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Changes come amid HUD concerns

Oakland County
has signed a
compliance
agreement with the
U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)
to settle issues
and avoid future
litigation connected
to claims of
discriminatory
housing policies.

By Mark Cavitt
mcavitt@medianewsgroup.com
@MarkCavitt on Twitter

Oakland County has
signed a compliance agreement with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to settle issues and avoid potential litigation connected to
claims of discriminatory
housing policies.

By Anne Runkle
July 5, 2019
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In April 2018, HUD
penned a 20-page “letter of
noncompliance” to county
officials expressing concerns about how its housing policies were “discriminatory” against minorities.
The communities named
in the letter included Pontiac, Southfield, Royal Oak
Township, Oak Park and
Lathrup Village where the
majority of the county’s mi-

nority residents live and
where the Caucasian populations are less than 50 percent.
The letter stemmed from
a 2015 complaint by an Oakland County resident, who
contested the civil rights
compliance of the county’s
housing policies and programs.
In the letter, HUD stated
the county rarely spent federal housing grants on helping low-income residents
with rental assistance, but

used the majority of the
money to assist low-income
homeowners. HUD officials
added that the county’s
housing policies had a “discriminatory effect on nonwhite households,” who are
more likely to be renters.
Although county officials have since denied
those claims of discrimination, the two parties met in
March to discuss a potential
resolution to the ongoing
matter. At this time, HUD
POLICIES » PAGE 4
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Costco becomes
destination for
clothes shoppers

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
ADDING NEW DEGREE
Nutrition program in School
of Health Science offered

By Abha Bhattarai
The Washington Post

Kelly Davis has started doing something
she once considered unthinkable: buying
clothes at Costco.
The 31-year-old had long resisted the
warehouse chain’s clothing aisle. She felt
weird buying dresses and shirts at the same
place that she bought groceries. Plus, she
said, “It’s where my mom shops.”
But eventually, a pair of Jessica Simpson
jeans - light blue, distressed, with holes, for
$13 - did her in.
“Costco has really stepped up its game,”
said Davis, who lives near Dallas. “The
clothes are actually stylish. It’s not just old
mom stuff anymore.”
Americans are increasingly picking up
tops and trousers from a retailer better
known for its no-frills warehouses and bulk
everything. Apparel and footwear now generate more than $7 billion a year in sales
for Costco; that’s more than Old Navy, Neiman Marcus or Ralph Lauren. Revenue in
that category has climbed about 9 percent
a year since 2015, outpacing sales growth
for food and electronics, according to recent earnings calls.
Across the apparel industry, retailers
are going to great lengths to reinvent their
stores and websites to keep shoppers interested. But Costco has emerged as an unlikely success story. Its nearly 800 locations don’t have fitting rooms, mannequins
or window displays. Instead, clothes are
folded and piled high on tables. It carries

By Natalie Broda
nbroda@medianewsgroup.com
@NatalieBroda on Twitter

The Oakland University Board of
Trustees recently approved a new degree program for those interested in
working in dietetics and nutrition.
The Bachelor of Science in nutrition
will be focused on training nutrition
professionals to work with clients and
the community in clinical care, schools,
food and pharmaceutical industries. Career growth in the industry is expected
to rise by 15 percent by 2026, according to Amanda Lynch, Ph.D, R.D., program director.
There was also a high interest from
students in a standalone nutrition degree, with 80 students currently enrolled
in a nutrition minor. The 124-credit program has also been accepted by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics as an early adopter
of its new education model, which will
provide a reduction in accreditation fees
and assistance in developing the degree.
It’s expected the new degree will be
accredited by 2022. Students currently
enrolled in the university’s Bachelor of
PHOTO COURTESY OF OAKLAND UNIVERSITY — ROB HALL PHOTOGRAPHY
Science in health science nutrition can
enroll in the new major starting fall Amanda Lynch, Ph.D., R.D., is the program director for Oakland University’s newest
degree, a Bachelor of Science in nutrition.
2020.

The Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills has opened a new exhibit on Kindertransport, the
humanitarian mission to evacuate children from Nazi Europe on the eve of the Holocaust.

The Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills has opened a new exhibit telling the
story ofAPthe
Kindertransport, the WHITE
organized
rescue effort that brought thousands of
POLL
LAKE TWP.
Jewish children from Nazi Europe to Great Britain in the late 1930s.
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1 in 4 don’t plan
Township library opens new building
to
retire
despite
"Kindertransport– Rescuing Children on the Brink of War," commemorates the 80th
realities
ofstart
aging
anniversary
of the
of the humanitarian mission to rescue 10,000 refugee children
By Andrea Peck
apeck@medianewsgroup.com
@AndreaPeck24 on Twitter

By Andrew Soergel
from Nazi-occupied
Europe.
For The Associated Press
CHICAGO » Nearly one-quarter of Americans

say they never plan to retire, according to a

The new White Lake Township library opened in early June, offering residents an all-new meeting space, a wide
selection of materials and a larger building to explore.
The new building, located at 11005
Elizabeth Lake Road, is 28,000 square
feet and includes a large community
room that could be split in two for separate groups or meetings.
“We look forward to offering the
space for community meetings when
the library is not using it,” said Director Denise Stefanick. “The rooms should
ANDREA PECK — THE OAKLAND PRESS
be very popular with the public as there
is no other comparable space in White The new White Lake Township library, located at 11005Elizabeth Lake Road, is
Lake. Meeting rooms should be avail- 28,000square feet.
able for community groups to book in

poll that suggests
a disconnection between
The exhibition
explores
the story of this rescue effort through moving personal stories,
individuals’ retirement plans and the realities of aging in the workforce.
artifacts Experts
andsayengaging
media.
The exhibit runs through Dec. 31.
illness, injury, layoffs and
caregiving responsibilities often force older
workers to leave their jobs sooner than
they’d like.
According to the poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research, 23% of workers, including nearly
2 in 10 of those over 50, don’t expect to stop
working. Roughly another quarter of Americans say they will continue working beyond

The exhibit asks visitors to consider the painful choices parents had to make, entrusting
their children to strangers in order to save them.
The exhibit also offers a glimpse into the challenges the children faced —moving to a
new country, learning a new language and navigating a foreign culture without their
parents to guide them.
Artifacts from Detroit-area Kinder will be included in the exhibit on display at the
Holocaust Memorial Center, 28123 Orchard Lake Road.
The exhibition makes a strong first impression with a striking red wall covered with
thousands of paper name tags. The refugee children wore manila tags attached by
twine around their necks during the Kindertransport, serving to identify them and their
belongings. The tags completely fill one wall of the exhibit, representing the scale,
anonymity and eventual bittersweet success of the transport effort, which was able to
rescue children, but not their families.
The Holocaust museum will host an opening event at 7 p.m. July 18 featuring Nick
Winton Jr., entitled “From Stockbroker to Hero: The Story of Sir Nicholas Winton.”
Winton is the son of Sir Nicholas George Winton, MBE, a British humanitarian credited
with organizing the escape of 669 mostly Jewish children from Czechoslovakia on the
eve of World War II.
What made 29-year-old Winton give up his skiing holiday to rescue these children from
the Nazis and how did he do it? Winton’s son Nick will tell his father’s inspiring story
about the life-changing events that transformed the destiny of so many.
The July 18 opening program is free to members or $10 for non-members. A dessert
reception will follow. RSVPs are required by July 15 to 248-556-3178 or
at http://bitly.com/NickWintonJr_HMCZFC.
The Kindertransport exhibit was created and organized by Yeshiva University Museum
and the Leo Baeck Institute, New York.
The exhibit is open Sunday through Friday and is free with museum admission or
membership. Docent-led tours of the exhibit will be hosted at 2 p.m. July 21, Aug. 18,
Sept. 15, Oct. 27 and Nov. 10, and at 7 p.m. Aug. 12, Sept. 23, Oct. 28 and Nov. 4.
Sign up for a tour by calling 248-553-2400 ext. 145.
For more information on the exhibit or the museum, visit www.holocaustcenter.org.

