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A view of the Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus, which hasA view of the Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus, which has
received a $15 million donation from the Zekelman family and Zekelman Industries.received a $15 million donation from the Zekelman family and Zekelman Industries.
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He saw it as a death sentence.He saw it as a death sentence.
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But being drafted into the Polish army ultimately saved Harry Zekelman andBut being drafted into the Polish army ultimately saved Harry Zekelman and

because he endured, so has the because he endured, so has the Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman FamilyHolocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family

CampusCampus, which received a $15 million donation from Harry’s family and the, which received a $15 million donation from Harry’s family and the

business he started after World War II.business he started after World War II.

“We are truly humbled by and grateful for the continued generosity of the“We are truly humbled by and grateful for the continued generosity of the

Zekelman family and Zekelman Industries. This $15 million donation is significantZekelman family and Zekelman Industries. This $15 million donation is significant
on its own. It is even more extraordinary as it increases their overall support of theon its own. It is even more extraordinary as it increases their overall support of the

Holocaust Memorial Center to $25 million,” Rabbi Eli Mayerfeld, CEO for theHolocaust Memorial Center to $25 million,” Rabbi Eli Mayerfeld, CEO for the

Holocaust Memorial Center said in a news release. “This major donation willHolocaust Memorial Center said in a news release. “This major donation will

enable us to expand the important work we do to teach the lessons of theenable us to expand the important work we do to teach the lessons of the

Holocaust and confront antisemitism and hatred.”Holocaust and confront antisemitism and hatred.”

It is hatred that destroyed Zekelman’s family, who lived in a small village in Poland.It is hatred that destroyed Zekelman’s family, who lived in a small village in Poland.

http://holocaustcenter.org/


Harry ZekelmanHarry Zekelman

During the war, Zekelman was called to serve in the Polish military, which becameDuring the war, Zekelman was called to serve in the Polish military, which became
part of the Russian army, but after going absent without leave (AWOL) he waspart of the Russian army, but after going absent without leave (AWOL) he was

sent to a Displaced Person’s Camp in Italy. Had he been home, he too might havesent to a Displaced Person’s Camp in Italy. Had he been home, he too might have

been murdered by the Einsatzgruppen’s mobile killing squads, who killed hisbeen murdered by the Einsatzgruppen’s mobile killing squads, who killed his

parents and siblings. Many of his aunts, uncles and cousins were also killed duringparents and siblings. Many of his aunts, uncles and cousins were also killed during

the Holocaust.the Holocaust.



After the war, Zekelman emigrated to Canada, securing a place to stay and workAfter the war, Zekelman emigrated to Canada, securing a place to stay and work

through a cousin who lived in Windsor, Ontario. Once familiar with thethrough a cousin who lived in Windsor, Ontario. Once familiar with the

manufacturing industry, Zekelman purchased his own equipment and started Atlasmanufacturing industry, Zekelman purchased his own equipment and started Atlas

Tube. Tube. Zekelman IndustriesZekelman Industries, as the company is now known is operated by the, as the company is now known is operated by the

family including Zekelman’s sons, Alan, Barry and Clayton Zekelman.family including Zekelman’s sons, Alan, Barry and Clayton Zekelman.

Their support of the Holocaust Memorial Center, which has served to also honorTheir support of the Holocaust Memorial Center, which has served to also honor
their father, began when the center was struggling to reach its fundraising goals. Ittheir father, began when the center was struggling to reach its fundraising goals. It

was then that the family stepped up to help by offering the center a $10 millionwas then that the family stepped up to help by offering the center a $10 million

donation.donation.

“The existence of the Holocaust Memorial Center is only possible because of that“The existence of the Holocaust Memorial Center is only possible because of that

gift more than 20 years ago,” Mayerfeld said.gift more than 20 years ago,” Mayerfeld said.

Zekelman’s son, Barry, who serves as chairman and CEO of Zekelman IndustriesZekelman’s son, Barry, who serves as chairman and CEO of Zekelman Industries

said the family has always been impressed by the positive and lasting impact thatsaid the family has always been impressed by the positive and lasting impact that

the Holocaust Memorial Center has had on millions of lives throughout Michiganthe Holocaust Memorial Center has had on millions of lives throughout Michigan

and its surrounding states but also in Canada and even overseas (thanks to itsand its surrounding states but also in Canada and even overseas (thanks to its

online programming).online programming).

“It’s truly inspiring,” he said. “With antisemitism and hate crimes on the rise, we“It’s truly inspiring,” he said. “With antisemitism and hate crimes on the rise, we
feel a sense of urgency to help organizations, like the Holocaust Memorial Center,feel a sense of urgency to help organizations, like the Holocaust Memorial Center,

that are passionately working to combat it.”that are passionately working to combat it.”

“As a leader in our industry, we lead from the front and encourage philanthropic“As a leader in our industry, we lead from the front and encourage philanthropic

activities by our employees, business peers and industry at large,” he added. “Inactivities by our employees, business peers and industry at large,” he added. “In

the communities where we have facilities, our employees engage deeply with theirthe communities where we have facilities, our employees engage deeply with their

individual volunteer efforts, as well as raise and donate significant funds to aindividual volunteer efforts, as well as raise and donate significant funds to a

variety of causes.”variety of causes.”

What makes the gift even better is that it comes with no strings attached.What makes the gift even better is that it comes with no strings attached.

The family’s only wish is that the money be used where it’s needed most andThe family’s only wish is that the money be used where it’s needed most and

since it is such a significant donation the Holocaust Memorial Center’s board ofsince it is such a significant donation the Holocaust Memorial Center’s board of
directors decided to use it to launch a $100 million comprehensive campaigndirectors decided to use it to launch a $100 million comprehensive campaign

aimed at establishing a permanent fund that will sustain the center forever.aimed at establishing a permanent fund that will sustain the center forever.

”It really should be endowed,” Mayerfeld said, noting that such a fund would”It really should be endowed,” Mayerfeld said, noting that such a fund would

enable the institution to maintain its facilities at the highest standard, boostenable the institution to maintain its facilities at the highest standard, boost

operational funding, and expand special event, traveling exhibit and educationaloperational funding, and expand special event, traveling exhibit and educational

offerings. “We are so thrilled. The family has really been leaders for us.”offerings. “We are so thrilled. The family has really been leaders for us.”

https://www.zekelman.com/


FYIFYI

Pages from the diary of Rywka Lipszyc, on exhibit at the Holocaust Memorial CenterPages from the diary of Rywka Lipszyc, on exhibit at the Holocaust Memorial Center
through Dec. 30. Photo courtesy of HMCthrough Dec. 30. Photo courtesy of HMC

The Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus is a 55,000-square-The Holocaust Memorial Center Zekelman Family Campus is a 55,000-square-
foot museum and library archives in Farmington Hills that serves as the nexus offoot museum and library archives in Farmington Hills that serves as the nexus of

Holocaust education for the state of Michigan.Holocaust education for the state of Michigan.

Its programs provide information and training for teachers so that they mayIts programs provide information and training for teachers so that they may

empower their students to take action and be up-standers not bystanders whenempower their students to take action and be up-standers not bystanders when

they see hatred and prejudice going on around them.they see hatred and prejudice going on around them.

Each year more than 100,000 Michiganders and others visit the museum, whichEach year more than 100,000 Michiganders and others visit the museum, which

houses a number of historical artifacts including like a WWII-era boxcar, videohouses a number of historical artifacts including like a WWII-era boxcar, video

testimonies, films, paintings and a sapling from the tree that grew outside of Annetestimonies, films, paintings and a sapling from the tree that grew outside of Anne

Frank’s hiding place window, so described in her diary. The Holocaust MemorialFrank’s hiding place window, so described in her diary. The Holocaust Memorial

Center provides customized on site and virtual workshops for teachers, guidedCenter provides customized on site and virtual workshops for teachers, guided

tours for school groups and private and public tours for adults.tours for school groups and private and public tours for adults.

It is also known for its exhibits.It is also known for its exhibits.



“The Girl in the Diary: Search for Rywka from the Lodz Ghetto,” showing through“The Girl in the Diary: Search for Rywka from the Lodz Ghetto,” showing through

Dec. 30 features the amazing story of a young Jewish girl like Anne who kept aDec. 30 features the amazing story of a young Jewish girl like Anne who kept a

journal about her experiences in the Lodz Ghetto between October of 1943 andjournal about her experiences in the Lodz Ghetto between October of 1943 and

April of 1944. The school notebook was found by a Soviet doctor following theApril of 1944. The school notebook was found by a Soviet doctor following the

liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Camp in 1945 and once in the U.S. translatedliberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Camp in 1945 and once in the U.S. translated

from Polish and then supplemented with commentaries before being published infrom Polish and then supplemented with commentaries before being published in
book form.book form.

“Rywka’s Holocaust experience is a compelling story because it gives us insight“Rywka’s Holocaust experience is a compelling story because it gives us insight

into the individual experiences of so many others,” said Ruth Bergman, educationinto the individual experiences of so many others,” said Ruth Bergman, education

director for the HMC. “Her daily struggles, interests, and fears allow us to get todirector for the HMC. “Her daily struggles, interests, and fears allow us to get to

know Rywka as a person, not a statistic. We are very fortunate to have this exhibitknow Rywka as a person, not a statistic. We are very fortunate to have this exhibit

on display at our museum.”on display at our museum.”

The HMC is open Sunday through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and FridayThe HMC is open Sunday through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday

9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The last admission is one hour before closing. Face masks are9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The last admission is one hour before closing. Face masks are

still required. The center is wheelchair accessible and has ample parking forstill required. The center is wheelchair accessible and has ample parking for

visitors.visitors.

For more information visit For more information visit holocaustcenter.orgholocaustcenter.org
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