
Acts of Bias Lesson Plan

Title: Nazi Identification of Jews

Course/Grade: WHG & USHG / 9 - 12

Timeframe:
1 class period (45-60 minutes)

Michigan Social Studies Standards:

F1
Recognizing that perspectives are shaped by different
experiences across time and space.

P1.2
Interpret primary and secondary source documents
for point of view, context, bias, and frame of
reference.

P2.3
Find, organize, and interpret information from a
variety of sources.

WHG 7.2.3
World War II – analyze the causes, course,
characteristics, and consequences of World War II.

WHG 7.2.6
Case Studies of Genocide – analyze the development,
enactment, and consequences of, as well as the
international community’s responses to genocide.

WHG CG4
Conflict, cooperation, and security: Causes of and
responses to ethnic cleansing/genocide/mass killing

C3 Inquiry Standards:

D1.1.9-12
Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in
the field

D1.5.9-12
Determine the kinds of sources that will be helpful in
answering compelling and supporting questions

Learning Targets (I can…)
1. Learn about bias and make better decisions

2. Understand the differences between acts of

bias and discrimination

3. Understand how Hitler used existing
antisemitism to increase acts of bias in Nazi
Germany

4. Discuss personal stories and how they show
acts of bias

5. Analyze the Star of David and the importance
of its use towards acts of bias



D2.His.1.9-12
Evaluate how historical events and developments
were shaped by unique circumstances of time and
place as well as broader historical contexts

D2.His.4.9-12
Analyze complex and interacting factors that
influenced perspectives of people during different
historical eras

D2.His.5.9-12
Analyze how historical contexts shaped and continue
to shape people’s perspectives

D2.His.6.9-12
Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those
writing history shaped the history that they produced.

D2.His.11.9-12
Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a
specific historical inquiry based on their maker, date,
place of origin, intended audience, and purpose.

D3.1.9-12
Gather relevant information from multiple sources

D4.1.9-12
Construct arguments using precise and
knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple
sources.

D4.2.9-12
Construct explanations using sound reasoning,
correct sequence, examples, and details

Common Core Standards for English
Language Arts:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1/RI.11-12.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4/RI.11-12.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6/RI.11-12.6
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a
text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to
advance that point of view or purpose.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.A/W.11-12.1A
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s)
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an
organization that establishes clear relationships
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1.B/W.11-12.1B
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates
the audience's knowledge level and concerns.

Materials/Technology:
Overhead projector, computer, copies of artifact photos, paper for student note taking, and copies of the 3-2-1
Exit Ticket.

Oral History Department - Holocaust Memorial Center

Never Trust a Fox on the Green Heath and Never Trust a Jew by His Oath - From the Holocaust Memorial

Center collection (Source A)

My Jewish Learning - the Star of David.

“Jewish Stars and Other Holocaust Badges” - From the Holocaust Memorial Center collection (Source B)

Oxford Language Dictionary

Echoes and Reflections audio glossary

Review:
This lesson is part of a 4-lesson
unit plan that delves into the
“Pyramid of Hate.” This can be
taught in conjunction with another
Holocaust unit or as a way to
introduce the Holocaust.

Misconceptions:
Hitler did not create antisemitism.
Antisemitism, the hatred of Jews,
has existed since ancient times.

Racism fueled Nazi ideology,
which believed non “Aryans” were
inferior and saw Jews as a

Vocabulary:
Antisemitism

Bias

Discrimination

Scapegoat

Star of David

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/inside-the-glass-case/trust-no-fox/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/star-of-david-hot-topic/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/
https://www.google.com/search?q=definition+of+bias&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=ALeKk00W8jE2B7lMUm4K1Mxvqxwg-B3-5A%3A1621441244897&ei=3DqlYKyWNtSstQaT3bSABA&oq=definition+of+bias&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBwgjELADECcyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsANQu7UBWLu1AWDBtwFoAXABeACAAW2IAbkBkgEDMS4xmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesgBCMABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwis9LOrk9bwAhVUVs0KHZMuDUAQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://echoesandreflections.org/audio_glossary/


dangerous non-European “race”;
therefore, once in power, the Nazis
passed racial laws and policies
against Jews.

Stereotype

Essential Questions:
1. How do biased attitudes lead to acts of bias?

2. What would make people act on their biases?

3. What are different acts of bias?

4. What is the difference between acts of bias and discrimination?

Hook:
1. Review the definition of bias from lesson plan #1 (Biased Attitudes).

2. Share a portion of Lea Aronson’s (Kellermann) story:

a. After the Nazis took control of the government in 1933, Aronson noticed subtle changes. There
were always pairs of brown-shirted guards who attended her Habonim [a Jewish youth group]
meetings and watched the plays the group put on. The Hitler Youth made fun of her and said
things such as, “Jews have big noses and Jews smell from garlic.”

i. https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-su

mmaries/aronson-kellermann-lea/

3. Share a portion of A. Borger’s story:

a. Born in Vienna, Austria in 1918, Borger was one of six children of a Jewish family. Her father
was a tailor and her mother stayed home with the children. Borger attended public schools,
eventually obtaining a teaching certificate from the Vienna Teachers College. She remembers
antisemitism and being called a “dirty Jew.”

i. https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-su

mmaries/borger-weinstock-a/

4. Explain that name calling, as stated in the testimonies from Lea Aronson and A. Borger, is one
example of an act of bias.

Modeling:
1. How were the Nazis able to take advantage of biased opinions against Jews?

a. Explain that antisemitism has existed since ancient times and is not a creation of the Nazis.
The Nazis used this long hatred and stereotypes of Jews as the foundation of Nazi ideology.
Jews were blamed (scapegoated) for the problems in Germany and were identified as a threat.

b. How were the Nazis able to differentiate between Germans and those who are Jewish?  Show
the following example from Never Trust a Fox on the Green Heath and Never Trust a Jew by
His Oath. (Source A)

https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-summaries/aronson-kellermann-lea/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-summaries/aronson-kellermann-lea/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-summaries/borger-weinstock-a/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/oral-history-department/index-summaries/borger-weinstock-a/


c. Identify the differences in physical features between the man on the left and the man on the
right.  Explain how the differences are stereotypes of Ayrans and Jews.

d. Ask students to explain the message these stereotypes send to the readers of this text.

e. Based on this example, define the term stereotype.
i. An oversimplified generalization about a person or group of people without regard for

individual differences. Even seemingly positive stereotypes that link a person or group
to a specific positive trait can have negative consequences. Definition from Echoes and
Reflections. https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-2-antisemitism/?state=open#content

f. Explain to students that the actual way Jews were identified, since many Jews are
blond/blue-eyed and many Germans are dark haired/brown eyes, was through birth and
marriage records.  In many European countries, people are registered by religion.  It is
important to indicate to students that stereotypes are not true so this example from Never Trust
a Fox on the Green Heath and Never Trust a Jew by His Oath would not work as a way to
actually identify who is Jewish.

Activities/cooperative learning:
1. Before explaining to students how Nazi officials implemented badges to identify Jews, explain the

significance of the Star of David.

2. Use the website My Jewish Learning to explain the Star of David.
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/star-of-david-hot-topic/

3. Show the following picture of a Star of David badge from the Holocaust Memorial Center’s collection.
(Source B)

a. A yellow Star of David outlined in black with the German word Jude( pronounced Yoo-deh)
for "Jew" written in Hebraic style.  This badge was used in Germany, Alsace, Bohemia, and
Moravia. https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/

4. Ask students to describe what they see.

5. Explain to students that Jews were legally compelled to wear these badges for identification and that
this was not created by the Nazis but dates back to the 13th century.  This system of identification was
resurrected by the Nazis.

6. Share with students the “Jewish Stars and Other Holocaust Badges” page from the Holocaust
Memorial Center’s website.  Read portions of the history of badges so students have a better
understanding of their origins. https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/

7. Show how there were different badges for different areas of Europe.

8. Ask students to brainstorm how these badges could motivate acts of bias such as name calling,
ridicule, belittling jokes, social avoidance, and racial slurs.

9. Discuss the difference between bias and discrimination.

https://echoesandreflections.org/unit-2-antisemitism/?state=open#content
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/star-of-david-hot-topic/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/
https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/


a. Bias - Noun: prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with
another, usually in a way considered to be unfair. Verb: cause to feel or show inclination or
prejudice for or against someone or something  From Oxford Language Dictionary

b. Discrimination - “The denial of justice and fair treatment by both individuals and
institututuions in many arenas, including employment, education, housing, banking, and
political rights.  Discrimination is an action that can follow prejudice thinking.”  From Echoes
and Reflections. https://echoesandreflections.org/audio_glossary/

Independent Practice:
1. Students will develop an argument for how small acts of bias can lead to discrimination and how acts

of bias and discrimination can be prevented. (Taking Informed Action)

Closure: (exit ticket, quickwrite, etc.)
Exit Slip - Why is it important to recognize biased attitudes before they become acts of bias?

https://www.google.com/search?q=definition+of+bias&client=firefox-b-1-d&sxsrf=ALeKk00W8jE2B7lMUm4K1Mxvqxwg-B3-5A%3A1621441244897&ei=3DqlYKyWNtSstQaT3bSABA&oq=definition+of+bias&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBwgjELADECcyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsAMyBwgAEEcQsANQu7UBWLu1AWDBtwFoAXABeACAAW2IAbkBkgEDMS4xmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesgBCMABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwis9LOrk9bwAhVUVs0KHZMuDUAQ4dUDCA0&uact=5
https://echoesandreflections.org/audio_glossary/


Source A: Never Trust a Fox on the Green Heath and Never Trust a Jew by His Oath

‘But the Germans—they stand Foursquare. Look, children, and the two compare, The German and the Jew.’

From Elvira Bauer’s book ‘Trau keinem Fuchs auf grüner Heid und keinem Jud auf seinem Eid’ (‘Never Trust a

Fox on the Green Heath and Never Trust a Jew by His Oath’), 1936 Nuremberg: Stürmer Verlag.  From the

collection of the Holocaust Memorial Center.
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Source B: Yellow Star of David

A yellow Star of David outlined in black with the German word Jude( pronounced Yoo-deh) for "Jew" written in

Hebraic style.  This badge was used in Germany, Alsace, Bohemia, and Moravia.  From the collection of the

Holocaust Memorial Center. https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/

https://www.holocaustcenter.org/visit/library-archive/holocaust-badges/
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