw: 
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/
article/warsaw 

• Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/
article/warsaw-ghetto-uprising

• The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising: 
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-
human-behavior/chapter-9/warsaw-ghetto-
uprising

Facing History and Ourselves

• Historical Background: The Jews of Hungary 
during the Holocaust: 
https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/
jews-of-hungary-during-the-holocaust.html

Yad Vashem

https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-04-the-ghettos/
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-04-the-ghettos/
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-5/
https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-10/
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/warsaw
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/warsaw
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-9/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-9/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://www.facinghistory.org/holocaust-and-human-behavior/chapter-9/warsaw-ghetto-uprising
https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/jews-of-hungary-during-the-holocaust.html
https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/jews-of-hungary-during-the-holocaust.html


Teacher Companion GuideHolocaust Education Companion Guide

Additional Lesson Plan Information

Questions to provide        
more context
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• In your opinion, what is the message of this 
poem? 

• Who do you think is Fischl’s primary 
audience? 

• What historical event does Fischl reference? 

• What emotions does Fischl express? How 
does the poem make you feel? 

• Why do you think that Fischl chose to write 
about another’s Holocaust experience 
instead of his own? 

• Why do you think that Fischl has such a 
strong attachment to the “little Polish boy”? 

• Why do you think that Fischl waited until 
decades had passed to write about the 
Holocaust? 

• What do you think is added to the poem 
by the repetition of “the world who said 
nothing”?
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